‘UMD 1976
Ui, 1976 REPORT OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY Ls
| THE_ANGLICAN CHURGH OF CANADA g
REVATING :
TO_THE:_ORDINATION OF WOMEN TO THE PRESRYTERATE

At a special meeting of the House of Bishops

zg1§:ﬁig: hzli'?“ ““{ %9th. 1976, at Huron College, the Bgahzist::a:?itizzn :b“rCh
Cl%ri?led zhfit ondt ey had expressced at the meeting of the House held in “t c-bc
No;cnbcr 30:;; rntfn ﬁrstanding of the Conscience Clause, and set St. Andreu':v:)a e
e bl , as the date for the first ordinations of women to the prie hoody.

wose Dioceses of the Anglican Church of Canada where Bishops felt qledst in
this step. The Nouse felt {t might be useful to provide to mcnberac:£ h ‘:ntak‘
Communion and others a summary of the main steps which have been taken ineoutsltcan

Church and in the wider Anglican Communion
e @pituly as the Church has come to this decision.

The issue of the Ordination of Women to the Pri

esthood 15 no
now issue for Anplicans., Over forty years ago the Archbishop of Canterburyt !
appointed a Commizsion on the ministry of women which reported in 1935:

“rhe coatinucus tradition of the Church has been that of a male priesthood
and with this tradition we believe that the general mind of the Church ts'
still in accord. Moreover, we believe that for one branch of the Church to
2dmit women to the priesthood would involve disloyalty to that fundamental
unity in witness and tradition which exists even in the present divided stote
of Christendom."

The issue was not settled by this action. In 1944 the Bishop of
Hong Kong ordained a woman as priest but there was so wuch adverse reaction
from other parts of the Communion that she resigned the excicise of her Orders.

Coneern about the situvation persisted and at the Lambeth Conference
in 1948 a commitiee reported:

"Anglican tradition and order have certainly not hitherto recopnized or
contemplated the ordination of any women to the priesthood."

Again the issue was not settled. .Ic kept reappearing in England
and elsewhere. 1In 1967 it was debated in the National Assembly of the Church wf
England and a report prepared which did not make recommendations either vay.

Since the marter had come to be one of concern ln many parts of
the Anglican Communion, it was discussed by a Sub-Committee, by the Section on
Renewal in Ministry and then by the whole iambeth Conference in 196E.

The Section on Renewal in Ministry stated that the Section could
find no conclusive theological reason for witholding ordination to the priesthood

from women and continued:

from the early Fathers and the nedieval Church,
that a woman is incapable of receiving holy orders, arpears te refloct
biological assumptions about the nature of maa and woran waich bave

been generally dgiscarded today. 1f the anclent and medioval assu-rtioa:d
about the social role and inferfor status of women e W Jonger accepted,
the appeal to tradition is virtually ceduced to the observat len that
there happens to be no precedent for ordaining woween ok pricats.

"rhe tradition flowing

. - - . .
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The Conference as
Sasclur e a whole passed the four following
"The Conference affirms its o
at present presented for and
priesthood are inconclusive."

pinion that the theological

arguments as
against the ordination of =y

women to the

"
The Conference requests every national and regional Church or Province

to give careful study to the question of the ordi
nation of wo
the priesthood and to report its findings to the Anglican cOn::?tgzivc

Council (or Lambeth Consultative Body) which will mak
available to the Anglican Communion." R Eniacaskally

"The Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council {(or Lambeth
Consultative Body)

(a) to initiate consultaticns with other Churches which have women in
their ordained ministry and with these which have not.

(b) to distribute the information thus secured throughout the Anglican
Communion."

"The Conference recommends that, before any national or regional Church
or Province makes a final decision to ordain women te the presthood,
the advice of the Anglican Consultative Council (or Lambeth Censultative
Body) be sought znd carefully considered."

In Canada these Resolutions, and others from Lambeth. were
referred to appropriate bodies in our Church for study and were received by
the 1969 General Synod. Synod specifically requested the Primate to appoint
a task force to study the question of the ordination of women to the pricst-
hood. The task force was appointed and following much study gave an interim
report to the 1971 General Syncd and asked for and was given an extension of
time before making its final report. The 1971 Synod requested dioceses and
parishes to study the Lambeth Conference statements in the light of present
day conditions.

