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Bis,hops of the Anglican .com­
•m unron, whd are due•· to dis­
cus!> · a~ , the .L a·m b:e ,t h 
_ConfeTehce· - neoct . ,week' · the 
ordination of ,wotnen.--t o. ·, the 
priesthood, have been told that 

'Rom~n Catholics are . probably 
.not mtracta-ble on this tradi­
_tiontll stumbling blouw;ito ,uriity. 
~ \ gOCU1!18Pt~.-~raWI). U}i ,,)Y,( ·an 
official. , consultation oetween 
Anglican and': Rorrian' ·cath6lic 
representatives on t he· contro­
versial issue c,Learly hints that 
there is " ground , for hope." 
· The docum~nt · says t~o , 

things encvourage the -­
things encourage the senior 
churchmen to believe it might 
still be p_ossible. , , 

I First, tJh,e _ C0tn1Vli.cti;o,n by tllo~ 1 

Anglli,~an ch.uir'C'l1Jes which ha:d 
o.rdali:n:e-d w:ome:n. thiait they had 
no:t d.epa1rted flno,m the t,r,ad!i­
tio1J1ia'1 und1e•ns,ba:n1dJitn-g. o.f apooto­
.hl c miinJstiry. S,eco1ndl;r., rtihait tlhe 
rec-e:nit Roonan Ca1tih:o.1i-c declara­
t1on ol!l trhe su-bj,ect "d,()leS n101t 
a-ffirm expl:itii,t;ly that thi.s 
ma,t1be1r rs de ju111e divfa1i0 · (of 
dli'Vi:n,e l!aiw) '·. 

Siigm1ifica:ntly, the docuime,n:t 
a-d:dis: "'Dh,es,e facts wi0iuLd sie:em 
not to exclude the possibility of 
fU'tur,e devie:ll(J1!)me:nll:." Lt -g,oes 
on.: "These d1ev.e,Lo1pmem,ts might 
wen be stii,mU'ba1oed by d-e·epe,r 
d,i,a,1,0,gue · on tilliOlsie n:otiee1a-b-le 
differences · which have 1been 
emphasised by this new obstacle 
-matters such as human sex­
uality, culture and tradition, 
freedom and 0 authority, among 
others. Simultaneously d'espite 
the difficulty ' in this issue: both 
Anglicans · and Roman Catholics I 
fee l themselves c_ommitted to 
continue exploring th:e new 
shapes of ministry to ,yhich the I 
HOily Spirit may be calhng them. 
as well as to a new sense of 
unity with one another." ,.,__ 
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