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Dt?ar Bishop Howe, 

thankyou !or your n.:ply tu ffi) l ,·tti•r . 

{ I 

Md.y 20. I !178 

I must begin by S,Lyinl! the t, \•ow,·, c·r tlw l.tlll r was ,·xpr,·ss,·d, it was not 

my intention, in your own wor,.:;, , to 'intro<l11c-,• 1"""'.y - •1~~c-stion of s ,·cr,•cy'. ~1y 

problems wvre cntir<:>ly with pcJ.r tl!r<1ph l, 1.\I tlw po.pvr iro111 Vf'rs.iill1•:,, ~1 it:,; 

prcSt'nl for·. witho1.1t 1.Ln·ifi1.<1tion. l quit,· <1pprt ci ,t,·d the· diffi< lilt i,· ,,t l h 11 ging 

the t1 ·xt which was ,tgr,·,.-d upon by tht· co111-t1lt,11io11, hut the fut rt•rn,t·•" th"t lll',th 

thl' Cardin<.tl and I rcgd.rdf'd pd.rc.1.gr,tµh tJ ,L.., opl' ll to <l mi--inl, l'!,r,·l 1tio vhi\'11 w..i.s 

n •tl'rtially :H.•riou I\. en1b<.tras~ i1).:. to th 5,, n t,,riat. T, · di th; b, o 1, 

kind of vxpli.i11<.1.tory not I' sct:n1, <l es s,•nti,d to u s . 

I am afrcJ.id I t..d. rnot "'-i.!r,·,• that this 1 1'l'Cl is dot , awc1\ \\ "tb .:>i!np~ 1)y point­

ing 0111 th(.' lirnits of th1• authority of the p,lpcr . Thl L ,1 111',l'll1 ( u1 le•·• n,, is d 

vc-r) important c\·t•nt whicL thi s tin1L•, pr• c·iset, in i,•w ol ,ti• t1u puhl', di•, ussic 
within and outsidl' tlw An~li.< an n1mrnunio11 about tlw orrlii1<ttion o1 worn 1. r, , will 

attract dost• press scn1tiny, ,rnd th,· pr,•ss il> not m'lch 1·0111·,· r nl'cl with ni1 l' distinc 

tions about the status of ' hot ' docun ,·nts which !t-nd tlw1n:H'IVt'::. to good h,,adlitll s. 

Hence• I am convinn·u lb,tt son1, d 1rifyine; notL' ,tl,ont p..i.r.:.igrcJ.ph tJ must be 

included. When I consicl1.'rvt! ho,\ th s 1 •!ht b t• ,L1·hil'V< cl , I bl cc.1.lll1' ,1wc1r,• ,>f the 
cornplicating factor th,t l Fr. C-o J:!;<ir, who h,Ld u11f0rlu11s1tt•lv b,·,•n un<1void,1bly 
abs,•nt wht•n th~• pi.lJH'r was fit alis 1•rl u V,•rs,dll,·:-., w 1s hin1:-.L•l1 unh,1ppv ,1.hout 

parclgr;iph 6. Ill L'Xprl'SS1•d hi.-, rniS;..!l\in~• in I l.tt •·:- c,111\1 l· ~,1tion ,LI d ti\\ hie, 
of some cl,trifying not,• hy t h1· c:,1th~llic p,,rticip,rnts w,1f; burn ol thi:- tu11v1•r,;,ttion 

togdhl'r with c1. proposa I for its conl<'nt. 

The Catholic parti c-ip...t•\t s w ,•r, i11,·it1·d 111 a c,tr<'tully 1'xplct1httorv !Ptt,•r 
to agrc'e to this: no prt·ssur,· w..t::i brought to IH•,t r on t hern; it wai-; ,:;in1plv µointc•d 

011t that thi s wets d. pos :;ihl1• Wd)' of ,•n:;uring th,· , on .lt · 0

11 1\ dclti , vint• itfi purpos, 
without provokinp rc•attion s which in tlw long r1u1 woul d ;>r, judic~ , . .Anl!li, ,m HC 

reldtions . 
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I regret extrcnh'lv that you shonld havt• lP,Hn,·d of this proposal (which 
obviously would have be-en ,·on,·l')' ,•cl to you if and wlwn c-omp1 d1·d) in such an 
improper way and one· which, juci~, d hy thl· rc•pvrtvd st,,·ngth of your r<.•action, 
~ust have been inc-omple>tL and OrH•sidl'ci . I c1m r,ot myst'lf wC'<lckcl to th..- particular 
solution, and the main purpose of d.J.rific:,1tion ·., ould I,, ..ts we'll "hil•,·pcJ by some 
Secretariat not<' - but I ..till doulitf.il \•.h1thvr thb v.-ould lw f.Lir lL• tlH participant s 
who might then seem to ht· held up pllblidy to criticism. 