* The Anglican Consultative Courncil met for the first tf:c iTVIQIl.
It received reports at that meeting that eight Provinces had :egun‘d ::u;ﬁe
on the Lambeth Conference request concerning the crdination o 1h°:anhrounh
priesthoed, but no formal reports were recechd. It also rece vcr."ong Sas
the Council of South-East Asia, 2 communicarion from thfisiih:g z} .
who, following approval of his Diccesan Synod of the p.‘nc P O ifhodd:
ation of women to the priesthood, desired to ordainm two \iomcnc spcélfic.
The Courcil passed the following Resolutions, onec gencral, on

can Comrunion to pive their con s
CR 35, and to CXPTCSS their vicwva ﬂ
Consultative Council in 1973.

call on all Churches of the Anpli
to this subject as requested by L :
time for consideration by the Anglican
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"In reply to the request of th ’
e Council of the Church of South-
this Council adviscs the Bishop of Hong Kong, acting vithO:;h East Asia,
of his Synod ¢ approval

v and any other bishop of the Anpglica

the approval of his Provinee, that, {f he dcgidesnt§°z¢::::nuonc

the priesthood, his action will be acceptable to this Council: 1:d‘oh
this Council wil]l use its gpood offices to encourage all Provi;c;e o; "
the Anglican Communion to continue in communion with these diocc;cs."

acting with

This motion was passed by a very small majority. (Carried 24-22)

In the same year in Canada the House of Bishops authorized
appropriate action whereby women could be ordained as deacons and those
presently holding the office of deaconess could become deacons, if they so
desired. They were then recognized as being in Holy Orders.

These were In keeping with Lambeth recommendations.

The Primate's Task Force on the Ordination of Women to the
Priesthood reported to the General Synod Committee on Ministry in the interva!l
betwean the 1971 and 1973 Syneds. The majority report recommended acceptance
of the principle of the ordination of women to the priesthood. The committee
appraoved the recemmendation and communicated it to the House of Bishops and to
General Synod, together with a draft resolution for presentation to Syncd.
The House of Bishops discussed the report and recosmendations with care.
When General Synod met, following long and careful debate, the following
motion was passed in all three Orders:

“That this General Synod accept the principle of the Ordination of
Women to the Priesthood, that this decision be communicated to the
Anglican Consuitative Council, and that implementation not take place
until the House of Bishops has worked out a pattern for the Canadian
Church that would include an educational process for the Church.”

In 1973 the Anglican Consultative Council met for the second
time. It noted that the Bishop of Hong Kong had ordained two women a3 priests
and that no Church or Province had ceased to be incommunion with the Diocese.

“This is not to say that all of them approve the action taken. In fairness
it must be said, however, that remaining in communion indicates that
the other Churches and Provinces respect the right of liong Konp to its
action, in the light of Limuru Reselution 28."

It also reccived reports from the Churches of the Provinces of 3
Burma, New Zcaland and Canada all approving the principle of ic zrd&ng;;:: of
women to the pricsthood and from the Church of England, the cnu:cdio;tin'-lﬂnt
the Episcopal Church in the U.S5.A. and the Church of AustralinThn ﬁz;th Faci(ic
preliminary actions had been taken and final action pending. :d-not i
Council and the Province of Central Africa indicated that it wou
opportunc to take action in their areas.

“The South Pacific Anglican Council reported that most of its pcople
are not yet ready Lo accept women priests.

at the time to

" be © ortune
hat §t would not PP for e

a reported t :
Central Africa rep Study by cach diocese, however,

procecd with any proposal.
recommended."

/(v

————
-
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The Council also passed the following Resolutions:
"The Council agrecs to recommend once more that,
of the Anglican Communion decides to ordain wo
should not cause any break in communion in ou

where any autonomous Province
men to the priesthood, this
r Anglican family,"

In favour 50, against 2,
abstentions 3

"The Council recognizes that any firm decision on the o
rdination of wo
the priesthood will have important ecumenical repercussions, which ncfﬁnczoh«
taken inte account; but this consideration should not be decisive. The
Churchea of the Anglican Communion must make their own decision."

In favour 54, against 1,
abstentions nil.

“"The Churches, Provinces and extra-provincial diocescs which have wot yet
responded to the Secretary General in terms of Limuru Resolutfon 28(a) and
(¢) are again urged to do so; on order that a wider conscnsus of opinion may
be obtained for further deliberation at ACC 3 in Perth in 1975."

