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THE T~OLOGICAL BACEGF.01.nTI: 

J. r· . :::.Tillard . O. P . 

To speak of koinonia - I shall use the Greek word to avoid 

tl:e ambiguities caused by t he too broad use of the word co□munion 

in the language of our two Churches - is to summon up, at once 

an~ inseparably> marvellous grace and an exacting demand. fcoinonia 

,. is what God introduces us into by Baptis□ , civing us a part in 

• 

the reality of Salvation , and it is also what God asks us to 

spread through t he world . To. speak of an exacting demand 

( exi~ence) is to say much more than 'a task '. It calls f or f i delity 

to what one is - not being content to restrict oneself to what 

one is supposed to be. 

I 

T:I'S ~OffiTDATi mT C:-' T:7 :::CCLESICI.C GY c::- cc;·::r::ro:: 

C? THE GP.ACE C'S' SATNATION 

1 . ~e should begin by establis~i ng one point . ?or the apostolic 

.rai:h, to be saved is not s i~?lY to be saved, rescued f roc 

"this crooked e;er.erati on" (Acts r:,40) and introduc ed into t he 
tJ,so 

benefits of di vL:e friendship . It i.§. t his, but, by-' ente::-::..nr. i ~:o 
~'---

a ~ew state of huoani ty as such ,,rescued fro w it3 situat::..on o: 

~ortal division ar.d intr oduced into t he fu l ness of r eco~ci l iatio~ . 
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· 1·n a co,.,_ctive state, in a grac e · 'e a ::-e sav ed bJ ? ar~ i c ipat:rg .u:: 

wh1.c :- a i.:::e : u r.de.ner. t ally at a totality . And what is the Cb.urch 

of ~odor. thi s earth but that part of □ankind w~ich accepts 

r in !ai t h ar_d t hroue:t the power of the noly Spirit) to :t'ive in 

this new s t a t e , w~olly dependent on wtat God has worked in his Son 

our lord Jesus Cl::rist? 

:... . l'lhat i s i -: to be baptised? It is not enough to ans,-,er 

" t o enter i r. t o b elonging to Christ by faith and t ::.i e --;,0 1 rel.' 

o: wat er ir. which t h e Spirit works " . This answer is incomplete . 

• 

It d ist o :::-ts tr..e :~ew Testament perspective as this ap!)ears in the • 

apostolic t r aditior. s as a whole , even in the J0hannine :tradition 

which r,ays ::iore attent i on than the others to the disci"9le 's 

:rnrsonal :-elation wi tt Christ Jesus (1) . ':.'e s hould say "to be 

~aptised is t o b eco ~e a je□ter of the ~ody of Christ ( according 

to t he Paul:.r.e t r o.d:. tion ) , " it is to become a livi!"g stone i n 

t'.::le house of God" ( cf . I Pet . II , 5; E-;,g . II ; 20- 22) (2) , " it is 

to ~e ir~eEr ated into t 2 e holy , priestly coc~unity o f Cod 

( tbe hier ateu:ia :::ar-ion ) ( 1 ?et . II , 5 ; cf . II , 9) (3) . " ::. t is 

to e nter i~to the c~osen race , the holy nation , God ' s own ~eo?le 

) 

( T "?et . II , 9 - 10)" i t i s to pass i nto the househo l d of God (I:ph I ~ 9: 

"it is to 'ce ma d e a fellow citizen with the saints" (~)h . I I ,19) 

.,.i:: t i s to b e lon e to t!:e co:::!::!uni ty ( the ·y ~1ad , tra."'lslated into Gree 1: 

a s eni to auto (:.cts I! , 4-4 , LL?) (4) 11 it is to be a brar.ch of the 

•ather ' s v i r.e (Jo'-ln ::--·, 5) "It is to be b r oue;:i.t into the flock 

f .._ \.. d ' • d 11 ( - ' •r .,,. .,,. I"' ) 11 • • t • , t t Ch • t • o ., __ e r:oo s 1e,:1er 0O!:.n :. , - 1 0 , . i 1s o '9U on r1.s • in . _ 

~horn there is ne it~er ie~ ~o ~ ~reet , r.e:.tter slave r.o~ :ree , 

□ale no r fe r:-,-ale for all are or.e" ( Gal. III , 2'7- 2:3 ) " it is ":o ce 

o~ t. "::' ra2la□ ' s o:'fs'1 r:.::~ " ( C- al . I!I , 2~) "It is to b e i::vited to 

t::e ..,a-::quet of t :i e ~~ingdorn , with Abrahan , ! saac a.1d Jacob ("ev . :Ga 
9) • 
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':'~e s ir.iple list of t hese expressions drawn fro m t he :;ew 

