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C\ • ..,u, .. . r c :. '... Di tl/\rir t <.,F du ... N. 

1 . This ConGultotion t ook p..lee• f r om 27 F ~br -.ary - 3 k n·oh 197 8 e t the ho,:,t ol 
of t he Fren e h/l ro t eGtsnt Deooono, o ComLJunity et Veroe i l leo . Givon the t · 
c o. tain Ant,,l i co n Cburc:heo be•e ordsinod wr..,men t o t he prttabytox ato • th• 
qu estion 1 osed t o t h is Cor1euJ.t8tio n we o not t o d ioc uee wh•ther or no t it 
wos risbt t o orde i n womeu ( though inevibbly thi s co uld no t l>• excluclocl 
f roo our dioloGue ) but rother t ~ o oneicler, 
' t o who t &1tont and i n tthst ""eye c hu r c hes with women prieo t a and 

c hu r c h oo without womon ~riee te cen bo r &ooncile d in ssora .men ta l 
f ollowah:i.p . • 

A re. ort wos o irood end it i o ho ped t l at i n duo cour e it oen be 
ova iloble, but it oust o weit Anglican enu Vo ticen cl oocDuco. 

2 . 7bo mombere ~i p wa s os f ol l ows: 

Boman ~&tboli~ Fa ther Y\>os COD!,,81' O. I- . 0 -sri s), I•'ti thor h . Doyle OF?-l 
( Fron c iccon ~ tud y Cen t r e, vni varsi t J of f ent 9 Canterbury ) , I li t her l·i ori·e 
.i.uproy ,F, (.3 acrt. t 8riat f ,,r lmi t y ) , }a t , e r J ohn llo tc!,kin, ( ~ e c i' o t ory of 
t r.itod ~tvteo llisho.s ' ~c um~n~cel Comoi abionJ , and Msr : will iam ~urdoy 
( .. oo rotor.1.0t f c.;r ni t y and Go-~ e oret vry o f J\lh.ac) 

An1 ! lcDn lli ohop .::lonald Ca meron (Aeai at.ant .IJisbop of $ydn ey) , Hi e .,op 
...ar•: 1-olo11tine ( o f h uportoland , Cone ds ), ¼ rof os t o r Faoholo- Luko O'ouroh 
Boy ~allot o , !H e r ra Leone), l-r o fessor Jomes Or .ffios (~ub- Deen r,oe ho toh 
lious o , ) , and myf.lelf wi.. th Chrio topher ltill {Aoai s t.ent Cheplein Arch­
bioho_, o f ,.;entorbury1 P Cv u11&ollou; o n Foreign lie o t ious ond Co- ::iec1·~ t ory 
o f .• ?~IC ) &e -.>e c r e ts r y . 

(Fo th cr ConGn r wsa fer from woll end onl y a b l e t o ~ttend por t of t h o 
Consu l to t ion and I 1:1i s sot. half o day t h r ough s i ck neso ) . 

3 . Memb o.'J woro .. en t bef oreha nd: 

- A a um::ior;, o f An.,lico n deo l o .i.on o and h e porta on the i seue 196e- 77 . 
- A o er on t h e orig ins o f t h o Consul tsti on. 
- 1-ly l.cuoom.cal .1: e view srti ol e on t h e ordi nl tion o f women in t h o Angl i can 

Com ~un i on a~d ~he Ec~~onicol Debete . 
- Ant- i ce no we- c• olso sent t he Doclo a tion on the ,uoo t i on of t he Adi.,ioc. i on 

of Wol!lon t o t h o h i nis t e rio l , r i .. tbo o tl (~aJ?inoignioreo_) pr o)ered by tho 
vocred Con~regation f or t h o Doc trine o f t he Faith , ond i t s ecco□vanying 
c om ont.Bry . 
~n or. ivol, we received two furtb or ~op ors a 
- a o1"e 1~ by Her: r- u rdey on the <iruine tio n of Women s r d Augl .. cen/Romon 

l.o t b ,)lic .'lolation G, uo i ng my pe p .. r a s o f r mJiewor k f o r h i o c omme n ts 
e nd i n f o r L atinn . 