In favour 54, against 1,
abstentions nil.

There seemed to be a clear indication of the direction of movement
in the Anglican Communion generally.

The House of Bishops of the Anglican Church of Canada met in Decesher,
1973. They reviewed the report and actions of the Anglican Consultative Conuncil
relacing to the ordination of women to the presbyterate and then began an cxamination
of factors requiring consideration if the decision of General Synod was to be
implemented. They considered five such factors = selection, training, placemcnt,
support and authorization. There was general agreement that women postulants should
be treated in the same way as male postulants in the matters of selectfon and training,
and when ordaineé should receive the same levels of financial support and fringe
benefits as men. These factors are already operative in the case of women deacons.
It was recognized that initially there would be difficulties relating to placement
and great care would have to be exercised. The major concern however was in the ar:: .
of authorization. Following careful discussion, the Hlouse passed the following motion:

"The House of Bishops, in considering the Resolution of General Synod thn;
implementation of the accepted principle of the Ordi?ation of Women to t1:lcrn
Priesthood not take place until the House of Bishops' has worked ?"E d‘g.(huffh
for the Canadian Church that would include an educational pattern ':; ;;t chuce .
recognizes an evident division wicthin our Church on this mn(tc;a dmlvhl 0
difficulty in reaching collegial concensus on when lnplcmcntatoq:’bl& L
possible. We agree that no immediate {mplementation wtfl bﬁ ?o; I aiion
time must be provided for a careful educational procvss.‘nnt e i
with other Christians, especially those {n other parts of the )

ed o

At the May, 1974 mecting of the House, Bishop v':lm:u:-n«cm:-:i:‘:ﬁ:cu..u
discussion relating to the ordination of women to the prir:Eh"?;;rtapch under
discussion would be more valuable and helpful Lf it could 1; 2: niblfcnl.
particular catepories and sugpested six - namely, Srr:ntn;-con%lltutt"n“l.
historical, theolepical, ecclesfologicaly socAolanich :q ncxl.ﬂlﬂrc would be to
Once consideration had been plven to the catepories, f 5 d the qustlon in
weigh the priorities ef the categories. The House discussc
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small groups using the suggested cate

itegories as a basis for ita dis
Reports of the discussion groups were given to Bishop Valentine toiu:::O:; the
preparation of a paper to be presented at the December meeting of the House
In the plenary session, the following motion was passed: )

"That this House asks the Chair to appoint a Task Forc
report for distribution to all Bishops in advance of :u:OD::::;:: :eetln
outlining the esscntial steps which would make possible implementation o
of the General Synod approval of the Principle of the Ordination of
Women to the Priecsthood, and that our December meeting accept and/or
reverse this report for distribution to the whole Church."

This was done.

At the December meeting of the House of Bishops, Bishop Valentine
presented a paper on the implementation of the Ceneral Syncd resolution re the
Ordination of Women to the Priesthood. Some revisions were made in the paper
in the course of discussion and the following motion was then passed:

"That this House of Bishops approve this document as revised on the
Ordination of Women for release and circulation throughout the Church."

The revised paper was printed as an insert in the Canadian Church-
man in the January, 1975 issue.

There werc two additonal motions passed which related to the
topic of concern:

“"That an in-depth corporate study on Ministry be placed on the Agenda of
the next meeting of the House of Bishops, to include two papers on Min-
istry subscquently to be made available to the Church."

"That the House see to it that 'the Committee on Ministry prepare and
distribute immediately to the dioceses a bibliography of study on the
nature of priesthood as requested by General Synod, Regina', along with
the revised Diocese of Huron Study Guide on the Ordination of Women to
the Priesthood.”

“"That each diocese be encouraged to involve its constituents of each Ord:r
in initiating a process of study, thought and prayer on {ssues surrounding
these concerns."

“That at the completion of the process there be an opportunity to assess
the mind of the people.”

“That it is the opinion of the Housc of Bishops that even uhiI?At:eal
implementation of the Ordination of Women to the Pricschood.thocappr;va’
General Synod, 1973), was referred to the House of Biﬁho?s;h éhurch o
in principle could well be a matter of Faith and Order : chéion .
should be ratified by a second vote at General Syngﬂ un c; ;;n i dir;ctcd
paragraph 2 of Declaration of Principles and that this opin

to the Organization Cormittee."