~ est a□ent traditions is eloquent . Thomas Aquinas interpreted 

t '.J. is vis i on very justly \•1hen he said that at baptism bind i ns to 

Shrist anct J indins to h i s me□bers are s i~ultaneous , t hat one 

beco□es a ne:,ber of Christ by being assoc i ated \·1ith t :ie other 

~ e~bers, on e is i ncorporated in Christ i n being i~corporat ed in 

the Church. ( 5) . ;!oreover , i! t he personal relation to Christ 

:±esus opens out in t~is way into relation with all those "who are 

in Christ~, it is because s i nce Pentecost Christ i s i nseparable 

fro□ his ecclesial body. Ee is united to i t in a radical way 

Hhich,again , t he apostolic traditi ons try to express by a clust er 

of i mages: he is t he !1ead which cannot exist wi tl:out a Body ; 

he is the Pr idegr oom united to hi s Bride; he is the ne~ (kai ni ) 

:td~ who as s:.ich is i:ieeparable fro□ his descend.ents , he :::ears 

t he t i tle of Chris t which bi nds hi□ necessaril y t o a ~eople . ~11 

t!lese titles e::,r ess a r el at ion t o a mul titude , ar..c it i s because 

of t~is r el ation t hat t~ey are ~iver. . The , a~c!lal Glo~i fic ation 1s 

aimed at a s eizur e of the Hho l e of hu□a."'li ty by the per sor. of 

t :1e :::,or d J e s11s , such t:iat t ~e ::iul ti t u d.e will be borr: i :i l:is 

perso::: , wl:i cl:: t=:e ?'.) l y 2p i r it •:,ill e:;q,and to t::.e di::0-,sio:.: of a 

d i v i ne Lor ds2 i p . 

~- er. a f i r st level !~oi::o :::ia de::,i r-:-r:at ee t::i3 ntatc of Snl vat io:: , 

that is the s ei zure of t ~e ,ultit Ude · of "::he saved i r: .,_. 
v!1 C 

u::br e~ :nol e ·:.nit:, of t ~e pe:r:::o !1 a"1d wor t of' t ~e Lo~ci Je .sus . · t 

is t :'.::.e r111 lt i t u de • :-:ot Oi"'. l :7 e:_::at> ered '2i: t ~l!'if:..ed :.n c:::d "::~~r o u :-·:1 

t:1 e a s s e. ·,1::;,· "':1efo:re r:oc of all t :1e c:iil <l !'en of T s r ;lP. l and all -:he 
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crices un5 f:_ ed i)y .faith in t :;.e '.'or,t : t :1at i s the c:1rist ian 

'rninon 5.a , but fron no·d on unified in the person of ::ii□ 

w::10□ the J ohan:1.ine tradition wil l call the ':.'ord made fle s:1 (6) . 

':1he Clm.rch of Go d is t h'lt co mmunity of believers :mo inake 

but or..e :n ,".;hrist and so are no l one;er si!:'!p ly s houlder to s~oulder 

'but; f or!.", eve~ Qare than the twelve tri l)es of Israel, v,nat t h e 

Acts sum□aries v1ill call a being- t o5ether. 

That locking of t he humar. multitude i n the one lord 

J esus Christ constitute s the e kkles:.a tou.~. Co :mch so tha t 

t he fulness of t h e Church is identifi ed inseparably with the 
.._, 

t otality vf that oultitude and the absoluteness of t e at e□brace., 

There would. not be f ull the Church \lithout that double relation . 

2 . If the quality of Hirn who thus enco ~pa s ses t~e 

multi tude within himself ( to tbe ~o ~n t of a??ear:.nE 

as a corporat e personality)(7) is essential to t i e natu r e o: 
koinonia , no less so is the quality of those maki~E U? t b e 

□ultitu des. to\·1, for the :·ew Testa.I::!ent as a \;hole, despite t:-:.e 

dee? d:.!ferences i n the judce~ent passed on those ~evs who do 

no t accep t the apos tolic witness on t he □essianic charact e r of 

J esu s (e), t he mu l ti tude consists of two f T Ot.:!)S • On t he one b.ar.d 

I h f th b t d f .... h . . , \ t h ere are 't. e sons o e prop .e s an o " .e covenant ·.1.11.c n Cod 

g ave to t h e :::'athers" (Acts III , 25) the "Israelites (to who□) b elong 

the sonsb i p , the g-lory , t :ie covenants , the fivin F of t he la·., , 

the worsb i ? and the p r omises " (? om T:( , 4) , they "who f:rst ho;,ed 

in Ch rist" ( :ph . I , 12) (<?) those that is who come fror:i t he 

:?eop le of t :ie Old Covenant. Or. the oth er hand t ter e a.re "tne 

3entiles" (Acts Z, 45) t he "·:1i ld olive shoa t gr aft ed : o share 

the richness of the o l i·1e t re e " (:-'om. :,:r , 17) t:Oo se who \vere "at 

one ti8 e •••• ~enti l es in the f l esh ••• separated f rom Chri s t, 
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alienated fror:i the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to 

the covenants of promise, havinf; no hope and without God in 
p tt 

t he world (Eph . II , 11- 12), who "once were not ?eople of God 

(cf . I ,Pet , II,10): in a word those who belonged to the 
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Gentile world. Since for the Jewish tradition mankind is divided 

into "children of promise" and pagans , the multitude •ilhich 

makes up the christian koinonia is the totality of the human race . 