- o s .10r t !1 .,ie r by Father Uo tel1kin ( wi t h m:,sei ve a t t . c h e d doc umont9 tion ) 
boi nc on Ai:ioricen r e port on ,'\nel csns o nd RofD9 n Catholics on t b • 
Lr diru tion ot Wome n , 

Wo we o slso c ivon o b ovk 9 p ubl 1sh • d by t h e Cou11c il o f t he . a ity at t i o 
Vo t icon on the Church and t he I n t e1'no tionol Womon ' o Ycor ( but t u i o woo 
r oc '-'f,niir ed oo 11o r i 1 hen sl t o our Clain q u eL t i on). 

4 . It c.id not tJ pear t hat ony of t hoae p r ooe.at were c onvinced th9t it \JOG 

i opoa:1 blc f or wc mon t o b o pricc te . Of tho RoClon t;otholiCb l Father Doylo 
a nd Fo t h or tlotchkin bel iovod i n t h e vrdino t i on o f Wome n ., t he o t hor t hree 
wore co~,i t ted t o tho a t ateo e n t t bD t t he Romon Ca t holic Church bol iev oo 
thot 0h e ho ~; no t tho r i i:;h t to chvnee t.bo traditi on unbrok•o t br our;bout 
t h o histor y o f .t h e Church univei sol i n t a o li:9s t a nd We,; t s nd oonoiJored 
t o c onf or ~ t o God ' s pla~ f or hio Cburoh . ~it 1in t h i G vi ew, t ho r o voro 
aome vo riotione of e mpbo c- i s : Fa t her Conge r, for oxom. l e , t i',ouc b t t h• 
qu eoti cn weo no • a c lf.ior one : tuer e wo , no ovideno e t hst a male prioot llood 



5. 

c:: 

' • • do jur• divino and on toum · 1 c :) O I Fo t hor Con ~~r mn~ h •m•el f . oa1ca oUllcil woo noodod ( I t w uld v ~ ~~ ~ ¥ heve beon r esp0Jl.81bl o f • o eoem t ha t 
De cl o r sti ~n a ny reforonoe t o t b • tro di tio 1 io~ keo~i ng out or the 
I t WIIG • i n o ... dt n tsl - Y, not whol ly eleor wh~:h ~0:11 h on being do jur e d i vino.) 
would ,conoiot o f Ro1t•n Cs t ho I .1.c s , snd 0rthod:x o;;_/ t hought t h• t G~ch e Council 
AngJioen.o ond vl d Cot. olice : in dioouaoion , I poln~a:ro:; uJ.1 e loo i nclude 
w-oul.d ~ot bo bo i PY e t t hi o drewing o f t h e l ino e ... m 1 · bel t .1et somo Ang!ico.ns 
Comt:1un1 , , v b· t , for exampl e , of t h e ~cend inevi an i u!her ow t ho Angl. icen 
Romon Co t holioo ce rtain whe ther i t w ul tl noed on • cu"' iensl ? Hor ~•re t h e 

th 1 
. f t . ...en ca counc1.l to r e r d 

• e:xo us1on o h e or d:a.notion o f vomo n • s do jure di i "'
8 

Ans' i con.o, t hrol o f ua wer o c oi.,mi t ted to t he ordino u o: ~ • Ii. 