Synod and spen

Women to the Priesthood and the stand which th
discussed at Gencral Synod.
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The House of Bishops met again in June 197
: 5 just prio >
t considerable time discussing the question of ch: Or;1::t:zﬁc:2l
¢ House should take when it was

ol Tonia: A memorial was prepared for Ceneral Synod as

"The House of Bishops has continued to study the matter o
of Women to the Priesthood, and in particu{ar has studie: :2§o?§ti:2§i°"
(a) and (b) presented by the General Synod Committee on Ministry
Resolution (a) is similar to the first part of the resolution on.the
principle of the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood adopted at last
CGeneral Synod; resolution (b) takes the process a step further.

"Having in mind the unity of the Church and the collegiality of the House
of Bichops, as well as the will of General Synod as expressed in the 1973
resolution, the House of Bishops believes the right course of action at
this time is to be the simple reaffirmation of the 1973 resolution,

“"The House of Bishops shares the concern of the General Synod that a
principle, once declared and ratified by the Synod, should not be
rendered ineffective by improper delays in implementation. The House
therefore undertakes to be guided by the common decision of the Rishops
and other delegates, and to carry forward the task of implementation, if
such is indicated, with due regard to the feelings of the Anglican Church

throughout Canada, and the consciences of individual Bishops on both sides
of the question.

"The House of Bishops therefore moves that in place of resolutions (a)
and (b) substantive to the report of the Committee on Ministry, this

General Synod reaffirm the decision of the 26th Session which is expressed
in these words:

'That this Ceneral Synod accept the principle of the Ordination of
Women to the Priesthood, that this decision be communicated to the
Anglican Consultative Council, and that implementation not take place
until the House of Bishops has worked out a pattern for the Cana?ian
Church that would include an educational process for the Church.

“The House further memorializes General Syncd and the Agenda Committee that
it regard further debate and discussion on the floor of Synod and in the
issue groups to be a non-productive process. The House thercfors urg:s
the Agenda Committee to change the procedure in the following way onc
the previous procedural question is settled:

(a) To act to have no further speeches pro or conj

(b). To allow one full hour for a quiet reading and study of thind?cufﬁnt
tThe Ordination of Women to the Priesthood Pro and Con .ls 'fe: =
the Synod meeting room, or in consultation with other delega

some other place;
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(c) To provide fifteen minutes of corporate silen
L praye
the guidance of the Holy Spirit; prayer while we invoke

(d) Then to vote by secret ballot by Orders.

If the Agenda Committee finds it imposs

ible to do this, the Hous
to move this course of action on the f1l

ocor of Synod." s popire)

A special meetin
16th during Ceneral Synod when,
with the Agenda Committee and As
procedural requirements relating
Bishops were withdrawn.

g of the House was convened at noon on June
following receipt of a report of a consultation
sessors which dealt with constitutional and
to General Synod,the Memorials of the House of

General Synod, in due course,
on Minisctry, together with its motions,
the following motions:

received the report of the Committee
and following careful discussion passecd

“"That this General Synod reaffirm the principle of the ordination of women
to the priesthood.

It was requested that the vote on this resolution be recorded:

In favour Against
Laity 88 18
Clergy 75 30
Bishops 26 8
189 56

"That this Cencral Synod further affirm that it would be appropriate for
women qualified for the priesthood to be ordained at the discretion of
diocesan bishops acting within the normal procedures of their own
jurisdictions and in consultation with the House of Bishops.

In favour Against
Laity 95 9
Clergy 86 1;
Bishops 27 Ss=
208 35

—_—
-

"Be it resolved that no bishop, priest, decaon or l;ycpcr::nsagz}:d;:g
postulants for ordination of the Anglican Church o i-n:?l2tloe gLy
penalized in any manner nor suffer any canonical d s: 5 concéicncc B
forced into positions which violate or cocrce his ori ci 5 ;f sl o
result of Ceneral Synod's action in affirming the pr rc £1vc L
ation of women to the priesthood and requests those xso t
this matter to act upon the principle set out ahove.
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The House of Bishops met next in O

ctober 1975
Valentine presented a further paper on the ordination of uone:n:ont:hop
terate. It was agreed later in the meeting that the paper be circulztzzezgy-

members of the llouse and that Bishops be free t
The following motion was also passed: o use the paper as they wish.