I must at once clarify this formula . It is not at all 

a question of the totality of the human race as such, but the 

totality of this race as reconciled . Se who encompasses it in 

his unity is the Christ Jesus of whol!I the Johann::.ne tradition says 

that he died "for the people , and not only for the□ but to 

gather into urlity the scattered children of God" (10) . 

In quite another context , the Acts of the ~pestles 

seems to see in the event of ? e~tecost the reversal of the draraa 

of ::3a'bel, the apo'stles mar.ine; t~e□selves understood in t::.e 

lan~uae;e of the different nationalities prese~t , recreati~~ the 

unity bro!cen up after the story of the Tower (Acts I I, 4, cf . 

Geel! , 1-9) . This was how the Fathers understood it. (11) :t 

:..s a unity re- fashioned ,hence a "new" unity (kai~e) 

The letter to the Ephesiai:s, undoubt edly to put ri:ht 

a si tu.atio:1 of t c !· .,; · n :1, :__·r1E: S de ep er i nto t he na-:ure of t:1 :.. s "new " 

on:. ty ,..,:1er. i t ex:,lains that here is a ur. i ty deri vi n~ fro m t he 

• 1.; ot i o.., of r.an1:i nd i ::1 t he cross of r.hr ::. s t -Tesus . reconc ~ - - .. ':':: is 

!:.as der:Jolishen t'-:e uall ·t1hic:1 divi c''.ed hu:-:ia:-- ::.t:· i:--.to ti:o r.·1t 1.1ally 

i:7penetrable bl ocks . The as sertions ar e ver y s tr~:1 .,.. ':1::o se 1.rho 

"i•iere a:ar off have been r:roui::l:t :-.ea:-" (I! ,13) ; r!:e .. has macle t:.s 

'coth one a:::.d :le.s broke~ do•:rn t he rl i.vidinn- wall of c.ostil :.t:-," ( ~!,1 4) . 



?.e uill ed to "reco::-:cile ••• 

o· t • ~ - 0 rl :~ ~- e ~c~; , : : .:-c u-~ ~~e cros s , ther eby bri n~ins t~e 

· , a• i~ ◄ - - ~ - ~ -- A • 1 -~ ~~) ~~e ~ord ko i ro-ia is no t usec , but 
.J ., ~ - ; ., · ' .,J ca.. ~ .. . .... - - , ..., • - -

1• ic i::l e ,i: ";ha-: : ~e 'J.I' :.t:y evoke d is that I have been describ i ne: . 

:=., C ~~ 1:1a.:- c ,.. =-..,_r::.:.. tJ ":.ousetol d o f (;od'; "dwell ine: ~lace of God " 

.. ?'lo l y t e::r- l e" I # TT .. ... ?2 ) c _ . _., , - - - - i s , throurh t :.e wo rk o f Chr ist , 

~ ...... Deed or =e-~e r o ,.,:,~ ·•ere a: o::e ti ..,e separa t ed or would 

- ox-.:a l : ;, l-e ee""arated cu~ !'ro:: :1ow on are " a s in~l e reali t y" , ~ 

ft ~h:s rela~:or. ►o a 8tate of separat ion seers to ce of 

c • ~1~a: 1~po r ~nr.c e !'o r L~~e r standir.g t he profou~d cein~ of the 

,.. u:-c. . T: i s : ::e co::-=.:.::--:. t:i- o f tlc.o~e w:!o , :iecause o~ .:tris t , 

e :- ~ ::o l ·r;-er s s "Jaratec! . ':' '~us :.. t i3 a corit r ad ict i on .i n t er:::s 

n~ t : ~e : e '::er : o t t e Ephesiar.s does ~ot ,resent 

.. ... ic " -::.e· '' .: :. :-~ as c. f •1s ::..~:: , as the B?'Jeera!"ce of i:-enuD te r ':iur 

) 

• ':~e ';•.10 are r0: z•.•allowed up. in 

::: <.:::e l ar.,..,1a~e o f 

i 



- 7 -

~econcil:..ation :..s cou?led with □aintainir.g the features p r oper 

to each grou:, : fro□ t:i.e outset it is "catholic" . 

:•uc!'.l. mo:::-e , when t he aut~or of t:ie epistle pursuea 

tis re~lection ~akir:g use of t h e i o ac e of the buildiPE of a 

ter::;>le , te iD?lici tly saJs t'.:la:= o-:: t:ie whole this constitu ted 

d. iversi ty is its elf constructive, in other ~-10:::-ds t:iat it is r.ot 

a makes:::.ift. It is insofar as it intes rates :e·.1s ar.c ot:!::ler3 

that t h e ~e□;,le ca.~ re•,eal t:ie overi:1hel□i!lg gra.-:deur of t:ie 

"::iystery~ ( 7'usterion) 11 t:ie Gentiles are fello1:1 he irs, r:e::i"::>ers 

of t!le sa□e body a::d "?art~~ers of t:ie ?ronise ir: C:-_iris-: J es·J.s" 

• (~h. !!I , E) . 

