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1 . I NTR ODUCTI ON 

As th e searc h for fuller commu ni on between Anglicans 

a nd R?man Catholics progres s es within the wider context of the 

search for Chri s t ia n Unity, the fear has developed in some 

sect ions o f both Churc hes that thi s process inevitably 

i nvolves a degree of theological compromise. Indeed it is 

be l iev ed b y some people on both sides that theological 

~rthodoxy can best be maintained by providing a separate 

i dentity. One of t he main purposes o f this paper is to show 

that this perspective is false. Being in communion with other 

Christians is a v ital dimension of orthodoxy. Insofar as 

we are not in co mm union with one another, we compromise the 

New Testamen t wh i ch precisel y call s us to salvation within 

t he koinonia of all those who have been reconciled to God . 

The gospel is precisely a gospel of reconciliation and our 

search for fuller communion is an essential element in our 

response to the call, "Be reconcile d with God!" (2 Cor.5.10) . 

The path of reconciliation is uncomfortable and, indeed, 

p~inful . But this pain is nothing o ther than a sharing in 

that reconciling work o f Christ which took him to the cross. 

Work for fuller c ommunion , therefo re, is an unavoidable 

Christian responsibility and may not be seen as marginal or 

optiona l. To avoid this responsibil i ty i s t o sell the gospel 

s ho r t . A particular Church or communion cannot, then, 

itself as simply s e l f - s uffici e nt. Moreove r , this is an 

infidelit y t o the Christ i a n doctrine of a tone ment which 

regard 

ma nifest s it se l f in a ~pecific f ailure to respond to the 

~os pe l call to l ove . The New Testa ment understanding of 
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_o ve _ agap e _ _ 5 o f c o nc ern for othe r s wh i ch is bound l ess and 

knows no p reference s . The spirit of confe s siona l s e l f ­

su f fici ency inev itably has the effe ct of im pairing the qualit y 

o f Christ ian lov e . 

An o t he r anx i e ty abou t t h e s ea r c h f o r f ul l er c ommuni on 

i s tha t it ma y r e s u l t i n a s t ul t i fying unifo r mity such t ha t 

t he r i ch d ive r sity o f ch r is t ia n l ife wil l be l os t . It has 

to be s aid c l ea rly t hat g r owth in communion do e s no t imply the 

l os s of di ve rs ity . The sc r ip tures and Christ ian tradi t i o n " 

a like, bear wi tness to t he wa y i n wh i ch r eal d i v ers ity i s 

possibl e wi thi n t h~ koi nonia . The Canon o f t he Ne w Tes t a men t 

i t s el f bears witness to t hi s , s i nce , i n t he New Testament we 

f i nd a r eal theolog ica l d i versity whi c h is g rou nded in a 

c om mo n expe r ience o f r e c o nc iliati on . 

The pu r pos e of t hi s pap e r is to take s t oc k o f t he degree 

o f commu n i o n cu r r e ntly exi s ting betwe e n Ang l icans a nd Roma n 

:a t hol i c s a nd t o c o ns i de r how w e can progress t oge ther to a 

ful le r exper i e nce o f tha t d i v e r sit y i n un i ty which is Christ • ­

will for h i s Chu r c h. 

2 . THE BIB LI CA L AND THEOLOGI CAL BASI S OF KO I NON I A 

The t he mes he r e wi l l inc l ud e: 

(i ) Ko ino ni a as par t icipa ti on i n t he l i f e o f the Trin i t y , 

th r o ugh in c orp o r at ion i n t h e c rucifi ed a nd ri sen Chr i st . 

f ii) The c onten t o f sa lv at i o n i n th e koino ni a wh i c h 

Ch r is t i an s r ece i ve as a gif t. 

( i i i) Ko 1no n1 a as s hari ng, mu tua l ca re a nd s upp o rt f or 
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o th e r Chri s ti an communitie s an d fost ering mutual relations 

betwe e n Chur ches. 
' 

( iv ) Eucha r ist as source of koinonia and koinonia 

as f ru i t o f the euchar1st. ( cf."R e newing the Koinonia between 

ou r t wo Churches": J .M.R . Tillard - ARCIC-II 55/1(86)) . 