"This House reaffirms a collegial commit
ment to the principle
implementation of the Ordination of Women to the PrZsbytegateand
while not pretending to unanimity, and therefore supports the'desire
and intention of those Bishops who, after due consultation with their

Dioceses, determine to ordain certain qualified women to the Presby-
terate.

“"Further, the House requests the Primate to inform the other Primates of
the Anglican Communion of this resolution, to seek their response to it

and report to the House by February 1976; and that he inform other
Conmunions of our intention.

"This House agrees that if these responses are not overvhelmingly negative
Bishops are free to proceed to the Ordination of Women to the Presbyterate
after November 1lst, 1976.

“In any case we intend to present our case, reasonably and urgently, to
the Lambeth Conference of 1978, or an acceptable alternative, and
thereafter to proceed to full implementation."

Following the meeting of the House of Bishops the Primate
sent or delivered the following letter with the indicated attachments to all
Primates or Presiding Bishops in the Anglican Communion. A nunber of these
parscus wlt informally in Naircbi pricr to the World Council of Churches
General Assembly.

November &4th, 1975.

"I am enclosing with this letter copies of two motions passed by our
House of Bishops which met from October 31st - November lst, 1975.

(See above).

"“"These two motions come after action of two successive General Synods
approving the Principle of the Ordination of Women to the P(iesthood
(1971, 1973), and also action of the 1973 General Synod gpiving authority
to the Bishops to act in consultation with the House of Bishops. Copies
of these motions are also enclosed. (See page 7)

"I hope that at the meeting of the Primates in Nairobi and also at the
Anglican Consultative Council some time can be given to this qucst:on.
We do want to act as responsible members of a family and not complicate

the situation of the other Provinces.

"rhe two questions I would like to address to the Primates for discussion

from the point of view of the Anglican Church of Canada are:

. . . s
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"1. In the Anglican structure, 4
1ic: » in the light of past acti
Lambeth Confurence and the Anglican Consultative Cou§:1?y :201
you agree that cach Province has the authority to act as'lo s
due procedure' in terms of 1ts own Canons is observed? e

"2. Would you, personally, recommend to your Prov
qualified under the criterfa of the ;rovincc t:zze::zg w:::n;rdai d
to the Presbyterate according to the procedures of the.Province n: 1d
be recognized as having been validly and regularly ordained ri;s: gu
We would rccognize that in other Provinces, as in other dioczses 1:-
Canada, they would not have the right to exercise their ministry without
the pernission of the Province or Diocese, House of Bishops or Bisho '
concerncd, (depending upon where authority lies in each Province). a

" This decision has not been made "unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly"
and I am personally heartened by the level of the discussion, the
recognition of the dififering views, the charity with whiclh they were
expressed at both General Synod and the House of Bishops, in the context
of a very sincere desire to try to discover Cod's will for our Church
in Canada, and to be willing to respond to it.

"We are now in the process of seeking to develop adequate means of
continuing discussion with, and providing pastoral support to, those
for whom the decision creates deep concern and hurt."

The discussion at Nairobi and subsequent mail responses did not
indizate an overwhelming negative response. The House of Bishops received a
verbal report from the Primate when it met in February 1976, and also received
a report from a Task Force on Guidelines re the Ordination of Women to the
Presbyterate. Since time for discussion was iimited and since the Anglican
Consultative Council would be meeting in April, it was agreed that a special
meeting of the House to receive information from the Anglican Consultative
Council and to make firm decisions about the next steps in Canada should be
held on May 29th. Prior to the meeting, the Primate mailed to all Bishops

the following materials:

- the draft section of the Anplican Consultative Council report cn the
Ordination of Women to the Presbyterate:

"IThere is no more pressing and perplexing problem of ministry than that
of the Ordination of women.'

"with those words, the ACC meeting in Dublin in 1973 began its report on
the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood. In the time since that report
the issue has continued to grow within the Church's life, influencing
it in all of its parts, calling it more and more to decisions.

about the theological, psychological,
ation of women to the pricsthood
interpretation of

"The great volume of opinion written
social and cultural aspects of the ordin
makes it unnecessary to undertake a restatement Or Ie=

that material.