00l\/h• 
Vel onti ne, who wee r es ons1ble f or 8 number of JJD~ors fo' thwom~n~Jd~shop 

f 
"·1' h , t i " .. e 1.;au• 1en House 

o u o opo rio~ no h muel t yot orda ined e woman ea h• 111 i ahos t o wait until 
eftt r LDoboth , he aaid t hot , f or meny in t ho CsnedJ.e n Church t hi · . 1 . t l . IS 1 8 6UO woo 
01m l a ~. ep s o ng ~he ws.y of t t "' fs r r.iore importa nt t horout h r e- o:i..aoinstion 
o f t ho c hi i oticrn miru.str;r, c.rdein ed end lev. 1'>r ofe, sor Gr i f f -lee h b b 

t 
· u.l 1 i ~ • , w o so oen 

par. 10 . ur y nte,oa tou i n t bi o_ o8 teot .caee for un derLtending Anelicen 
Auta or1~y , appoor e to r ecs r d t h:u; queot 1.on as in l 1n·go mee~uro 'tbeolos ical 
renection on a 1:>.)storol vrobl om : dofin~f t i on was e ubs oquent to pos torDl 
dcvolopo en t: ho r eacte d str ongl y , ond d of ena .i. voly t o a ny coLinc i n q• ooti 
of t ho o r dirw t i ona by t be Episcoa,1el Church ( wo u Ud e rooction pa r ticulorl;n 
s tronc becouoe of hia own earlier personsl r~eervstions on t he i r poetoral 
wisdoo'i) ond t o ay mind rii h tly refused t o sllow t h e c ontext of our deba te 
t o bo tho t o f Ang l icans llavi ne t o me ot Roman Cathol ic ob j ection., . ( I was 
the t hi rd Ang l i can in f avour} . Dot h Hi ,hop Comeron 11nd l"r o fe6oor Foahole-
Luko ha vo r escrva t . ono . Si r- hop Ceawron s oid t hot the i osuo twd onl y oomo to 
the Aus t ralian ege nde b e caus e of t he llCC e nd he t hough t it rdsed qu cotlons 
o f a u t hority ond Go d ' s ,:>ur po i;e in t he Church: ll,l.ho t exporimc,n to were .. noei t ­
irnote ? • ro f ceDor r aehole- Luke , who is our.1:ently wo r ki ng on t he c oncept of 
t r r diti o n , a poor e u t o wish to pl8Ce the t r Dditi on of o c ul tur e ( o. c . Afr i con 
c u l t ure) on t bo s~mo e tonding os the t r adi t ion , ond t o see both es liobl e t o 
chang e . hi a 

1
Josi tion wos no t a l w-;;; eesy t o i dent ify: on t he one bond , he 

valued t h o ACC f or t he international s upport it @f! or ded to Africen Churchoe 
" • C i n 4's i r o, when undor politica l yr e _ urt. but he also e oemed e otno\lbet to 
r ~ on t tho ioposl tion by t he ACC of thia ,,. ea e r n que tition on the African 
Churcbeo : ho diami aaed t be responso of the Church of Kony0 , i lllplying , I t hi nk 
t het i t uss dono t o pleooe ACC . I em famili ar wi t L the groa t emphesis on tht'> 
i mi-ortonco o f the t.fricen c ultura l end rolig ious t redition on t h• way t hot 
,d ~i cans do t heolos y 0 : d i t rnus t be teken os soriou0ly sts blsck or liberotion 
thoolo..,:, , but I ::, r.i not o t sll sure t hat t uo ~,ec..t Africs n ed~ceted women I 
k now woulu ogr oe wi t b b i s reading o f th• c ultura l con t ext (I-ether Ho t c hk in 
more or l es t ao id t h i s from !de Noirobi ex-,er ience ) , and it cont rast s oddly 
v i t b t he feet, t old us by t ho Priol' of t h e DPocones s Com11i~n ity the t , e l one 
in hat c o~ unity, s oeur Morie- Msdeloine Uandj t s Cemor o~n1on, ha s been 
ordoinod .JO O .. o r , b cet.se t bo si t w:iti on in t ho Presbytor 1on Church i n t h e 

. Caoeroun ce~l otl f or itJ 

It ia c l eor t ha t , b ohind thi s whole question l ieo 
8 

lll8jo~ ~~
s t

~ tio~ 
0!11 

s t y l e J OO u l bly of doc t rine between ou r two CoCJmunions . r_.esla t er ~ 1 8 t 
; ,._ ,

