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1~striiiis~oo Anglican·· \ 
1 ~·s·~lf_-uind·erstanding-~ 
By Clifford l,.ongley 
'Re-ligi,oos Affairs Con·esponden t 
It is next to impos;ible to 
def•ine Anglicanism, an d almost 
equally so lO dl'fine rhe .Aflgli­
can Communion. It h.1s Je.1rnt 
co li.-e ·without definirion : it 
ha~, iiush.'«d, u "sef(,under-
sranding " . · 

That i-r.lf-unde rsllt11<ling is 
under st1.iin at 1'111' Laml>erh 
Confe1·e11cc and will ,10 doubt 
shift pla-st,ically into a new 
shape. 

Jt i~ frusN·ating for od,cr 
churches to find something so 
iJ1deri1tite. ,but it also ha~ ,rs acl­
vanra~<'S· 

1:aced ";th the met that some 
church~s in the Ang'.lic:111 Com­
nrnnion· do orda in \,omen 10 rhc 
priestly m inisu·y and some do 
nor, the Anglican self-under­
standing has t·o adapc t·o that 
anomaly. Today the proce~s of 
adaptation will bc in <'viclcnce 
at Kent University, Cante, bury, 
,v'hcn the Lambeth fathers dis­
cu,s women J>l'ieM,. \,Vhatever 
the Angl ican Communion \vas 
h cl'ore the fir:;r wo1n,111 w.i~ 
o,·daine<l wirh official san,·tic,u, 
it is thaL 110 !011gel'. 

Cardinal Hume, in an inlt'r­
view in the l.,rcsr t'<li1io11 of 
the Church T,mc.<, ex.pre,se~ 
rhis s<>n!Se of frustration. He 
sa,vs: " I am uneasy concer11-
in!( the comprehensivcne,s of 
the Anglican ,C:hurch. Compre­
hensi1·cnc,~ has been seen bv 
the Anglican <.:hurch as a 
matter of pride. T wonder 
wh<.>ther it is nor its A,hilll's 
heel- leaving the rest o f us 
asking: whar docs vhe. Anglican 
Church, as a churc h, hold ro be 
c .sscntia I ? " 

lie said lw hopecl the Lam­
bl'th Conference could move to­
wards a greate r ,ense of central 
_a\1thori1y, t he collegiality of 
h,~hops a~ dcscribcct by the 
Second Vatican Council. i\t the 
~ame time he acknowlcdr,ed 
what.appears to be a t rl'nd in 
the Ang,Jican dit·ection inside 
his _own c hurch towards greater 
~?.'.on~l and local freedom 

1tv111 J:<.otne. 
The need for a sen se of ' iden• 

t itv. if not a definition, p rob• 
ably •lil·S b e h ind the desire o f 
t he Ang lic:111 bishops o( the so• 
'"lied 1hir<I wo.-ld to continue 
w rr h rhe J,.1mhc1h Confcr<'nce 
"·,.r.cm. Ir i, lal'){elv bv m~mbcr­
, h ,p of rhe La,n bri h Conference 

1 th;or far-fl1111;: hi,hops in Afri­
<.111 or Asi:111 sett ings keep al ive 
the ~e11, e of hclou ~i11g to ~ooic­
rh i11J! ~vidcr t.l1J11 their· own uCO· 
graphn:.d , c~mc11r. 

'l'ht: Chun h of E111:land has 
I 110 !i.uCh nct•d. h ~ing. ~cc.:ure iu 

i,s h is.toric,ll sclf-uuderst:1ncl i11,:: 
,1, rhc narion,tl t·hurch of the 
Enr, fi ,-h. Wirt.,,m rl,.11, ,111d wi1h­
uur , n int1'rn ~1tlt1 11.d lcH· .. d poirll', 
A n1:l 1l;initt11 \\ou ld 111,vi..· f111 lc 
lo ~lo p i l f1·ou1 ~.i-, 1 .. h 1 .. illy 1.dl111g, 
._ql,tl 1 

The ordinullion of, wou,en in 
some . places aci.iilly shifts 
morn weight on t() -~ Lambeth 
Confere11ces, for the AngHcan 
Communion can no longer 
h:ippi'ly ,define jcsdf in tcr-m!J 
of ~h<.· complE-rt1 111tcccliangc­
"bili1v of ministers. There is no 
fonge·r , a~ 1 here waJ, ' one uni­
vrr ~ally 1 eco1;nized . Anglica.n 
pl'il'slhoo<l, 

Fared with I h is new degree 
of d ivc,·,ity a n <l comprehensive-1 
ness-i11-act io11, tih<> 1.a.mbeth \ 
Conforence system nj."Cds. 
~t,·engrhcning rather than weak-·

1
, 

C'ning, <o rhar ir can bear tho 
loa cl ir wil'l have to c;irry. 11,e 
AngJir.u1 Consult:1tive Council.' 
nn· ad\'isor,v world hocly, 
d esigned to take the necessary 
sters t o coonlunate worl d Angll.l 
r.anism in the 10-yearly gaps 
b etween conference-s, is , simi­
l a,·ly in need of reinforcement.' 
At the moment, most of its 
t l11'ologica I work concerns re1a­
tions with other churche~ : it 
could do more to act as a focus 
fo r Anglican riieolo~ fot· rea­
sons of intcrn-a,l un ity. 

It needs the power to com­
m,wrl aucntion, for exa1nple the 
power to p ut motion.~ directly 
on to thl' agendas of the synods 
anti govcrni11g bodies of loc-al 
ch11rches. Ir needs a forger cen­
t ral staff, and a la1·ger budget. 
It could even be given the 
power to impose a yeJr or two•~ 
de];1y 011 any local church 
initiative thnt it judges <JUCS • 

tion,,hle. 
Such measures ,,·011ld also 

111eet qualms from thC' Orthodox 
dwrchcs, _ whose- special rela­
tionship with A ng,licanism is 
under considerable stmin. 

Behind the ordination of 
wome n issue, thl'refore, there 
are others tlmt.might broadh- be 
called ecclesio log ical. ·T•hc 
Archbi~hop of C,lntt'rbury, operi­
ing the confcrencl' wirh ., call 
fo'r renewed faith in-the Spirit':, 
guidance for the · church. wa·~ 
tol1ch1i1g on -s1i,,,'ikv- jr~·o-cs. ff 
Jhc Anglican ·communinn is 
open to s uch guicl.,nce .as a budv, 
the n, as a bodv ir 31111st J1a ve 
a seM-und erstanding that is rheo­
logical .a-s .. well as social am! 
h istorical. Tt is the d if.fcrcnce 
bctwccn the ch1111,ch as a duh 
and the church as a s.,c, ,unent. 

The in tcrnation~I thcoloi:ica l 
consulrntion of Anglic,:i ns .,nd 
Roman Cntholics, ,,·hose report 
appcar!!d l ast " ·eek, w.,~ surpris• 
ini: ly quiet on thi , tupic. "Pru• 
gr,,,si"c " Rom.i n C.1tho lic 
thcnlo;;.v a n ccc•,<Jry 111 ,111i fc , 1.1-
ri o11 nf Rom:111 C.,d,ol i,: c:,,mp, c• 
h!'1h l\·c.:n(•~;, thvug h ii m .1•1 hl', IS 

1w1 Jh •~ l' :iS:lrilv An~:1il.',1n 1,1u·~ 
U,· , I llll·d t . 111'- ,ii t lu.· 11h•lllt'1l l. 
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