- - - - .
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"It is more important that the church £
ace squarely what
within Anglicanism in relation to the issue, and {o uorkizr::pz:::ns
reality. Through the agency of the ACC the provinces may come to know
both what is undertaken in the rest of the Communion and why

"To that end it may be useful here to describe briefly what actions
have been taken in several places in the Anglican Communion since the
meeting of ACC-2. It will be seen that considerable movement has
occurred since that 1973 meeting in Dublin. Information about

positions in the Cozmunion up to that time can be found in
s, the Report

"Ordination of Women to the Priesthood Accomplished

“piocese of Hong Kong

“aAt the time of the Dublin meeting two women had been ordained. Since

then there has been one more woman ordained to the priesthood, and a
fourth has been made deacon.

"ordination of Women to the Priesthood approved in Principle

"(a) The Anglican Church of Canada

The General Synod of tils Church in 1975 reaffirmed ordination in
principle. The House of Bishops reaffirmed a collegial commit-

ment to the Principle while not pretending to unanimity, and supports
the desire and intention of those bishops who determine to ordain
women. The llouse agreed to refer their intention to the other
primates of the Anglican Communion and in the absence of an over-
whelmingly negative response to proceed to ordination of women

after November 1, 1976. The Primate of Canada reports that no such
response has sO far been received by him. It is also intended to
refer the matter to the next meeting of the Lambeth Conference.

"(b) The Church of England

General Synod imn July 1975 resolved 'That the Synod considers that
there are no fundamental objections to the ordination of women to
the priesthood'. The Synod invited the House of Bishops to bring
before the Synod a proposal to admit women tO the priesthood when
'{n light of developments in the Anglican Communion gencrally

as well as in this country' they judge the time of action to be
right.

“(c) The Episcopal Church in Scotland

Whilst no specific synodical action has been.reported the Commission
on Ministry reported 'while we can see no theological objection

in principle ... this is not an appropriate time for our Church

to take independent action.’



“(d)

"(e)

ll(f)

"n (s)

n (h)

“(1)

(11)
The Church of Wales

The Coverning Rody in April 1975 decided
' ' there are
objections to the Ordination of Women to the Prteath::dtngﬁ:miztal

would be incxpedient for the Church in Wale
8 to
action in this matter at the present time,' take:tnilararel

Chuech of the Province of the Indian Ocean

A Provincial Synod in November, 1974 approved in prin
ci
left it to cach Diocesce to put.into practice. P ple and

The Church of the Province of New Zealand

A Bill to allow the ordination of women to the priesthood was
adopted in 1974, CGeneral Synod procedures require a reconsider-
ation of such a matter at the following General Syned: this will
be in May 1976. The majority of Diocesan Synods have approved.

PECUSA

The General Convention in 1973 did not adopt canons to enable the
ordination of women to the priesthood. Since that time the House
of Bishops has re-affirmed its earlier acceptance of the principle
of the ordination of women to the priesthood and the matter will
come before General Convention in 1976 where to be adopted it
requires accceptance in both the House of Bishops and the lMouse of
Deputies.

Church of Ireland

The House of Rishops have said that they see no objection in principle
to the ordination of women. A motion is to be brought to Synod
ard the legal steps to cnable action to be taken are beinp examined.

The Church of South India

Synod in 1976 declared that 'men and women are both fqua{ly
eligible for the ordained ministry of the church ...'. The
declaration nceds to be ratified by two-thirds of the diocesan

¢ouncils.

“Preliminary Action Taken, Final Action Pending

" (a)

Church of the Province of South Africa

incial Synod in 1976 to

111 ask the Prov
A Provincial Commission w e irdoRrtiond e

approve the ordination of women to the di
episcopate.



n
(b) The Episcopal Synod of the Province of Central

Africa

A Resolution of the Episco
Pal Synod in 1973 aft -2, '
is not practicable to proceed actively in tais m::ttscai.the pPresent
en

time ..." is to be debat
e ed by the Provincial Synod when it next

"(c) Church of the Province of the West Indies

The Provincial Synod in 1975 requested all Dioceses '
and educate themselves to the importance and implicat

Ordination of Women'. Further action will b
Provincial Synod. 1 be taken a

ions of the
L the next

No action or negative action taken

"(a) Sri Lanka

No action taken yet as the matter is not yet an issue of importance
or urgency. '

"(b) Singapore

In December 1974 the Synod voted against the Ordination of Women to
the Priesthood.

"SUMMARY
"This reveals that:
- one diocese has ordained women

- eight Provinces have approved in principle, (as has the Church of
South India)

- seven Provinces have taken some preliminary action
-~ four Provinces have decided against.

