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BUL ALY N OOl CLDIBATICGN OF WOMENG

This Consultetion took pilsce freom 27 Februsry - 3 Hereh 197¢ 2t the heostel
of the French/Frotestsnt Descone:s Comuunity st Verssilles. Given thet
certein Anglicon Churches have ordeined wumen to the presbyterate, the
question posed to thie Consultation wes not to discuss whether or not it
wes right to ordein women (though inevitebly this could not be excluded
from our disleogue) but rether t. consider:

' to what extent end in whet veys churches with women priests end
churches without women priests cen be reconciled in sscrementsl
fellowehip.'

A re ort wae sgrecd snd it is hoped thet in due cour e it cen be

eveilsble, but it must sweit Anglicen snd Vaticen clesrsnce,

The members!'ip wes os follows:

Homan Cstholis Fether Yves Conpsr O.ie (loris), Fether L.Doyle OFM
(Fronciscen Study Centre, University of Kent, Centerbury), Fsther i'ierre
Luprey F, (Seerctarist for Umity), Fother John Notchkin, (Yecretoary of
‘nited Ststes Disho;s' Loumenicel Comamission), and Mgr: willism Furdey
(secroteriet for nity end Co-Secretsery of ARCIC)

in licon Dishop Jonsld Csmercon (Assisient Lishop of Sydney), Bislop
Sarry Velentipne ( of Rupertsland, Censds), Frofes:cor Fssholeo-Luke (Foursh
Bsy College, Sierrs Leone), lrofessor Jomes Gr ffise (SubeDesn lisshotsh
House .4), end myself with Christopher Lill (Assietent Cheplsin Arch-
bigho: of Centerbury's CounBellors on Foreign ke atious end Co=becr . toery

of LRUIC) se secretsry.

(Fothor Congsr wes far from well end only acble tc ettend pert of the
Consultotion snd I missec half e day through sickness).

Hemberu were -ent beforehand:

A summapry of Anglicen decisions sud Heporte cn the issue 1968<77.

4 o.er on the origine of the Consultstion.

My Ecumenicel deview srticle un the ordinmstion of womenm in the Anglicen

Comuunion and fhe Ecurenical Debste.

Ang icens we:rc alsc sent the Decls stion on the  uestion of the Aduiscion

of Women to the Hinisterisl rric:thood (integinsigniores) prepered by the
wocred Con regetion fcr the Doctrine of the Faith, and its sccompenying
com entary,

‘n errivol, we received two further peperss

- @ (sper by Mgr: rurdey on the Urdineticn of Women snd Angl.cen/Romen
Cothelic Helstione, using my pepcr os o fremework for his comments
end inforvetione.

- & suort eper by Fother lotchkin (with meseive att:.ched documentstion)
being on Americen report on Angl.cens end Romen Catholice on the
Urdinstion of Women,

We were plsc given o boouk, published by the Couuncil cf the laity ot the

Veticen on the Church snd the Internctionel Women's Yeer ( but this was

recognised o8 periphersl to our mein guestion)e

It ¢1d not a pesr thet eny of those present were ccuvinced that it wes
imposc ble for wemen to be pricete. Of the Romen Cetholics: Father Doyle
and Father Hotchkin believed in the Urdinotion of Womeni the cther three
were cotniitted to the stotement that the Romen Cetholic Church believes
that she has not the right to change the tredition unbroken throughout
the history of the Church universel in the Eest end We:t snd considered

to conform to Ged's plan for hie Chureh. Witiin this view, there were
some voristions of emphasis: Father Conger, for exoemple, thought the
question wes not a cleor one: there wo: no evidence thet e mele priesthood
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The Anglicen Comnunicn, mede up s it is of sutbmomous churches and
provincese, does not operate through & centrsl, binding suthority. lot
ouly @re¢ Ang icen churches diverse im practicc, but they believe thet
they ere exprescing their unity in end through legitimate diversity.

