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ORDINATION OF WOMEN TO THE PRIESTHOOD: Angltean Dectstions and Reports sirce 1968
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fa) Lambeth Conference 1968: Resolutions

34 The Conference atlirmy its opinton that the theplogical arguments
as at present presented for and agamat the ordination of women to the
presthood are inconclisive

£ The Conference requests every national and regional Church or
prosince o give careful study to the guestion of the ordination of
w wen 1o the priesthood and to report 16 indings 1o the Anghican

wsultative Council (or Lambeth Consultative Boddy) which will make |
et penerally available to the Anglican Comnrunion,
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(c)

Anglican Consultative Council Resolutions
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(1)

ACC-1 (Limuru) 1971: Resolution 28 (The Time ig Now, pages 38-39)

The critical section (b) was carried by 24 votes to 22, with
several abstentions., It reads:

"In reply to the request of the Council of the Church of
South East Asia, this Council advises the Bishop of Hong
Kong, acting with the approval of his Synod, and any
other bishop of the Anglican Communion acting with the
approval of his Province, that, if he decides to ordain
women to the priesthood, his action will be acceptable
to this Council; and that this Council will use its
good offices to encourage all Proivnces of the Anglican
Communion to continue in communion with these dioceses.”

ACC-2 (Dublin) 1973: Statement (i) on page 41 of the Report
(Papeners in Miseion) was carried by 50 votes to 2 with three

abstentions. It reads:

"The Council agrees to recommend once more that, where
any autonomous Province of the Anglican Communion
decides to ordain women to the priesthood, this should

not cause any break in communion in our Anglican family."

Churches which have ordained Women

(1)

(2)

Piocese of Hong Komg: The first ordinations took place on
Advent Sunday 1971.
Anglican Church of Canada: General Synod in June 1975 passed
the following resolutions:
Act 63 — That this General Synod recommend to c.iioc?san
authorities that all types of lay ministries,

stipendiary and non-stipendiary, with%n.the Anglican
Church of Canada, be open to all qualified persons

without regard to sex.

Act 64 - That this General Synod re=
the ordination of women to ¢

affirm the principle of
he priesthood.

In favour Against
Laity 88 ;g
Clexrgy 75 8
Bishops _26 =}
TOTAL 189 56

__4
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Act 65 - That th%s General Synod further affirm that it would b
2 appropriacte for women qualified for the priesthood to g
ordained at the discretion of diocesan bishops acting within thec

normal procedures of their own jurisdicci i
: jurisdiccions an i
with the House of Bishops. Gt on

:)/_.»

In favour Against

9

ol M 86 19
Bishops 27 7
TOTAL 208 35

23 ) ;3
The first ordxnatxon‘took place on 30th November 1976.

(3) Episcopal Church, U.S.A.

In November 1972 the House of Bishops voted that it was the mind

of the House that women should ba ordained to the priesthood and

' pate (in favour 74, against 61,~ebetentions 5). In the House of episco~

) Deputies qf General Convention in October 1973 a resolution in favour i
of ordaining women to the priee:zlwcd was defeated. Voting, by dioceses fr
was as follows: .E’

{
Xes No Divided E
Laity 49 37 26

Where the voting in a diocese is divided, it counts as a vote l].idSI
the motion. The resolution, having failed in the House of Deputiaes,
was not debated in the House of Bishops. On July 29 1974 thers was

a service of ordination of eleven women at the Church of the Advocate,
Philadelphia. This was not authorised by the Diocese or the Presiding
Bishop. Three retired bishops and the Bishop of Costa Rica officiated.
A special meeting of the House of Bishops in August declared the
Philadelphia ordinations invalid by 129 votes to 9, with 8 abstentions.
The House of Bishops in July 1974 re-affirmed by a three to one
majority the principle of tha ordination of women.