• 

3. It is t!1e Jo=ia..~ine tradition uhich , a :!.-:~ou5:1 ::. t is 

=o :::-e co:icer:.i.ec: 1:.rith the :;,ersonal relatior.shi? o ~ t:1e disci-Jle ·.ri t!l 

'":!~ist ant1 :li 3 :--ether , is best af)le to disple:,· t::e r i.ci:::e:3 s of 

1-:oi'1o::.ia ,.-,:::.ch i s -eh e C2urc:1. :!1 t ne f i ::-st .:o:::.ar.n: !"' e l e~-:e:-, 

·.1::.ic:1 uses t:::.e wo::-d ko::..r.c:.:ia tl:.ree t:.::es , .; .,_ sa:,.·s -c:1at ou::-

'rn inoT"ia ·:::.til each other is lod::e d wi':2::.r, ar. i n.:ir..i.tel:,, ,.;.eP, _)"r 

one l'r o-1 u::ich it is i nsepara'., l e " our fello·.•rs :. :.7 C:oi·10 :-- i;,.) 

is 1.•rith t he -ati.1er a:-d \l i t:1 ::i s ?o".l jes11 s --:~1.r i st c- --ohr. - , 3 ;6- 7) 

;_•sine: not the teTI; ~rnino r. ia 'J-....t the exp-r-ession "to be or.e" t :1e 

J"ha n::.ine e:o spel :::;oes to t:1e der>th of t i1is i:-.s .:.r:1t , cornecti:-: c: 

i. -: eX?lic i tly wit:: the :1eiq;- ir.- cor.;1on of c::ristia.,s i t !)t..:. ts 

: :::1 to ':;'..:e .:1011tb o f Jes11 s a _:)ra:rer ';~at t i ~ <f.c;c i !_)le s ~a:· >e o: e , 

hu t s20·,1:..:1.c at t '.::le sa=ie t:.1~e t e at t'.'.la': 11".l :.. ty is their ~1assac e to 

"r.i-::; \lit~1 t :,e :'at2er . :ie ::..sin t2e::i a s t'..1e - a the r is ir :::.::..:: . 

th:..s : act ":l:e:,.· are ':)or:e alol"'f :.::to t:1e tl i.v:.ne cor:::un ion 

:'l:us t hey a:::-e one as ~at:1er and :::'on are one ; 

ru"'d t :1e \/:::o l e co-teAt i ::r.1e:::-ses t his unity o f - at~1er a.."ld ..:0:1. i :1. 

• the e t ernal real i tJ of ·::..:i ,-rho c lari fies t:1e :o!l "hefore t he 

1 . . d " c··••...-- 5' iro-::- a ·.-ras ., a e . __ , 1 • - or t'.-ley are t 1.-io - with t'.::le ~:oly 
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~?irit - in a s in; le divine l ife . 

In the l i cht of t h i s we see how ur.. ity and ;> l ur alisc, 

f ar from being a s yubiosis, to which id entity between unity 

and unif or mi t y t1oul d ::ie ureferable, are t ne refrac tio:: of t :.e 

divi:::1e line ir. the density of t he "saved " hu::ia.."1 r e al i ty and , 

as the ::'athers put it , brou5ht t o t he i r i dentity as "i :1a g-e s c:µ1d 

l i~eness " of the l ivin5 God. '.le t hen understar.d bette.:- t h e 

unbrealcable tie, i r: the great commandoent , "tet,:ee:::i lov e --6.f God 

a.7.d l ove of others (I J ohn I I I, 14-19) . Above all \·Ie understa::.d 

why t ::ie ,-,hole Church canno t be wit ness t o t h e l ivin~ God ( ::.. ts 

e s sential □art:vria in t his world ) except insofa:- as in the 

Church the multitude remaining plural a.."1d d ive.:-se is j oined 

sol idl y in a koinonia of faith , of char ity w~i ch consti t ~tes its 

life. And just as in the l ivins ~od at t he heart o~ 

the coJ□union of ?ather and Son that t~e des : [~ o: sal7at:.o~ tas 

its source , so i::1 the -:::hurc::i co□mitr:ient to t ::ie salvat i o:1 cf t ::e 

·.,orld is autnent ic by refer ence to f:::-a ter:-.al ko i :-:oni o. . 

Such i s the depth of koinonia as a received 5if: . 

: ~us ·.1e can say that i t i3 t he very content of the {;race of 

.:a l vatior... ':'ba t is Hh.7 it can only be r eceived i r. ado r atio~ 

befor e C-od . ~ut it is also t:ie reason \·thy ever y s:. t uatio::1 \:hich 

disrup :s or prejudices k~i:1onin is infi nit e l y jore t2a.~ ar. 

i!'lst i t u t _;_or.al o r j uridi cal uatter affect in;; 0:11:,· the surfnce . 