3. MARKS Of KOINONIA 

To give shape and direction to our work for fuller 

communion , it is important to indicate those things which we 

agree must feature in a situation of full communion. 

(i) A common confession of the apostolic faith which is 

attested in the Scriptures and taught in the Creeds 

( ii ) A common baptism. 

(iii) A shared commitment to mission which is also a 

commitment to the world. 

( iv ) The recognition of each other's ministries as having 

th ~ a u tho rit y of the aposto lic ministry. 

(v ) Th e ful l r ec ognition of e a ch other's communities and 

each o t her's members , t ogethe r with the reception and 

r e cogni t i on of members o f o ne community within another 

communi ty . 

(v i ) Mutual care not only within but also between communities . 

( vii) Shared fundamental moral va lues constituting an agreed 

understanding of the goals of human life. 

(v iii) The reca pitulation of all this in the eucharist which is 

both th e source and expression o f true communion . 
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4. THE PRESENT MANIFESTATIONS OF KOINONIA BETWEEN ANGLICANS AN D 
ROMAN CATHOLI CS 

Angli cans a nd Roman Catholics already share in a true 

c ommunion of faith. Although not yet the fuller communion we 

seek , this existing communion must not be ignored or 

theologically underv alued. Such a koinonia already makes 

possible a s ub sta ntial degree of mutual recognition. While 

o ur koinonia falls short of the fullness which would entail 

the complete mutual recognition of the members and ministers~ 

of our two Churches, it must be borne in mind that the full 

c ommunion of love with God and with each other which is the 

Christian calling is an eschatological concept. In this life, 

within the Pilgrim Church on earth, we shall always be 

seeking a fuller realization of communion in charity . Even 

f ull eccle s1 a l c ommu nion itself can only be a provisional 

~pproximat1on t o, not the achievement of, that perfect 

comm un ion when we shall see God f ace t o fac e , together with 

a ll the s a1nt 5 , a nd when t he need for the sacramental sign 

o f God ' s pre s enc e will have ceased. This eschatological goal\ 

o f fu ll communion 1s the context in which to set our growth 

into full ec c les ial communion from the true but impaired 

ko inonia we al r eady share. 

Thi s exi ~t ing communion includes the s hared authority of 

Sc ripture on the basis of which we profess a common faith in 

God th e Father, in the Holy Trinity , the Incarnation of the 

Word, a nd 1n the My stery of the Cros s and our Redemption. 

W~ confcs ~ to g~ t he r t he reality of the Resurrection of our 
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Lo rd J e sus Chr i s t , o f th e descent o f the Holy S pirit at 

Pene te cost a nd of o ur own eternal s alva tion to be recei ved as 

a g ift . We f urther believe that all things came to be 

th rough Christ , tha t he became Incarnate from God and from 

o ur humanity, and t hat he will be o ur final judge. That 

Ju dgement wil l i nvo lve our recogniti o n of the 3ame Christ in 

o ur brothers an d sisters who have been created in the image 

and likeness of God and redeemed by his blood. We look 

forward to the culmination of all things in Christ and our 

participation in the final resurrection when all that is good 

in this creation will be re-created in him. 

We not onl y share a true faith in God's purposes for 

huma nity , but also in the vocation of the Christian community. 

We believe that through the myster y of faith the Church is 

the People o f the New Covenant, called and prepared by grace 

in con~inuit y with God's promises to Abraham, Moses and the 

Pr ophets , and s ummed up in the call to repentance of John 

the Ba ptist and 1n the obedience of Mary, the Mother of 

Jes us, to God' s Word . We confess together that through 

ba ptism an d faith Christians are bo rn again and e n ter that 

k o ino ni a with God a nd with eac h o the r, which is t h e Church. 