Two questions follow from this. Firstlygsthe ordinstion of women

pert of legitinete diversityi It wes noted thet, ot @ recent mecting

of ACIC, 1t hed been made clesr thet Angliocsn did not see the ordinstion
of wonen a8 5 depsrture from the agreod steiement of the ministryt those
Anglicon churches thet ordeain women believe thet they ereg veing both
feithful to trsdition and expressing 2 legitimete new development, ( In
geners.!, it cen be noted thet mo Anglicenm Church/rrevince seems to Lave
declered such ordinstion to be inherently impos=ible; though the srgu-
ments, €... of the Declerstio , find echoes in our churches, no church
or province hes bssed an of:icisl decision on such srguments: negetive
decicions seem to imply:'it is invopportuney ' not yet', 'divisive,'
rather then simply 'imposcible'). The second questiom is, of course,
given thesc two different siyles, ie tlore emy hope thety the goal of
full communicn oen be stitoined between our churches unless either

Roman Cetho.ics themselves ordein women or Anglicsms give up such
ordinctions? ( It should be noted thet it is pert of the Anglicsm under-
stond ng of openness to the Spirit is thet it mu t elsc mesn & resdiness
to subnit decisions to the experience - f the Churchi it might be found

not to be of God).

Unlike the Ortiodox ( who sec to entertain some sirenge hope thet
Lenbeth vill ei ply tell the Amcricen, Canadien, HNew ueslsnd and long
kong Churches to stop ordeining women, end who a pesr tc regerd their
sction es mcenin; that Anglicans heve lost their specificity over s e2inst
Protes snt churches) informed Romen Catholics recoguise thet, for the
immeciste future,the Anglican Communion will heve women priceis. It wos
noted that ARC. C itself hed not, in the Stutement on the Ministry,
considered the guestion ss to who was ‘cspex' of ordinstion, ( Therc Bowas
some ovidence from Mz: : .urdey's ~eper thet, in spite of his frequent
prec-ure, the Secroisrist for Unity for long refused to teke seriously
the possibility of Ang:icen ordinstion of womenm to priesthuood.)

It ie clesr thet 'he Romsn Cstholice present wer  snxious that this
mstter should mot finelly prove on obsteele to full comuunion but the
dilemus remoinss: if they belieove it haozo dous to ordein women, can they
recognise it as legitivote for us to do B07 It is cleor that the whole
Romsn Cetholic style snd sp roseh sskes it difficult for then to say Yyes,
but they ere very snxious to kee, the question open, in the hope that
further work together, not si: ly orn this issue, 8y hlkp the wey forwerd.

Une _uestion reised by kgri iurdey, ought to be further considered.
He pointed out that Limuru ACC hed recom ended Anglicen churches end
Provinces to consult with other Churches in their ares. He wondered .
whether, spert from the ULA this hed been done. The fullest informoticn
avofloble to me when I wrote my osrticle relsted to the Apaxican Episcopol
Church'e consulteticn wit: Romen Cetholie ond Ort. gdox Churches ( snd even
they hed found it difricult fo mount consulte tion with non=-Episcopel
Churches.) At the Consultstion we lesrned of similer Anglicen-Roman
Cotholie dislogue in Candde, ( where of course the Anglicen Chureh, tlycggh
long negotistions with the United Church of Ceunsde which hes women ministers,
would hove been fomilisr with the srguneuts frosm their side)s It doo? not
s pecr thot, apsrt from some joint etudy of the issue with the ke;hquvfsu
(roe. ting in s smell but useful rejort) et the time of Anglicen-rothocd F“
it, discussions, we hsve done snything compereble in unbxand.”The quost;;n
thot rise in my mind is thist wes guch dislogue oo ble %n lorth Qmer :8
precisely brocsuse the quection is @ live issue in the Roman Catholiec Churc




10.

il.

there, wheress in Lnglond, some Theclogisns snd individusls ports,
it is nol e perious question for Romsn Catholics?

al
what of the future? Though there (largely unregarded) voices of
Theologisns reised in fevour of Romsn Cstholic ordinstion of wmen,
the precent position hes the support of the vest wasjority of the
Bishops end it unlikely to ehsnge. OUnly in the United itintes does
this eppear to be » buraing question esnd it is elweys ossible (probebly
unfeirly) to write this ofi es » yielding to seculsr snd women's
movement pressures. At the seme time, it seems likely thot, vhotever
the Church of Englend does or uoes not decide thie Hoveuber, the number
of Apgliesn Churches/irovinces thet ordsin wemen will graduslly incresse,
(lote that not ing comporsble to the Americon schisu seens to heve tsken
place in Censda, which spps:ently remsins peaceful end it seeme clesr
thet in ECUSA, though msny remsin unheppy, the setuel size snd import-
snce of the gehisustic group hes been exaggersted here),