It toLches t he g~a~deur of the c r ac e of Corl . 

a~a i ~st t he 5 i ft of Cod . · 'hen t\ :o div:.ded c~is t ::. a.":. co~::iun::. :ie3 

fail to use e·, er y cea:i.s to resto r e ~~cir.or.in it is to "-od ~:..:;sel: 

t'.::lat t '): e:7 are u:ifa :. t ~1f'.ll. :.:1d e':en :.f o!:e s ::..de 'ce l i eves ::. tsel.: 

t o ):iave ::-e er. innoc ent or fully ir: t he ri i;b.t i:-: t:!e <;uarre l 

leadins to t i e r up tur ~ i t s fi de l it; to God does not pernit i ~ t o 

t ake a star1d o:-, t :ii s . ::t has a duty befo r e .'.:;od • 

I -, 

• 
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I =~or :·or~A A:: SHA~Ii:G, ::UTUAL CA:t!: , T.u:I !' f; CHA::::G: 0 .., CT1::::--.s , 
i ·uTt.: .\L !'.:'.LA':'IOr 3 

· To the Eift I have been desc:!:'i'Jins t her e . attached 

also deoa.r..ds . ':'o rea l i se ko i!'onia it i:: no t enou£~ t o 'Je t or;ether . 

" e :tust also live in a certain way , t hat •.rhich is evovec! by t::ie 

\·1ords sh ari=' '.:: , rnt:::ual care, taking respons ibility for each other. 

I t is ad~:.tted by the majority of specialists ( 16 ) t hat the 

do□inant idea i□p lied in the ter~ koinonia is t hat of common 

~articipation in the same benefits , shared poss ession of t e e s a.r.:i e 

reality . ':'his quasi-definition shows that t\lo e;.ener.ts are 

i mpl ied , on the one hand t h e shared real:.ty or be::efit which causes 

un ity , on t he other unity i tself or t he eJ9erier.ce o f s~arint 

a uni que real i t y . I f the i mag e \·rere not wern, 1 11:ould spea:-<: of 

t h e vertical relation to the shared benef~t an c t ~e to r ~zontal 

r e lati on 'b e t \leen -;,a=tic i pants . In the Gree:: ex~:,l e o~ the t r i:e 

and t h e fa:,ily (17 ) v.oino'!lia expr e sse s 'both tne r ac e , t he blood , 

the b er edi t y , t h e trad i tio,, \•rhich o.11 t he n ember 3 s'.::are ar.d t be 

so l i darity , t he cowr.mnity of spirit , t :1e con::mnit ;:: o~ i nter est , 

t h e close a.,c natural bor.d whic h na1-<e3 each one fe e l af.."ected by 

• what touc::ies anot:ie r □er1ber of t he tri')e o:- ~a:-i i l:, . :·ot·r if it is 

c ertairi t:1at in t he .. e,.-, Tes tar:i en t t he experi ence of !1:o i r.onia is 

c onsidered a')ove Rll i n f unctio:-: of t !le r eal it:,- v:b.ich c ~r i stians 

share , i.e. o f the divine. ber.ef::..ts o f \lhic't: t':le ·rqly fr, ir:.t rntes 

t~e□ p ~rt, i t i s just as ce r t a i n t hat v a r ious a? o s t o lic :ra di t ior.s 

atta c:i a very ~r e nt i !:1po r to.:1ce t o t b.e tore tr.e r r.css o~ t h r :.st ' s 

d:.scip les . ~, ot~1e --:- ·.-,ore s , t·10se t r adi t ions <lo '!;Ot s~oj at 

• 
sayin r t:10.t i~ C:1:-ist hu:::a...'1 u:ii t y is r estored . ':':1e:· a dd t ho. t 

i t i s e s s e~t ial ~o l i 7 e o.s ?er son3 !~it t o r et~cr ncai~ , as 

he l i -ever s trans::or ,::.r :- the i r '::: e :iav iour ir.to br ot :1erl:7 be:10.v io,Jr, 

as di s c i".) l es co!"scio•ts of fo ::-::i i:ir hu t one bo dy . 
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by Go d s hould t h en nece s ~arily issue r,iven 

,i. 
· I r. ~he strik ing words of H. Sc~lier (1 ~ in k o inonia ar.onr, christians, . -

in Ch r i s t on t he Cross the coastraint was br oken which 11::ept □en 

i n e c oisc , conf ined i n their o\m dioens i on ••• in Him t h ey can 

OJen ou t to God and consequently t o e·ach other! Livin ;; i n 

br other l y ~i:oinonia we are in God's ko i nonia . This is \-J!l a t , in i t s 

particular context, the 1 s t J o!lannine epistle testi fies wh er. i t 

say s "T•!e kno·.-, that we have n assed out of death into l i fe b e c ause 

we lov e t he brethren . 
• lo1& 

He who does no t J. r et:1ains ir_ deat!l " ( I John 
I I I , 1l.!.) 