0 
rio~ t for Roos n Co t holi c • , • n~ th ere fore it bo:~~•~ t ~m:~:!:~ !/•t r.° 

ex.ornine t h o Dccla r o tion int er invi,,n1ores t o di s~o ma ~otorium but dooa 
Hahner f indc i t an a ut11ontic doclorvtion of t he o~on ~ t l d t l" 't o t i i t c onclus 1on ; wo ~ e 1 0 o -~ 
no t rocerd i to o r ~uoont e as s up por no : t i t doeo not end s t udy 
D· clors tion i a t he lowest ron~ o f Curi el oc ~me n n~ of f i ciBl e . s ndinJ • Honc Gt 
e nd disc u ,: i on ; t he scco111,.ony1ng com ,on t e ~ io: d not oe i d that t he exclusion 
also the lc~ortance f elt thDt t he Declara!1° ~00

8
( wough os ono qu~, tion 

o f ~omen f r oo t bo prioetho od was dG j~; Toftion t hst t ho Churoh dooa not 
r oic ed put it : if e s t end i o token on 1: i~e flxi r,t i ns e t ote of t hings ifl 
fo el 1.01:oolf ot:1_·.oworod t u ehoni:,o , b oce~s i t b o d l f foronoo betweon t hat and 
t ho wi ll of Chris t for hi n Church, wba 

8 

6
oying i t is de jur o divino?) 
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7. 

a. 

9. 

3 

The Anf;li c an Oomr..unieo , lilBde u o os it io of sutbaoaoua churobc6 ,ond 
1,rovinoos ,, does not operat• th~ough s cen t ral, bindin« authority. r,ot 
only ,u •<r Aog_ ics? c hurcboe d i v oroo in p r a otic t. • but t hoy boliev• thot 
they ere e:c?r0Ge1ng t heir uni ty in end t hr ous b l c&i t i mote divoraity. 

Two quos tions f ollow from t his. Firstl y i19tho o r dina tion of women 
par t o f l e6 itioete divoreity1 I t wes noted that, ot e r ecen t mee ting 
of AR0 I C, i t had been Bade cl ea r thet An~lican did not eee the ordi no tion 
ot vooen oo o cle ;::t1rturo from t he agreod s tetemont of t he mi nietry s those 
An{;licon ohurcho~ tho t oi·dain woe.en believo that thoy are s, being both 
f•i t h f ul ~o tred1. t ion and expreoe ing a lot;i t im1J le new development• ( I n 
c onor o l , 1. t c &n be noted t hot !2, Anglicon Church/1-rovince eocCIS to lls ve 
docloreu such ordinat i on t o bo lnhorent ly ii:3possibl ~; t hough t h• nr eu­
~•nto, O• L• of t bc Declarotio , find eohoee in our churcboo, no church 
or ;,rovinoe hoe based. ,a n of .. icial docieion o n ouch orgumonto a n• gative 
d cc isiono s eem t o J.ll1~ l:y 1 1 i t is i nnopportune ,• • not yet•, ' d .. vioivo, , 
ratbor t hon sicply ' 1.mposciblo ' ) . 'l'he oecond queution ls , at course 
givon thoec two different etyl oe, io t l or • ony hop• thot~ the goal of 
full eoamuni on oen bE> ot toined betweon our churches unlose ei t her 
Romon Cs t ho . i c s t homseivea or d9i n women or Anglicona give up such 
ortlinotionG? ( I t should be not ed th&t i t is port of the Angiicen undor­
Gt.and ng ot openne e o t u the Spirit io t hat it mu. t slso ~Qan s readinO~$ 
to s uboit decisions t o the ex;_Jor i enco f t he Cburch a i t mi ght be f ound 
not t o bo o f God ). 