We recognise that membership of the fell o wship of the Church, 

not only brings the benefits of grace, but also i mposes a 

respons i bi lity f o r mission. We believe that re-birth 1n Christ 

~ J e ff ec te d b y the Holy Spirit, but not outside the normative 

fram ew o r k of the Apos tolic preac hi ng and t e aching found in 

the Sc rip tu r es , c o nfes sed in th e Cr eeds an d guarded by the 
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We 
episcope of a mi ni s try in continuit y with the apoS t les. 

bel1eve this mini s t r y of episcope s erves the visible unity 

o f the Church in space and time mos t characteristically in 

t he celebration of word and Sacrament. It is in the 

e ucharistic memorial o f the Lord, the event in which the 

Ch urch 1s most itself, that Christians meet, receive and 

a re enc oun te red by the crucified a nd risen Lord Jesus Christ 

a nd in which they become Christ's living and reconciling 

body in the world. 

As well as these joint aff i r mat ions of faith, Anglicans 

a nd Roman Catholic~ also recognize a common Western inheritance 

of theol ogical inte rpretation unti l and beyond the sixteenth 

c e n tury . Si nce th en we have also s hared a common intellectual 

c ulture wh ich has presented both Churches with serious 

que stions conce rn i ng faith and history. 

5. !HE LIV I NG-OUT OF OUR PRESENT KOINONIA 

(Here would follow a list of various kinds of co-operation 

a nd collabora tion. It would no doubt i nclude: 

Joint theo log ical teaching 

Jo in t t he o l ogical resources in i ncreasi ngl y integrated 
01b l1 c3l in d patr i s ti c schol3 rsh1p 

Share s Chu r ~ne s 

J o int '.:;cho ') l s 

J o int M1 s~ 10nary pro J ec t s 

Jo int ::; t1t cr1c nt3 on Soc i al, Mor, l :i.nd J ustice Issues 

J oi n t me et i ngs or Bi s hop s - at loca l, r- eg i ona l a nd 
na tional l e v e b 

Joint meeti ng~ of religious, c lergy and laity 

Common experience of Religi o us Orders and informa l 
commuru tic s 
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Co - opera ti o n between Epi scop a l Conference and Synodical 
Office s 

Co-operati o n within Councils of Churches 

Lo c a l co-ope ration and shared worship in parishes 

Growth of spiritual unity within Inter-Church Marriages 

Mutual prayer by laity, clergy and religious 

Shared spirituality and liturgical piety 

Meetings of Heads of Churches and greater co-operation 
b etween International Secretariats 

All the a bov e would seem to be Justified by the true koinonia 

s poken o f in 4. Such a living-out of our present communion 

lea ds i n man y i nstances to a sharp desire for further growth 

1 n communi o n and an expectation of the wider Church's 

reception and appropriation of the unity really experienced 

in these ecumenical contexts). 

6 . FACTORS IMPEDING FULLER KOINONIA 

Not all differences between us are obstacles to fuller 

communion . Many are instances of the diversity that must 

a lways c harac ter ise koinonia. However, there are factors 

o f d ifferen t Kinds which effectivel y act as olocks to fuller 

communion ana i t 1s important t o Ldent i fy them as c learl y as 

poss i ble a nd tc see them 1n relati on t o one a no ther. These 

d i ffe r 1n k in d and in importance ou t woul d i nclude the 

fo llowi ng: 

( 1 ) S pec1 1·1c dogmat ic d i ffer e nc es a s mos t obviously 

~xemplif1 ed in th e two ~od 0 rn Ma ri~n dogM~s. 

(iiJ Dil" f1cult i es occas i o ned by s pecific pos iti o ns 

a J opLcd by o ne Chur c h o r the o the~, such as the Bull 

Aµos t o l icac Curae . 
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( i 11 ) J1ffer ences relating to the institutional st ructures 

has the ~ole of the crown of OJr Churches, sue • 

a nd p ar l ia□ent in the Church of England . 

( 1v) Differe nces in Churc h discipline, for example, 

~ ith rega r d to marriage and marriage breakdown. 

( v J Differences in pract ice that have major theological 

:.n~lica tions , especially the ordination of women 

1n the Anglica n Communion . 