At the General Convention in September 1976 approval was given to the
ordination of women to the priesthood. The House of Bishops voted
95 to 61 in favour of the canonical change which makes ordimation
canons equally applicable to men and women. By a narrow margin the
House of Deputies concurred with the Bishops' decision. The voting

was as follows: :
) B
5 Yes No Divided } A
3 Clergy 60 39 15 :
Laity 64 36 13
V Since 58 clerical votes and 37 lay votes (che Haiti lay erucagion
did not vote) were needed for the canonica. change to be made, the
ol margin of affirmative votes was 2 clergy and 7 lay votes.
’ :
'3 The House of Bishops after a long debate agreed to advise Ewo
optional procedures for regularizing the orders of 15 women :
irregularly ordained in 1974=5: }
i'{ (1) A public event conducted by the bishop involved and an ¢
affirmation that the ordinations were now rc;ul.t. or
~ (2) A conditional ordination. A

——
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Present Position in other Churches

ek

(¥)
(1)
(2)
(3)

Churoh of‘EngZand in Australia: A Report prepared by the Commission
on Doctrine was referred by General Synod in May 1973 to the dioceses
for study. The Commission publis

22 hed a furth 2 "
Ministry of Women", er Report entitled "The

recommending the ordination of women as deac

¥ 0 on
and priests. ?hxo Report was debated by General Synod in August 1;77
and the following resolution was passe 5

d:

"That'thés General Synod having taken note of the report of its
commission on doctrine entitled 'The Ministry of Women' believes
that_the theological objections raised do not constitute a
barrier to the ordination of women to the priesthood and the
consecration of women to the episcopate in this Church."

In favour ainst

Bishops 13 &F_
Clergy 50 33
Laity 44 33
TOTAL 107 72

The legislation necessary to implement this decision is likely to
take some years to complete.

Province of Burma: The Provincial Council in January 1972 passed
the following motion:

"This Council accepts on principle the ordination of women
to the priesthood and agrees to its introduction when
circumstances so require it."

Province of Central Africa:
the Provincial Synod 1976:

The following actions were taken at
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(4) Church of Ceylon: A majori
g jority of the clergy of the Di
;:d Kurunagala haye voted to take no action at preaen:c::::ugf Cﬁ}onbo
tter 18 not an issue of importance or urgency in Sri Lanka o

(5) Council of the Church of East Asia: Diocese of Singapore

The Synod in December 19 i ST e
the priesthood. 74 voted agsinst the ordination of women to

(6) Church of England: The General Synod
following resolutions: ynod on 10 July 1975 passed the

"That this Synod considers that
- e = there are no f :
| to-the oydxnation oF ‘uondil ol the- peresvrdog gndemnntal objections

For Against Abstentions
Bishops 28 10 0
Clergy 110 96 y SO
Laity 117 74 3

""ﬂhﬂé’ihis Synod invites the House of Bishops, whenm, in the light
of developments in the Anglican Communiom generally =3 well as
tn.this country, they judge the timz for action to rizht, to
bring before the Synod a proposal to admit women tco the sriesthood "

"That this Synod, not wishing to prejudice improving relationships
with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches by removing without
consultation with them the legal and other barriers to the ordin.

vion of women in the Church of Epgland, requii:s the Presidents to

(i) Inform the appropriate authorities in those Laurches of its
belief that there are no fundamental objections to such
ordination; and

(2) Invite those authorities to share in an urgent re-examination
of the theological grounds for including women in the Order
of Priesthood, with particular attention to the doctrine of

{ £  4Man and the doctrine of Creation."

. 'At the November 1976 General Synod it was stated that:

“The House of Bishops has been advised that. as the law stands, a
- woman ordained abroad cannot lawfully be 1nvited to officiate as
a Bishop or priest.”