Unlike t he Or t t.o dox ( who soe.J to e ntertain some s t renge hope that 

'7• 
- I 

l o.-:ibot h ,:i l l ei.,p ly ~•11 tbo Amoricon , Conodion, How '-H l end and Ilong 
t.o:.c Chur ch eo to stop o r daini ng woaen , end who a .,poa r t o r sgord t noir 
9c tion eo c ~a nit1t, that Angl icono have lost their Syecificity ovor o ~oinot 
.1: r o t.of' a nt chur c hes) informed Romon Cot hol i c s r ec og..1ise t h(Jt , for t ho 
iffl!lloc ieto f uture>th e Anelican CoOQunion will bavo women prioeta . It wao 
no t e d tuet J\RC_c i tself bou not , in t he .; t , 1.oo ont on the tH.niotr.r , 
CoD!Ji dorod tho quoation as t o v.. Yas 'c•pa x • o f ordination. ( Thero uae 
some ovidonco fl-om ~g : tud~- ' o e er t hat , in s pit• of hi s f r e quent 
proo ure , tho Secrow r iet f .:,r t.ni ty f o r l o ng refused t o toko eoriouoly 
t he posaibi . i t y of Anc ice n o dinotior- o f wol!!lon to prieetb•.;o d . ) 

I t i n cloor tbot he Romsn Ca t boliea pres ent wor • s nxious tbot thi s 
ao ttor s hould no t finell y prove an obote ol e to f ull c omuunion but t h e 
dileo::io reooinss if they believe it hazo douu to or doin vomen , can t hey 
rec.>gnieo it eo l ogitic.oto f or us t o do so? lt i s cleor t hot t he w!iole 
Roman Cat holic etyle ond 0 p r ooch l!lOt oe it dif!ic Ll t for t he~ to say yes , 
but t hoy ore very e rudoua to keev the qu•et ion opon. in tbe hope thot 
f u r the r \rJo rk t ogether, not ol l y on this i o::;u o , oay h.ab~ tho woy for ward . 

Ono ,_uoation roioe d by t ,g r: !·urdoy , oucht t o be further considered . 
Ho p .>int od out th.it Licauru ACC had roc ot:J , onded Anclicon churches and 
f rbvin coa t o c o nsult wit, other Cburchoo i n t neir e r eo . ll• wondorod 
wbothe r , a pe rt f rom t he U..:;A J t his h o<l beon do ne. The f ulleot i nfor cotion 
svDtls blo to me vben I wr o te my orticle relo tou to t h o A~cs n Epiecoc~l 
Church • a consul t o tion wit, Roman Ca t ho l i e ond 01· t. o dox Cburoheo ( ond ovon 
t h o y llod f ound it diti i cul t t o 111ount c onsul t o t i on with non- Epi sco1JOl 
Chur c hc& . ) At the Coru,ult~tion we let rned o f o~mils r Angl icon- Ro~an 
C.o t hol i c d i o logue i n C•n'do • ( where o f c uure;e tbe Angl i can Church, t ! : 0 ueb 
l ong no oti • tlone with t he Uni t ed Church o f Consdo which hos women o in1otor5 , 
w<;ulu b~vo boon fomilisr with t i,e r r t.,i.LH.t t o fro~ t .1oir oido ) . It doo~ not 
v po~r t hot , o ~a r t f r om s ome j o int otudy o f tho i ssue v itb tho hothod1G~c , 
(roo tint, i n • s moll but uGof ul r o.,.ort) ot the t ime of l,!'!6.ilcori-• o tlH 1 ~ 

i t v d.ioouasiona 
I 

WO ne'YO 4on• onythi ll(, comvo reble in .. ne,.i.o~d. . Tho ,iu es:1.on 
t nn t r iov i n my mind io t liie c wus ouch di&locue o, bl• 1.n North AOoiico 
l rociooly b •causo t he ,,u c,., tion i u o .L ive i iwu o in t he Nomon Cotbolic Church 



• 
th•r•, wb•t-eea i n J,;n£lond , S Oiie Tboo l ogi o n.e end i ndi viduol s i'i>or t a , 
i t i8 no t e o or ious quoetio n f or Roaon Ca thol ics ? 