{•1: ) J1 r'f:. cu lt1 es of Anglicans about the wider theolog .. ~l 

1mpl1 ~at1ons of c erta in Catholic dogmas and 

devot i onal pract ice s . 

(v ii ) Cathol ic di fficulties with the extent of 

co mp r ehensiveness in the Anglican Communion which 

can s eem to go beyond the legitimate limits of 

d1vers1ty in the koinonia. 

( viii) Di fferences relating to the nature and exercise 

o f au t ho rity in the Church . from the Catholic 

poi n t o f view, there ar e difficulties with Anglican 

s t r uctu res o f decision-making. On the Anglican 

side, di ff iculties with the claims and the exericise 

o f ~utho r 1ty by the Bishop of Rome and with the 

place o f the l aity in chu rch decision-making. 

~he s~ dif ferences inv o l v e a difference in how the 

;:, wo ::; ides understand t h e process of "reception" 

of d: r: t rine; a proce s s i n which we have agreed 

~na s botn the bishops o f the Church and the whole 

?eople o f God have an ac tive part o t play. 

( :x ) The r e ~re s ubstantial dif feren ces in the whole 
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area of mor3 lity . These differe nces bea r both on how 

we see the r e lations h ip between fait h and morals and o n 

the way we ap proac h spec ific mora l i ss ues. 

Related t o a ll the above are differences of culture or 

ethos that re s ult from our having lived separately for several 

hu ndre d years , despite our both belonging to the Weste r n 

cultu ral tradition. This has bred mu tual mistrust and 

suspicion between us which is in it se lf a major block to fuller 

comm union . Differences in devoti ona l practices ( e.g . , 

pi lgrimages and processions) are, partly, attri butable to 

c ul tura l diffe r ence s . A central f eature o f cultural di fferen ce, 

o f di ffer ence o f ethos, is a d ive rgence in t he way we 

unde r sta nd human freedom in the total context of the life 

o f faith . This difference underli es differe nces in specific 

areas, most notably mo rality. Churc h disci pline and Church 

au tho r ity . It seems clear that differences of th is o r der 

c an only stop being obstacles to fuller comm unio n when our 

t wo Churches have begu n to live together much more closel y . 

Nor can grow t h to fu ll e r c ommuni on be achieved without the 

r e c ognition that this also i nv o lv es a proces s of growth a nd 

change within ea ch of our Communi o ns . Inner conversion is 

necessari l y required for e cumeni cal adv ance . 

7 . GROWTH TO FULLER KO INONIA 

r o,e nabl e this c l os er r e lati on s hip to t ake p l ace, the 

t wo Ch urch e s will ne ed to establish what can be done to r emove 

t n e hind r a nces t o a f ul l er co mmuni on . An y s t eps woul d need 

t0 bP comp~t1bl c an d commens u r a t e wit h th e g ro wing koinonia 

oe tween th e tw o Churches , bo th a t th e l eve l o f faith (in the 
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t Churches) 
work o f AR CIC and its official reception by th e wo 

a nd at the level of the expe rien ce of the two Churches where 

they are side by side in man y part s of the world (as 

instanced in 5 ). Such steps would require the resolution of 

some of the hindrances to fuller communion listed in 6 - or 

the mutual assurance that they would be resolvable wi th in a 

c hanged relationshi.p.Such steps would clearly mark definite 

progress in the official relationship between the two 

Communions. Should both Churches be convinced that real 

agreement in faith had been achieved in the doctrine of 

the eucharist and ordained ministry, there would be renewed 

impetus to seek a resolution to the longstanding difficulty 

between the two Churches over the theological status of 

Anglican Ministry. While this wou ld b~ complicated by 

th e question of the ordination of women t o th e priesthood (and 

ep iscopate ) in some Provinces of the Anglican Communion, it 

is c lear that the ability of the Roma n Cathol ic Church to 

re cognize th e a uthenticity of Anglican eucharistic faith 

would have far reaching consequences. In spite of the 

difficulties of both Apostolicae Curae and the ordination of 

women, a rec o nc iliation of ministries - and thus of Churches­

must be the intention of the two Churches as they come to 

r e cognize the increasing communi o n of f a ith they a lready share. 

