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6th Septembe r, 1987 

Group B 

Unity and Dive rs i ty 

1 . God, mirro ring the r ich mystery of God's tri une l ife , 

created the universe a unity in diversity, as the 

very word, "universe", indicates. In creating a single human 

. nature, God establ i::: ned women and men in c ommuni on with God, 

with e ach other, and with the whole of the r e st of creation . 

Tcgether his creatures we re to share the ri chness of their 

rr.any bi fts. 

'.? . The Church is the " si gn, s teward and in::t z-ument" o f 

God i n the fulfilment of thi s purpose (cf. Salvati on 

end the Chu rch, para. 29 ) . When, as the ekklesi a of God, we 

Are " c.:i. l led out", we are not separated from the v1c,r.i.d, but 

called out of ou r egocen t rism and ou~ o f a • .o:-ld ;,,hich is 

centred i n ourselves. Li fe i n the Church i s one with l ife in 

the wor l d wil~ed by God - a world ce:itred i :i Chr:s '.: anc! :n 

others with Ch r ist. Unde r standi ng l ife i n t he Church Es a 

l i fe i n t he world expl ai ns why the re wi ll a lways be ~ichness 

and d ive r si ty i n the Church. 

3 . Ou r al i enation f rom God has turned the richness and 

d i ffe r e n tiat i on o f God ' s c r eati on i n to ~s tran gement , 

div i sion , and c onfl ict . But the l ove of God exp r essed in the 

fi r s t c r eation is r evea l ed t o t he world mo r e f ul ly i n the new 

creation in Chris t. Through t he gift of commun ion i n the Sp i rit 

o f Chris t ~he Churc h bea r s witness to t h i s l ove . 

4 . God ' s cift t o t he world in Chr1st hea l s t he di v is ions 

wh i c h ha ve bee n wro uch t by ~l n . The ~p i r1t o f God 
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which establ i shed the unity in diversity of the first 

creat i on, be stows new life and brings about reconciliat i on 

i n the new c reati on. Thus the Church demonstrates to the 

world that the a pp a rently insuperable divisions of the huma~ 

f ami ly can be ov e rcome through that koi noni a which is a 

s haring in the goodness and love of God (cf. Salva tion and 

the Church, para . 30 ) . 
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DlVERSlTY WITHI N THE COMMUN I ON OF CHURCHES . 

Because the Church is tha t part o f huma nity which g r atefully 

a c c ep ts God 's gift o f r econcili a ti on in Christ , the God-g iven 

dive rsit y within huma nity mus t also be 

each Chr istian community and be t ween 

presen t a nd promo t e d w i t hin 

them . In and thro ugh thi s 

divers ity God, through the Ho l y Spiri t , manif ests t he transf 1..) r ming 

powe r o f divine l o ve fo r huma nity. 

6. In the Church eac h membe r i s called to contribute h is or her 

d ive rse ;:,ersona l gt fts c o the l ife and servi ce of the commu ni t ) . 

7 . 

Al l membe rs also r ece i ve 

g ifts of the Holy Sp irit. 

the wh o ! e Body o f Christ 

as in tegral to the ir sa lva tio n 

These are r ecei ved f o r the 

which i s t o be bu i lt up and 

d ivers e 

s a k e of 

And i n a s i mi l a r wa y the diff eren t Chr is t i an c ommun i t ies a r e 

cal l t> d t o sh3 re thei r d iverse r e s ource s pe r s on.J I, materi al , 

spirit ua l - wi t~ ~a c h o the r, as already the Ne ~ testament t es tif 1e ~. 

Am,, n g s t t he g i f t s o f t h c 

whi ch h3 ve the speci al 

and guard i n un i t y al l 

Spirit a re the 

responsib il ity t o 

th e c ha r isms o f 

di ff ere nt mi n is trie s 

prom0 t e , coo r d1nJ te 

t he c orrnun it y . Th e:ot-

n .n istrie s , a rid e !. pe c ial l y the e pi sc o pd t e , a r e a lso c alled t o 

the promo t ion, co0 rd in -.1t i o n and guardi ng of the d i vL' rs e hcrit a~t' ~ 

and tra d i t ion s o f diffe r ent chu r che s in commu ni on ( c f Ac t~ 15) . 

8. Be c a use si 11 c e the begi nni n g the li v i n~ tr.1d i ti on o t the Go ~pcl 

i s inc arna t ed in l o ca l s itu , ~i on s a nd c ul t u r e s ., nd bl'CJ u , c th l' 

mission n f the Ch u r Lh i '> f o r -.1 ! 1 the a ge s tlw Ch u r .. h c.in no t c x i.., t 

w1 t hv ut d 1v.., r s 1t y . Suc h divP r s ir y 1~ r c ,!1 1:: , <l 011 d ! l 

l• f the Cl,un h ' s r eJ l l l ) •.,d Lh v ut , hL•Wl·v,·r , f r<1 ~mc n 11 nt! i t., CSSC' nt 1.1 l 

uni t y gi vl' n b\' (, v<l 1n C. hrt~ t . I '-

e xi, n '!>~C'J 1 11 t h.: r i (hne·s " ' l , t u q · 1( , ,111 d l (• r rn~ v i .,p , r 1tu.il 1 L, . 