~ 
'.!e s e e clearly a t t h is l evel, wi -:hout ha,;ir:5 to i nvol::e 

t !le u t s:.r:t ,m u:r. o f J ohn :-:VII , t hat the division o:' chr :.st ia.r:s 

i~to s e,arate block s - even i f t !1e walls o~ se?aratio:. a=e o ft e n 

no □ore than jur idical and do r.o t r.e ces£aril y to '.!c~ t ~e content of 

t !le f:i i t h - ce.11s i n question t :1.e )r:o i no~ia u i -:~ C:or. h i-::self. 

rivision do e s not allow t~e ~ i ft o f God to r aac~ i t s f u l ~e£ s , 

:. t e1a'. :es of it so□eth ::..n .- □erel:7 offer ed , ::ot :.ssti i:--_-=- ::. r_ ~:, :e 

e:'f ective tra.-_s f or ma t i on of ~'.!:ianity i r t o a frat ernal i•:o :-l <l ; 

it is an obstac l e to t he rea l i sation of the 11 :i:;-stery" i n fu l l 

::moan f l esh : th ::.s al thou[:j:: by f a i t h a.nd bapt i s · 1 •::e h ave oeen joine (­

-:o t n e co:1nuni t :, of Ch_ri s t 's c.isci:-ile~. ':':ie quest ion o f eccles i a l 

l .:...:'e- i ?:- 'rn :.non ia is a q_ues tio!'! a bout r e lat io :!"' 5 wi'c:1 ~ou h::.. :self 

eve:-: · .e~o ..:-e i.t is A '}u e s t io·1 a ho u t the welfa ::-e o ~ t :1e c o c:-ou =-,:.-:ie s 

co~ce::-- e rl . ...~nd t h.:. s r e l a t:.on to ~od , t hi s f ide l i ty :-iefo r e -:0 c 
!)r eced e s t ~e relatio:-_ t o :}1e wo r l d , ::ie w:.l;ness before tl-e v!0 r l d 

E O t:i.a -: t· .e \1orld r:t a j· •~1~ 0·.1 t:! ::i.t t :10 u has t s ent ne ·•. 

it 
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I t is essential , e lven the situation of our two Churches 

s till separated, to re-evans el ise the:n on thi s very point . 

:'neir rupture of lrn inonia af fee ts their fideli t; to God . '.'iere 

is an infidelity i nfinitely wore serious than disobeyin(; a 

coc□a.ndment of Christ . It touches the heart of the eternal 

design of the living Cod. It woUldS . Q_-od 's will . In this koirionia 

of fraternal relations, established owi ng to god and before [;od , 

t c ere is a compass, a quality which I shall call the mystical . 

It is rarely referred to, yet core and more it strikes one as very 

• important . In Paul ine writings the ter□s koinonia and koir..onos 

( frora the same root) are used to express this essential dimension 

of christian existence . Christians are called to be together 

( cf . 2 Cor. I ,7 ; ?hil . I,5) in koinor.i a with Christ J esus in his 

diffi-cult _and dewanding com□itment for t he advent of the :· in~do~ . 

:·ot as individuals , but in lco i nonia. 

• 

• 

In the sharing of pains, of persecutions, of distresses, 

of agonies all e~dured for t he Gospel of God i t is the 3ody of 
. 

C~rist as such with its complementary charis□ata a.~d functions 

that is assoc i ated i·1ith tile co::1ing to birth of the □ess:.anic 

T:ingdor.:i, of which the Jewish tradition says t hat it cannot be born 

except in tribulations , distresses, trials . concunion (koinonia) 

~s ~J the will of the 7ather - that the world should be s ave~ , 

that ~ankind should become what it was created to be . :ut that 

co~□unior co~es throurh co~munion in what the lord J esus su~fered , 

fl'YStically er;-raved on each by t r'e "hap t is:, b.to death" ( :::!o:-: . v: , 3- ~) 

\lhich is al so t:: e sacra':ler.tal rio ... ent at wh i ch ea.ch is f:'rafted or. 
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his ecclesial body (I Cor. XII,13). ~he co~mitment of t h e People • 

of God to a better world cannot be genuine if it is not.liv ed 

in in tens a solidarity (!rninonia) which wholly possesses them• 

so that ·what such and such a community endures under suc:1 a..--:d 

such a re~i□e is the business of all the other communities, 
it is 

whatever t~eir political colour; for·the sufferi~g of the 

messianic Peo"ple as such. 

It must be acknowledged that we are far eYen from 

beinF. simply aware of this dimension of being a christian. 

On the .:one hand, in our separate Churches we thin}: very little ~ 

about it except on rare occasions. On t h e other hand the divisior. 

of our Churc::ies fragrrents the messianic People so that koinonia 

':!i th the sufferinrs of C::irist is lived in co::ir.mr.i ties which by 

t~eir divisions contradict the '):-ais~n d'etre of those sufferi~gs; 

which is "to gather i r.to one the childre!'l of C'-od i-l!lO are scattered 

abroad " (Joh..."1 XI ,52). ';:'hus in a certain fashion \'l e can spea1-: of 

an8lish rendered vain, especially \·1here Cturches plac e t!J.e:i.selves 

on opnosite sides of the S8,j)e barricades. So::iet:i.i~~ of t~e 

"nyster;y 'of t:i.e la3t ti'.!les" is thus obscured, e,r e!"' bes:::irched. 