The House of Bishops will bring the proposal to admit women to the
priesthood to General Synod in November 1978.
(7) Province of the Indian Ocean: "That the Ptovﬁncia} Synod of t:e Church
of the Province of the Indian Ocean approves in pf;nclple ofds e s
ordination of women toO the priestho?d and leaves it to_eachd :Zcihe
put this into practice, which decision shall be communicate
other dioceses of the Province." (November 1974)

in principle the

L 3 roves .
(8) Church of Ipeland: "That this House app £ any necessary legis-

ordination of women subject to the enactment ©
lation."  (General Synod, May 1976)
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(9) Japan Holy Catholic Church e
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" A iew of our relationshi

g::::ﬁfc. the discussion should also proceed on tho’o::::nz:::'

(10) Province of Kenya:

The House of Bishops in November 1976 "accepted in pri
the Qrdlnltion ?f women to the priesthood but felt 2he needp;;:ciﬁt:hcr
discussion on Diocesan and Provincial levels". The Standing Committee
of Provincial Synod,meeting shortlv after, decided in favour of the
ordination of women and said, "if aud when any woman is called by God
to this office, the Bishop will be open to put her through the normal e
process as all other candidates for training and ordination". But the '
Province "would not rush women into ordination simply because other
churches are doing the same".

"~

[—_~(11) Province of New Zealaﬁﬂa\ The Bill allowing the ordination of women
was-passed by General Synod in March 1974. The procedure required
that it should be submitted aggin to the dioceses and brought to the
next Geneéral Synod for final décision. General Synod in May 1976
passed the Bill, but a year hae\ to.elapse before it can be implemented. y

During this per{BH\gppeale may be made to a Tribunal set up under a ' |
Parliamentary Act of-1928. "An appeal was made to the Tribunal, and
was heard in November 1977, and dismissed. | For the appeal to be t
dismissed it is necessary for at least two-thirds of those present
to concur in such dismissal.. This means that there remains no
. impedimeént -in the Church-of t Province of New Zealand to the
/;\ ordination-of women-to-the priesthood, and it is expected that in some
(lJ;)diotetes“there will be such ordinations either late in 1977 or early
: N
tu“t978.___1

(’*) Province of South Africa: The Provincial Synod in November 1976
carried a motion that the debate and vote on the ordination of women
to the priesthood should be deferred until thc_relgvant Report,

Patterns of Ministry, which recommends the ordination of women, had
been translated into some of the other languages used by the Anglican
Church in South Africa. The matter would be proceeded with at the
next Provincial Synod due in 1979.

( South Paeific Anglican Cowietl (SPAC): The.bisbops deeply reg(ctz?d
the division in the Church caused by the ordination of women priests
and resolved "that we believe we cannot find in the Bxb{c arguTinsﬁ
for or against the admission of women to Holy Qrdcrs. h?vcrth( f??
we cannot recommend such a step to the Churgh in our {egxog at L;i: i
time''; and "that if any women priests visit the SPAC §§§é°350322;5."
not be permitted to exercise priestly functions in our = ces
(February 1977) ~ :

(hzb Province of Tanzania: "This Synod of the Church of Ta22§nx?1:iU20t |
ready to ordain women CO be priegts.'" The voting was 32 in ¢

and 7 against. (Provincial Synod 1976)



Church in Wales: Debate took place in the six dioceses before the
Governing Body voted in April 1975. The Governing Body decided that
"there are no fundamental objections to the ordination of vomen to
the priesthood", but that "it would be inexpedient for the Church in
Wales to take unilateral action in this matter at the present time."

Province of Weet Africa: The Bishops of West AFrica have discussed
the issue since 1972, but as it "affects theological, cultural and
sociological matters, we feel that it requires further careful study
of the Office and Work of the Priesthood so as to educate our people
against the background of their own locality. Until this is done,
we do not consider the subject urgent."

Province of the West Indies: The Provincial Synod in February 1975
requested all dioceses ''to address and educate themselves to the
importance and implications of the Ordination of Women". This is to
include '"the encouragement of informal discussion among the laity"
a3 R CRE MO B a0k MmOl XX M KR oo g XX ke

and "the building up of the role of women in the Church and the
creation of opportunities of leadership roles in the Church for
women, and the encouragement of such roles". Further action will be
taken at the next Provincial Synod.