"It is evident from this listing that there is within Anglicanism an
increasing acceptance of the principle that women may be ordained to the
priesthood. While it is recognized that the work of the Spirit of God
is not bound by majority opinions, the ACC has committed itself to
listen to its member churches, on this and other matters, and to describe
consensus as it forms. Most important to report is that the decisions
taken in the Provinces, as described here, and those under discussion
elsewhere in the Anglican Communion, are decisions made by faithﬁul i
people. They are decisions made after study and prayer ?nd in : ¢ ;O:O
viction that the god who acts in human history has called his churc

face this issue and to decide.
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People of goudwill and strongly held cos discuasiong a:didcb“‘e° among

any body of redecmed sinners, luc $ inevitable in
ment should lead to disunion. ¢ 15 that disagree-

as decisions about ordaining w Qn faces an opportunity,

d gi
and the number of women priests is increased. It is %h:co;::rtznzition
give witness to diversity without breaking the bonds of love which Sing
us in one Communion. P

omen to the priecsthoo

g s + The Episcopal
o°pted the recommendati
ACC-2 that, 'Where any autonomous Province on the Anglican Communio:n ot

decides to ordain women to the priesthood, this should not cause any
break in Communion in our family', (1974). In Southern Malawi, the
Diocesan Synod resolved, by a 3/4 majority, that any ordained woman

priest temporarily visiting in Southern Malawi be allowed to exercise
a priestly ministry.

"Christian people have ever faced the painful difficulty of maintaining
communion in spite of the divisions of conflicting ideologies and even
of warring nations. What they have discovered is that such communion
is not possible, except in Christ.

"We commend, therefore, to each Province, and within the Provinces also,

the grave duty to maintain unity in Christ, by the full measure of love
and toleration which is ours by the example of his ministry."

a copy of a letter received from the Province of Central Africa

“"From F.R. Snell PO Box 383, Marandellas, Rhodesia Telephone 2511

"By unanimous decision of the Episcopal Synod of the C.P.C.A. meeting
in Salisbury from March 6th to 9th, 1976 I was instructed to send as
soon as possible the message the text of which follows below.

F.R. Snell Secretary to Episcopal Synod, C.P.C.A.
March 11, 1976.

ince of Central Africa
"From the Episcopal Synod of the Church of the Prov .
To the Primate, Archbishops and Bishops of the Anglican Church of Canada:

"Dear Brothers in Christ,

Conscious of our relationship as Partners-in-Mission, a:dtt::Y:::iniﬁzp.
the benefits that your Church has bestowed on ours in t ation ;o ki
we address to you this plea to delay your professed inte? e
with the ordination of women to the priesthood unt@é mor;ign
ment has emerged on this issue within the Anglican Commu .

rtant part of our

impo
"We acknowledge that the Canadian Church is an imp action the more

Communion, and feel that this makes your proposed
significant and, we fear, possibly dangerous.
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"The last Lambeth Confercace certuinly did not give our Communion th

advice, as is sometimes misleadingly implied, that no theological o:j td
exist to the ordination of women to the pricsthood. At the same anec ons
are convinced that the Anglican Consultative Council has not yet achi wed
sufficient authority for its recommendations to be the basis of actio:v:

so controversial a matter, which involves a serious departure froi our >

ancient traditfon - serious cnough to threaten the undefined
bind Anglicans cogether. ned bonds that

"We thercfore ask you to delay action in this matter, at least until after
the next Lambeth Conference, at which it can be established whether or not
a sufficlent consensus exists in our Communion for us to proceed with
this grave, though possibly desirable, step."

"Proviucial Officer of the Auglican Church in Central Africa (C.P.C.A.)"

A statement of the Russian Orthodox Church

"{From a Report on the Nairobi Assewbly of the World Council of Churches
prepared by the Russian Orthodox Church and mailed to the Moderator and
Gencral Secretaries).

"In the course of the Assembly discussion over the sacramental ministcy of
women, it appeared that the Protestant majcrity considers it necessary
to reach a positive solution on this question in the context of general
disapproval of the discrimination against women.

“The Assembly found it nccessary to recommend the churches which accept
the sacramental winistry of women that they should not, "out of ecumenical
considerations", give up this idea and called upon all the churches -
both which ordain and which do not ordain women - 'to continue the
dialogue about full participation of women in the church ministry'.