·.::i.en t ::iere is so rauc::i talk of the cor.irnit□ent of the Cbt.:rc!:.es to 

trensfor'.'.lir..~ the word and •.-rhe".1 it has becoc,e evidert tho.t S'..:.ch 

co :::~itne!"t leads ever~1tere a l ~ost certainly to ?ersec~t::..on , 

t:i.is urger..tly ~eeds t ~in~in~ about . Chis forcotten ~~sryter o~ 

ecclesi olOEY ~ust again f ind its , 1ace ir our co~c er ~s . 

"i::..t:i.out fall::..n:- i nto a r onantici s:n \.'l1·-c::. ::er e .q')ove a ll 

•·:0·11 <1 ~, e out o-: ~lace , \re c an op en our eyes e r.::t:..l". t-:> ro,: 's c es:'.. rT. 

a::d t l-ie ~c01,0;1y of :a:vati.o:-. . :'.urely , if :?o.ul ca-:-, ray -::tat :,­

:1ure c r 2c8 Jar:;3.ps e:1ter i nto t r.e .:.nhe r i tance ,1 ~ ~srael, >e::::o ·, i :-r · 

t:ius svr,- '.._o i nonoi (~o,.i . •~T , ~7 ), that RS SOciatio:1 - O\ve cl to the 

<Li.vine :-re.tuity and to t :,at a l on e1 should not be ccnten~)t uous 
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towards t he -;,ainful and uncouth "obedience" (cf. :-:'o r:1 . XI ,30-32) 

of faithful :srael in the long centuries of the old covenant. 

~hose tiraes were a tissue of trials, dra□atic sufferin3s , exile , 

persecution. ~he advent of Christ Jesus was not wit::1out i:s 

link with that fidelity. The Fathers of t he Church were not 

wrong to see in the "yes" which Lu1~e puts into t he 1:1outh of 

;·ary at the annunciation the su~ming up of all the difficult 
11 yeses" of Israel since that of Abrahan . It is all that "humus " 

of witness and service, reaching back into t he nie;ht of tiue, 

• that our divisions break up. 

• 

:aut fraternal 1-::oinonia has not si~ply to be achieved 

on this level of a solidarity in shared com□it□ent to a breakthroug::i 

of the ~angdo□ of God into this \1orld and into t::iat huoan history 
) 

which p.eeds re- orientati~r--: . It ;:iust also ~e l ived i :: 

a co□rnunity of sharini; \1!1ere the e; ifts of all are placed at the 

serv~ce of others, where t ~ere is a flow of □utual ir. terest in 

each others' lives, where the cares a.,d r:rnins of ot:iers are 

borne in a..~ effort to remedy thew even at personal cost. 

It is not by chance that in the Acts of t~e A~ostles 

the first descri~ions of the co~□u~ity follows i□~ediate1r on 

t i:J. e account of :?entecost and uses the term koir.onia. (.Ac ts 5~ 
L..2 - 4. 7 )· 

:·any interpretations have beer. give:1 of the uo rd koi:1onia in 

t his context in connection with t he ot::ier terms used in thi~ 

little 'sum~ary ' and in t~e other two sketches o~ the l ife of 

t l1e first believers put into the f i r st rart of t he book of :,c ts . 

,. 2- 1M) ( 10 ) 

-t · illuminat in" to read these passaEes tocetber : - l.S r::, 



" And t c.ey devo ted the□selves to t r:e apostles' teaching ar.d 
fe l lows hip , t o the brea.-ki~g of ~read and the prayers •. 
And f ear cane up on every soul: and ma ny wor:ders ~nd signs 
were don e t hrough t h e apos t les. And all wh~ believed ~e~e 
tog e ther ar,d h a d all thing s in com□on; and vhey sold t ne1r 
possessi o ns and GOOd5and d i stributed the~ to all, as any 
h ad ne ed. Ar:d day by day , a ttending the tefilple together 
and breaking bread i n t h eir ho mes, they partool: of ~cod 
wit h glad and gen erous h earts, praisinb God and havlll5_ 
favo ur wi th all t h e u eoo le . And the Lord added to their 
nu::iber da y by day t :io se - \·/ho were b e ing saved. II 

32-3S 
11 :·ow t he co□par.:7 of tl:::.ose \·1ho believed \'/ere of one heart 
and soul , and no one sai d that any of t !'le things \·1hich • 
te possessed was h i s own, but t hey had e•.rerything in common. 
And with e reat po wer the a postles g ave t heir test ioony to 
t=i.e resurrect ion of t h e Lord J esus, and great £race was 
upon the□ a ll . There was not a needy p erson a:no ng t h e!:1, 
fo r as ma..T'ly as were possessors of la.::ds or houses sold t!;.e□, 
ar.d ":>rouf::J.t t b.e p roceeds o:: what \-l a s 1old and l a i d i t a t 
the apost les ' f eet a.."ld distri :mtio:1 \•:as =ade to eac l:: as any :::iac 
need" . 