With regard to the formul c p,.upo~1·d for th,· qualifying 11ot<', I .1m not dear 

with what exactnes s this was con, (•yNI to you but L :,;hollld ii .in, r,1c;c· lik<.• to rnc.tk<' 
these points : 

My impression is that tlw terms giv,·n to t lw t·o• ,;ult:.irior. <lt V,•rsailks wrrc-
already somewhat abbri:-viatl'd if not modifil'd I rom tho::.< .. hic:i1 w<·r<· ori,t!inc.1lly 
drc1.fh·rl by Canon Moorl at th,· iirst i, fo r n1.1: t~tll·s . But, nuwv,·<·1· •li,tt 11.<1~ h1, th<.· 
purpose of the consultJ.tio11 wc1.s C<·rUli dy t0 di :,c..us-s '"l.,·thvr ·,·, , ., ili,.i iu1 i1. :;J.-

cram,:1,ta.l ivllowship wa'i possible betwl In two <.hurr h1•s ~, t • •j•1ill' ,Jp >OSt·rl 

"1""itic s m• tl i-: , tt, r, rot to di.-,-.11,-,::, witc·tJ,vr :-. .. r, ,.,_ 
like Ly l,v one sirlt· t'l1o.-1.11ging ib position . Tt \\J.S ir: thi<i ,., , , , 
s,.1.) thit fol' intPrprl'tation of paragr,lph b t o whicl1 ol1j1·1·1i,, ,, ,.., ~lh, 

1,y the- ton•,ult.1tion 1s tPrrns o' rLf<.ren, <'. 

, I._ or 

' ,,·1sll, cl to 
.., r-q, ,, ,1 uut 

Sinct· the· consultation 1s q,wstio1 w-ts first formul<.1tl'd fur d·~, ::<io•,, irnpor" 

ta1 t steps hav"' bcl'n tak1•1: on both sirll"S and ir p,trtit uJ.:1.r th1· Hl C 11 1r, h ' :o- p ,sit ion 
on the ordination of wonH•n hct:,- IH·,·1i cfrcl,1r1 d oificiall ; . It is nut th1 uu::;i1h·s-. uf the 
consultat:ion to <·xprc•s:, itsc-H un " conn1·ctcd qu,·st ior in a w,,y whicl, S<'1•m:,; lt) cdll 
in question th(• :cr iousnPss of l 1,tt d<'d 11· ati.01 . 

I han• sugg,·stl·cl 10 Fr. Dupr<"y <1 modi1H·d forrnul t whicl• he might discuss 

with you. t hopc• th, di::;c·11s:;ii,11 rruy ,·] , <11" up mi :-:u,1dl•l',;t..i.,1di.-,gs whi(h 1tnfort11-
ne1.tc•ly arr• liabll· lo ,nulti 1,lt .,h,·n w,· wui-k ,d si.,·h <, 1.1. ,,, tp,tr, ,tnd withi, 
soml:whdt difft·rent ::,yst,•m-.; . 

si11c1·r1·h· ~ uun, 

i RJ.nh.H Tv r r 
Vii, .. Pn•sic 



The undersign<'d Catholic p,trticip1.nts wish to ml.kf' clL•dr that pc1r .tgr,tph tJ 

of this report i.s to bt• r ... acl ii , tlw light ot p,1ragr :1ph 2 c1.nc! ~. 

Hence, a.s far a.s th,·y .,re cont:,' r n ,·cl , th; " p ,r .. gr,,ph i:- , ot inll.·nd,•d to :-.. 1y 

that they regard th1· Catholk p,hitio: rl'jl'din g tht• urdi•i.1tion of ,_.onwn to 

the ministerial pril'Sthood ,1 ., trc:111:-;it unr ,\.llrl ck--..tin,· d to i.:h,tll\!t'. 

S uch an intcrpr etatio11 \vonld, t'or that rn 1tte1·. h,• ir:·1-l, \~ nt ~o tht· pr, ,·i :-. t' 

terms of rpfprencl' ot "hf' l·on~ult,ltio· , \,.hici1 w, n · to , ·x..t1ni111• th(· qu,·sti.on 

11whL·thcr Churches \vi.th Wl>n-"1,·n pr i.v ,- t .... ,nd Church1·s without ,~ rn bl' r,·c·or ril­

l' d in s a c-r an1t'nt~l fr 11 ow:- lt ip 11• 

Fr. Cong 1r F1· . D u1 1 

Fr. l!otchki"1 ~l01 • W. \ . Pu r •h 