~ 

l.O. Whe t ot the future? Th o ugh t h e1·e"-( l arc e ly un rec;a r d cd) vo i c oa o f 
':'he<>log i&IW re.i.01:>d in fovour ot Row•n Ca t holic or d ino t i on of ~ m•n, 
the pres ent pooi t ion boe t h e eup.,ort of t ho •es t t:Ja j or ity of t h G 
Bi ehope e nd i t unl i k • l y t o obe ngo .. On.ly in t h e Unitod ..i totos do-■ 
t h i s nppe~r t o bo a burning quooti o n ond i t 1~ elwoyo yoooiblo (pr obab l y 
un f•irl y) to wri t e thia o f i oo e yieldi ns t o eoo~l e r e nd \.Q mon 'e 
mo v o:::ient pr es s uros. At the aome timo , :Lt oe omo l i k 0ly t uo t . 1,hotvver 
t be 6burch o f Eng lund does 0 1· cLo • e no t doo i d e t hio tlov cobcr, t h • nUAtber 
of Anglic on Churehos/1-r ovinces t he t or dai n wallen wi ll r:;l"o<lual l y i nc reee e. 
( 1:oto that not . i ng com!?oroblo t o t h e Amoricon schi sm oeooa to have tak 411 
ploco i n Ca noda. which a p pa . ontly r ema i ns poacof ul on u i t oeeC\S cleor 
tha t i n ECLSA t t houg h oany r emain u nbeJ"J.(JJ'• t h o octuol e i ~~o ,md l :npor t ­
oneo of t h e e c .. i s m,:, t i £ g r o up ho• been o>..a s~e1·e tod b ore) . 

