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A Note on Some Beliefs and Practices 

Beliefs and practices relating to Purgatory and the 

Departed, Indulgences, and the Invocation ,of the Prayers of 

the Saints, have often been seen as detracting from the 

merits of Christ's all suffi~ient redemptive . work on the Cross 

and from faith in him alone for salvation. These beliefs and 

practices must be understood against the background of Christian 

faith in the Communion of Saints within the whole Body of Christ. 

Rightly understood, they are intended to be expressions of God's 

loving forgiveness and the Church's indulgent application of the 

divine mercy to the sinner. But these beliefs and practices 

must constarytly be scrutinized by the Church in the light of the 

Gospel to determine the extent to which they reflect rather than 

obscure our basic agreement on salvation and the Church. 

Anglicans and Roman Catholics can agree that in Christ 

the living and departed are bound together in prayer in a 

r e lationship of mutual solidarity ; that b e lief in the poss ibilit y 

o f a purification of th e justified before they see God mu s t no t 

imply that God's judgement can be swayed; that the Church's 

p e nitential au t hority can be me rcifully e x e rcis e d in t h e di sc i p ­

lining of s inne rs wh o m Go d has f org i ve n but whose sins h a v e 

c o ntinuing c onsequ e nces. 

We b e li e ve t hat our b a sic agreeme nt in f aith c an r e c e i ve 

a varie ty of d e voti o n a l ex pre s s i onl; a nd th a t dif f er e nces of 

p e r ception, e mpha s i s a nd d e vot i on ne ed not b e inconsi s t e n t with 

our c o mmo n f ai t h . 
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