Ang licans a nd Roman Catholics already experience a real degree 

o f c ommun ion l n Life . As this i s received by the official 

~ nurch, uni t y will be c o me mor e vi si ble. Gro wt h in ecc l esial 

c omm union will r e flect the g rowth i n act u~l un ity between 

the two Chur c ne s . 
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C • DI VERS I TY r:; ~Ot1M UtlION 

Unit y and u1v~ rsity ar e compleme nta r y a spects of li f e 

1n th e ko 1n o n1 a . The Church mus t be compre hensive in the 

s e nse t hat it must b e abl e t o embra ce a rich diversity of 

th e o l ogica l ana li turgical expression of a commo n faith. 

Ch r i s tians en joy a real freedom i n the way they understand, 

ap p ropriate an d live out t heir shared faith . It is the 

exercise of this freedom t hat creat es diversity. Yet there 

a re limits t o d ivers ity which ref lect the specific character 

o f Chr i s ti a n freedom . The freedom of the gospel is not 

l ibe rta r 1an 1 s m: i t is lived out in obed i e ce to God within 

-n e ko1non1a. We ma y identify fo u r p rincip l es that gove rn 

the e xe r c i se or fre edom in the koi nonia and indicate th e 

l1m1 t s of div ers ity . Th e episcopal aut ho rit y of the Church 

has t he resp o ns1b1 l i t y for preserv ing and promoting the 

unity of the Ko1no nia in fidelity t o the apostolic traditi on 

wn1ch 1s especia lly t h reat en e d by: 

( 1 ) Af fi r ming o r doing anything which threatens t o b r eak 

down t he koi nonia . 

(ii) Affir ma t i o ns of a k ind that deny the tru th about 

th e Tr in ity and about the person a nd work of Christ. 

( i ii ) Anything which impair s of hinde r s missio n . 

(i v ) Aff irmat i o ns that deny t h e t ranscendental characte r 

of hum a n des t i ny. 

) . i<OINOtlI A AS fHE FR AM EWORK FO R FUTURE WORK 

Gr owth in comm union i s thus t he o l og ica l l y ba s ed on the 

fac t o f the ex 1~Li ng commun i on betwee n o ur tw o Churches - a 
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I 3'1d wh1 cn i s stea di ly 1~c reasing 

:~r0ug~ : he~ _::i g1ca : d i alogue , pasto r a l collaboration and 

;, :-a"j er . r or r. r.-" next ste ps along t he road t o that fuller 

~J~~u~10~ ~~ - ch ~s a Gospel i mpe ra tiv e, t he di alogue between 

? Jr Ch~rcn e s ~~ 3: bui ld upon what has been so far achieved, 

~o that a cn a nge d re lationship between our Communions can be 

e ~fected. This ~1 11 require of the Commission major theologic~l 

wc r~ on issues rel ating to the reception of ARCIC-1, not 

_e as t a co~ t 1na t 1on of the exploration of authority in the 

:nu rc ~ c.nac. Comm1ss1on so fruitful ly began; on moral and 

et hical issue s which os tensibly appear to divide our Churches 

3J sharply; on the· reconciliatio n o f ministries on the basis 

J f 3 0 r eeme n- in f ai th on the doctrine o f the eucharist and 

~h e o r aa1n e d mi n istry; and on the theological question and 

~c t ual fa c t o f the ordination of women to the presbyterate 

1~ some Pro vin c e s of the Anglican Communion. These four 

1 reas o f wo r k mus t , however, be set 1 n a coherent overall 

fra me wo r k . ~e be lieve that an eccles i ology of koinonia 

o ra1 1aes tne n~c Ps sa r y perspecti ve from which work on these 

~~b J e c : ~ 23 n ~~ : u r s ue d an d devel ope d in an integrated and 

-:: ·,· s t e -ii a t 1 c -,, a y . 
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