"We sece no reason to object to any solution of this question in the con-
fessions wnich do not recognize ministry as a sacrament and which,
thercfore, from the Orcthodox point of view, have no sacramental ministry
as such.

"We do not deny the usceful purpose of discussion on a more active par-
ticipation of the laity - men and women alike - in the life of the
Church. But it is our belief that the way in which this question was
put up at the Fifth General Assembly and the trend it was allowed to
take by its solution there do not serve the cause of Christian unity.

"The Orthodox Church cannot share the position of the Protestant majority
which opens up a possibility for sacramental ministry of women and re-
peatedly expresses the attitude to this problem in’the secular categories,
alicn to the Divine Revelation. In the mysterious unity all the membsrs
of the Body of Christ are in the possession of the treasure of the 1ife
in Christ and there is nothing that can come into comparison with this
treasure. But the call of all the people to holiness, to the eternal
1ife, to the universal apostolate does not imply the call of all people
to the sacramental ministry.



(1%)

L
The diviae wisdom of Christ - the Founder of
! the Church -
the solution of this question. There were women awmong ghoﬁﬁrﬁgzt:::incd
close to Christ, but none of them was included in the number of the

twelve Apostles. We cannot hold that doing so Christ was making a
concession Lo the spirit of His time.

"Thus, in this question the Orthodox Church considers it obligatory for
her to follow the tradition of the ancient and universal church outlined
by the Lord Jezus Christ Himself. The history of the Church does not
know examples of the sacramental ministry of women."

- 8 copy of a letter from the Pope to the Archbishop of Canterbury which
was marked “"nct for publication'.

This letter sct for the present position of the Church of Rome, indicated
that proposed Anglican action would constitute a further obstacle, but
stated, "Obstacles do not destroy mutual commitment to a scarch for
reconciliation. We learn with satisfaction-of a first informal discussion
of the question between Anglican representatives and those of our Sec-
retariat for Promoting Christian Unity, at which the fundamental
theulogical importance of the question was agreed on. It 1is our hope
that this beginning may lead to further common counsel and growth of
understanding."

Whnen the House met on May 29th, it dealt primarily with the
matter of the ordination of women to the presbyterate. It had before it all
the material received since the last meeting of the House, informatfion from
other churches, together with letters expressing the views of some members of
the House who were not able to be present. Following a review of developments
within the anglican Communion over many years and a careful and prayerful consider-
ation of the new infermation and cxpressions of opinion available, the folliowing
motions were paceed:

"Having consulted throughout the Anglican Communion and elsewhere about our
intention to preceed with the Ordination of Women to the Presbyterate and
having carcfully discussed several representations requesting the House to
change its position, this House reaffirms its collegial coemmitment to the
Principle and Implementation of the Ordination of Women to the Presbyterate
as indicated by our previous motion of November 1975."

“That the Censcience Clause passed by General Synod be reaffirmed with the
understanding that this, in effect, recognizes the tolerabillity of living
with an anomaly, and removes any question of the integrity of those who while
in opposition to the Ordination of Women to the Fresbyterate and unable to
recognize the reality of such Ordinations, are yet able to remain within thf
Communion of the Anglican Church of Canada even as it respects the integrity
of Bishops who ordain Women to the Presbyterate and the Canonical Rights
and integrity of Women $0 ordained." .

"That the Service of Ordinatjon used for women Presbyters be the Canadia2
Prayer Book Ordinal or the accustomed Service in the diocese concerned.

-~
N
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The Primate was asked to pre
pare a summary of th
have been taken in the Anglican Church of Canada and th: widereA:;;:za:hICh

Communion which have led us to our present
osition.
response to this request, P n.  This report is the

Information concerning our action (to
gether with a copy of
this summary), is going to all the Provinces of’the A 2
i R nglican Comsunion and

Edward W. Scott,
Primate,
The Anglican Church of Canada.
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P.S. On June 4th since the action of the House, the Primate received the
following information from Archbishop Johnston of New Zealand.

"I thought that you would be interested to know that our General
Synod gave approval to the ordination of women to the priest-
hood at our recent meeting. We required a two-thirds majority
in each House and this was obtained without anv difficulty.

The matter has to lie on the table for a year to allow for any

‘possible appeal to a tribunal, so we will not be operating the
new provision for twelve months."

JUNE 30, 1976.