1.1 . I s tbore then • n i r:ipo a o e ? Two po a t b i l i t ieas f iro t o f e l l & e l i con.-
nou n Cs t hol i c diel.ogu o n e e ds t o pursue e v i'1ol e numbor o f me t t era 
which a t .oc t t hi s i eoue : e . g . co n tinu e d work on a i n i o t ry , our undor ­
s ~• ndi ng o f troditi ~n , c r eo tion , h uman e ex~vlity ot c . I t ooy be thet 
d•e er un a e r o t snd i ng moy throw light on this other i oi..:uo . Bu t I s ee 
o ne o t h or poa eibi i ty , ( ho ., ove r r emoto and u n l i k oly ) . On t he ! o o o o f i t 
t he HolllDn Co t boJ. ic Church o ceme t o be in a .1-'eri od oi s l i ,,htly oo naorva t i v e 
reac t ion e i t or Bll t he exuberance of t ho Council end voot- Counoil pori ou . 
But . 1 ! Vvtic3 n II wos , at leo t i n part, a r ee pons o bo t h to o s or i oua 
e i t us tioa wi t h i n t h e Roman Co t hol i c Church o. e . i n Woutorn L'uropc , and 
ite need t o m~ et ~-i t e di f f oronl cul t ura l oo ndi t i o ne i n h f r ico ( vhore 
C~r iation i ty i s g rot1ing fes ter tha n anywh e re e l s e in t h e wur ld>tbim it 
c a y be t ha t , for f r om s e t t l inb d own t o a .JOri od o f c ons o! i t oti on1 t h• 
Romo n Catholic Churc h 0 3y , 0 110 0 0 1..,o i n, have t o rooc t t o vor y oor .:.ouo 
J r obl oos . For exa1:1pl o, from b o t h fairl y t raditional ( but not Lof ob~ 
t y p e) HoJ:U> n ;;o t hvlio f r i e n ds , o n d a s brewd Frenc h 1·r o t ootont . I hoard 
s imila r s c c ounts of t he c ur r ent p r obbms of t h o Romon Co t holi c Church in 
Fr a n c e . l t i s oo i d t ha t , no t only d i d F1·onchmen make t h e r un n ing e t the 
Cou nc i l , but t ho t t h e F. en c h Bi o hops h3v o c on t i nued t o preos f ortw r d , ond 
tbet t ho is a bontlonmen t o f' Ca tec hism. quoL, tio ni nn o f Col i bs c y ( a nd 
even pr Dc t i ee o f conc ubine e ) , and &On orel c o n f usi o n loo din¥ to t urt h •r 
dooerti onn from the p r o c t ice o f ca t h ol icism (Le f eb~ ond ol l t ha t o ,)e r t ) . 
( My , rot ea tont i n formen t u , however, e l oo s poke i n c l owi nt, t e rms o f t h e 
m.ogni f i cen t r e newal o f t h o WoQen ' a r eli gi ous communiti oo, end t heir 
r adi c a l r edeplo yoon t o f t h eir c ons i d e r o blo wool t h i n i m\~i ne ti ve new 
· s ys for t ho e orvi c e of t h e c hurch Dnd o f p eople i n 6 0noro l ) . Likowiee , 
.ui s ho Vslentino ooid tl1a t t h o r e would soon b o n o Roman Cathol i c work 
in liort hor n Cana de b eoeuae t h e chu r c h woul<l h ov e no priooto t o o"nd I 
t h or e h o e b e{ln 0 c ollopse o f woco t ions . The s i t uoti o n i n -R f r ico a 3sin • 
, o rieo , but it i o s t l oo t p oos i ble t h a t Afr i c an Romon Cuthol i oa ma y , es 
c ert a in Af ric o n t,OGl iosno end i•r o t e o to .ute b ov o o l r oo d y do ne , oto r t to 
c twl lttrl{!O t he Euro poan- Americen domi nanoo o f t he Church o nd Theology. 
If ony o f tbeo e t h i ngs h o .,,p en t h on , wh e ther i t went& t o or no t , t h e 
Roman Co t holic Churc h moy , onco oguin, n oed t o look r odic ul l y o t its 
oitu.o t i on, Du t vould t hi e involve conv i doring t ho or di n..~tion of "'8Wen? 
S overel ;,oint s t o be no ted a womon r olig ioiw of e ctiv9 oomrJuni t i ee have 
come t o occupy a eol iolog icel r ole no t unlike t o t of t ho c l orgya to 
6i vo vo r k t o t hom t o do i D ' oo f er ' t hvn c i vin~ i t t o l ait y. uu t . 
sup. oo inc they a i mpl y di eo o,.>oor ond voca t ions { ox c op t 1,or lu.1 ps to 
con t o Ll a t i ve c ommuniti eo ) dry u p? { The.,. neve r bt.vo r oe l l y ' taken on' 
in A f ries) . Tho Church a c cu ~tomed t o w mvn r ol i c i o tio d i nc t hi ngs 
(even if e o on oo o 6ort o f • t i~ird sox ' ) n i ~h t t ol oro te othor \-tomen 
do ing it . I n dee d thi o i a o.Lr oody hop p e i:incp womon. oo ,f',, t h Qr ConGs r 
s o id, olr aody do for moro t ho n th• d oa c onoeoeos of t h o orly Cburc1 di d . 
I ndoed • i n ~a r too f L~ t i n Ac erico vnd Afr i co oo c r oo t i s t h • o l~r tac o o f 



, • prio~ts t hot ~vmen r eli c iom; not only r un vsrishes but ore the minia Lore 
of the :.;uc l.an.iat using t he; reserved saorsr.:ent t c do so. 

12 . To r t. t urn briefly t o our own Com .,unio i, . Maybe wo 1:Dve • n ex. erieno• 
t o try, not pnly for our Olin Gakos? b\lt 9lso f or the aoke 01 o ther 
Churc:.o • ~ so en• Angliesn ~ rovince wil l wotcl: tho ex1,erienoe 
thot enCJ tber hos of women privt; ts snd sek vhv t may bo t ho lo1.1r nint 
fro,u i t , lrens ferrod t o i ts own context , eo , i f we are ne i t her feor f il 
nor ar rocent, ~orhs ra we , ( ee lh3ny other churcb co no• ~ alr oedy done), 
msy have soaet, ing t o ~ffer by w•y of exµ•rience to the Church Csthol ic 
•nd Universsl . 

7 Mprch 1978 
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