Jn,t- r , 1· <l 1..,lip l 1n<? ', J 1,d 0. trut tun·.., , t .Jt1l li u 1 1t , , , ., r1 t t '. ,d ti ll -

I O 1~ 1 c·., ,1 ll'J l ' \ ' c. n J I I f l r L 1, t t.l t L r i n, ii o , I' r, ·.., ., 1 L w u I t h t < , rr11 • L r 11 t h . 
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9 . Becaus e of t he communion given and s u s t a i ned by the Ho ly Sp irit, 

all t hese di ver s e fo r ms of r espond i ng to and l i v i ng b y the g ra c e 

of God a r e not mere l y jux t a posed. Rathe r t hey enric h each other 

cI;1d t oget her they wit ness t o human i t y t hat, thank s to the s a l \'at ion 

g iven in Chris t J esus, dive r si t y within huma nity wi l l no t necessa­

rily lead to division, but may r ef l ect t he r ic hnes s of creation 

and God' s p urpose for humanity . 

io. The Chu r c h has a l ways con fessed its catho l ici t y . Thi s does not 

on l y mean that foll owing the grea t cor.imission of Jesus Christ 

the Go sp~ has to be prol l aimed to a ll nat ion s until the end 

o f times. IL a l so means t ha l the Church o f God is ca I l ed to 

be tha t pan of humani l y i n wh i c h a 11 t he d iversity and richnes s 

bo th of God's created 0rde:, r and of God ' s p r o\'1 de nti al ca r e fe r 

h is wo r ld a re r e cei\'e d and em~rac ed in t he t rut h of the Ont' G0spe l. 

11. This catho l icity ma i nt ains i t s unity a nd c o he r ence in the onE: 

common co n fess ion o f the aposto l ic f a i t h whi c h r emai ns Lhe 

s ame in all the dive rsity of contexts, traditi on s , cultures anc! 

fo rms of li fe . Thus , bei ni; Ca t ho lic , th e Chu r ch is called b•: 

G0d t o be i n eve ry place and in every ti me the com:nunion in J .: s u ~ 

Ch ri s t of a ll peopl "' in t he i r v,.irious e ndowments , thl' i r ,ie«:b . 

their so l i d...rit;·. the i r d Spird ti on s and their long in,; f o r tul in~s s 

o f l ife . 
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LlMITS TO DI VERS I TY 

Communion is unity in diversity. oiversity is as vita l 

a dimension o l camunion as is unity . However f o rms of dive rsity which 

enhanc e a nd strengthen communion a r e to be clearly distin"guished from 

those which militate against i t. These latter need to be identified 

in any theol ogical reflection o n communion. 

Commun ion is threatened by affirmations or actions which 

undermine the reality of the Church as God's gathered people and 

as the Body of Christ indwelt by the Holy Spirit . 

Communi on is threatened by the denial of the aut hority of 

llo ly Sc ript ure as the Word o f God, of the apostolic fait h , as unde r­

s t oo d and confessed by the Church in t h e f orma tion of the ecumenical 

c reeds or o f the conti nuity of God ' s con tinu i ng authentic se lf-di sc l o ­

s ure and guidance thro ugh the Church and in the world. 

Commu ni o n is threa tened when Christi ans engage in activi ties 

which hamper Lhe Church' s mission of evangelisation and of work for 

j us ti c e a nd pea ce • 

Communion is threatened whe n individuals or groups , in s te a d 

o f s e e king to ma ke t he ir pro phe ti c cha ll e nges a nd ne w insight s fruitful 

f o r the renewa l of the community, insist on their views and judgments in 

such a wa y a s t o at t a c k and weaken the Chri stia n communi. ty's sha red 

c ommitment Lo Chri s t. 

Communi o n being mad e up o f pe rs o ns , i s threate nend b y c oope­

r a tive a s soc iations or individual a c tions which promote ends dest ruc tive 

o f personhood . Making human beings JS o bjec t s , ::is for e xample with 

sexu a l exp l o itation and racial di sc rimination, are c l e a r attac k s 

o n the ri ght o f fu l l p e r sonhood wh i c h i s g iven t o wome n and men in 

c rc.Jti o n. 



• 

• 

• 

-6-

Communion i s threatened when Ch r istians driven by g r eed or 

inordinate pride in human capabilit y rea l ise achievements whi c h attack 

human nature or destroy the order of creation . 

Communion is realised through the eucharist in which 

we parti cipate in Christ in a unique way. It is therefore threatened 

when the centrality of the eucharist is r esisted or denied • 
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