Is there then sn impesse? Two posc bilitiess firet of sll ﬂnglicon-
loman Cstholic dislogue needs to pursue & whele number of mstiers

which sfiect this icoue: e.ge continued work on uwinisiry, our under=
siending of treditiony crestion, humsn sexuelity etc. It mesy be thet
dee  er understending may throw light on this other issue. But 1 see

one other peesibi ity, (however remote snd unlikely). On the fece of it
the Homen Catholic Churech ecems toc be im ¢ pericd of sli hily couservstive
resetion safter sll the exubersnce of the Council end post-Council period,
But, if Voticem Il wes, ot les-t in pert, o response both to 2 serious
situsticn within the Homesn Cetholie¢ Church e.ge in Wewmlern Lurope, end
ite need to meet yuite different culturel conditioms in Africe (where
Christisnity is growing feaster then snywhere else in the world)then it
mey be thet, for from settling down to & jeriod of comsolicotion, the
Romen Catholie Church mey, omnce spein, have to resct tu very sericus
problemss For exsmple, from buth feirly trsditionsl ( but not Lefebiné
type) lomsn Cathulic friemds, end @ shrewd French irotestent, 1 heard
similar sccounts of the curvent prolbms of the Romen Cotholie Church inm
Frgnce, It is soid that, not only did Trenchmen mske the running ot the
Council, but thet the Freneh Bishops hsve eontinued to press forusrd, and
thet <he is sbendonment of Cetechisu, questioning of Celibscy ( snd
even prectise of concubine e, end genersl confusion lecdin: to further
desertions from the proctice of catholicism (LefebyeR snd sll that spart).
(My irotestent informents, however, slsc spoke in glowin; terms of the
mogniiicent renewsl of the women's religious communities, end their
redical redeployment cf their comsiderable weslth in imoginetive new
veys for tho service of the church snd of pecple in generel). Likeowise,
sisho Velentin: seid thst there would soon be no Romen Cstholic work
in lierthern Censde becsuse the church would heve no pricsts to semnds
there hes been a ccllepse of wocastions. The situstiocn in Africe egein,
.ories, but it is st lea t posesible thet Africen Romen Cutholics may, s
certain African Anglicens snd irotectauts heve alrcedy done, stert to
chellenge the Eurcpesn-imericen dominsnce of the Church end Theologye

If pny of these things he pen then, wheither it wents to or not, the
Romen Cethelie Church mey, once sgein, need to look redicoelly ot its
situstions But would this involve considering the ordinotion of wemen?
Seversl points to be noted: women religiols of ective comuunitiee heve
come to occupy @ eoldiologicsl role not uniike t ot of the clergy: to
give work to them to do is 'vafer' them pgiving it to leity. but,
suppoeing they simply dissppesr end vocatione (excopt perheps to

conte: lative communities) dry up? ( They never heve reslly 'teken on'
in aAfrica)., The Church sccustomed to women religiots d ing things

(even if soen s o sort of 'tiird eex') nmight tolerste other women

dodng it. Indeed thie is olreedy hesppening: women, so [ tiher Conger _
soid, elresdy do for more then the deseonessess of the e rly Churc: did.
Indeed, in partsof Letin Americe ond Africe so greot is the shortege of
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pricots thet women religioms not omly run perishes but ore the minislors
of the Zuchanist using the reserved sacranent to do so,

A

12 To return briefly to our own Com.uniou. Maybe we hove sn ex_ erience
to try,sot only for our own sskes, but slso for ihe sske oi cther
Churci.o » 8s one Anglicen :.rovince wil! watch the experience
thot snotheyr Les of women pricute snd esk whut may be the leerning
from it, lrensferred tc its own context, so, if we sre neither fecrf .l
mor srrocent, perhaps we, ( 88 msny other churckcs have slreedy done),
may have scmet. ing to .ffer by way of experience to the Church Cstholie
snd Universsl.

7 March 1978
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