11:·ow □ a..--::7 s i v'-5 and ~-•e nder s were c o::e a '."OT'F the ? eO?le by 
-:!le h:!J' -: s of t !:e a ?o ~tl es . ,l.nd t ~ey u e r e a ll :oc etller i :1 
-:,o l o::ion ' s ? o:::-tico . :-one of t h e r est dar ed jo i n the;; , out 
t he peopl e h e l d t :ie::J ir. hi-h honoa r. ;,r.cl ::io r e t:ian eve:- _ 
bel i evers \•1ere added t o t )Je ::Ord, □ul ti tudes botl: o f me:1 and 
wo~en . 2o t t at they ev e~ carried out t he sic~ i n t o t he 
streets , and l aid t h e~ on r ecs a..~d ~allets , t:1at as ? e ter 
c a.2e by at l e as t h :.s shado \•: c i F!'lt f all 0:1 so-:e of t :1e:::i . ~ 
':'~ e ?eople el. s o Eathered f r o l!l t he town s arouc:.d J e rs11ale::i , 
b rirµn g t h e sick and t hose a f f l i c t e d wi t :i u:.cl ea..n spi rits 
a.::d thej' we r e a l l heal ed ." 

~~e wo r d Yo.:.non:..a is :n Act s ~: ,42 . ~ut t t e adjecti ve deriv e ~ f=~~ 

t ~ e s a r:- c :::-oo t (t:oi:;os) is in I T , l!.l!. ar.d : v, 32 (20 ) . -:h e '-) e l i. evers 

(I: , 4ll ; :'"'' , 32) a r e on e CO:li'J r; .:.t:7 (e?i t o au to , T:'", l!.lJ. , !L';" ) t::e:y are 

1 0 ~ o:--.e ':10ar: a::1 o;-, e s'Jul ' ( - ·· , 32) : r.e~· l ive ::. !". a ~m i.on ·.1:1:ct l eads 

(I~, 44 i: u , 32) . :b:s 2 e ans ::1 ~rac t ic e s e ll i~c ) r o~ crty a~d : oocts , 

star:~-::- t:1e ? r ice accc r cl:..:1c- to the need s o-:: eacl, ( :.- : , u5 ; P · , :4- ~; ) 
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r.o one ?OOr :. s a_~y lonf er found a.nong t~em . '.:'hi3 last "::al:es 

us bac!;: t o a pass~e of Deuteronor::iy uhich, in ::e'brew, is an order: 

"I.et "':'i:ere ' )e no poor a□oq; you" but which the Septuaquint cha::ges 

into a J ronise "t1:ere will be no poor aoonr you " (teut. Y:r ,4 .. ) (21 ) 

:':!.e re:-iarl~ in our "su□maries" has then important overtor.es : i t er:r;,hasises 

that t::ie co~unity realised , by its koinonia the ideal 9roposed by ~od 

right fro m the be~inning of the Covenant . It is not just a detai l . 

''le find i:i these f e\·1 1 ines, :!!anifestly idyllic , a ~roup 

of ex;,ressions all ,ointing to unity , but in an outburst of brotherhood • 

• Y s p ea_~ of putting thin~s in co□□on a_~d of sharir.c ,o: oneness of 2ind 

(ho:::ioth:zoadon, II,46; Y,12), of "one heart and one soul," of cor:u:::u."lity 

in t h e sense o: t~e se:::ii tic Yahad (22). Everythins inclines us to see 

ir.. ";:.e eJQressio!". e"J i to aut::> (!! , LL.1~-LL.7) muc::::i :::lOre -:::::a:: a ;,lace i :-. 

~orEJon , a si~ulta.~eous ,reze~ce . Tt rnea.~s ~einG toEet~er i n a si~~l ~ -
11:::. que ~:-oc:r , ":ou::.c in t::ie solicari +;y which s :1.ar ed a:!i:erence to ':'.:::::-ist 

c rea"te s. 

As ir. 7 ahad , t he convictio~ which fait:. i=?lies i s 

tre!lslated i~to l ivi~~ , i~to conduct, so t~at ~he co=-:Junit~ ~ecoc es 

""the c o=cunit:- o: C-od' s t rut::::i " ( 23 ) . ~o Er as;, \'1hat koi:-o:'ia ::-.ea.:-£ 

~t;le " su:::i□e.riez" it :-:ust be i cr:er sed in t a i.::; co::text . is ~o-: just 

=: ::.e.::-i:-- t2::le s8.:!e ;-oocs , :ior even to re:::?e.ir. i:1 t".le 30 lica=it:" ·..:=:ic=: 

resul -:s :'r::i::i -:~is s ::1ari::,.... ~~e bel i evers o : Jerusal e::i co:=.:::t.::::..-;:· 

dra·.-, the co~:Jequer.ces o: their eo l idarity :y ;,::-actis :..~-.· 

~oi::o ~ia ,er:e~e~ins l~ ?utti~: i ~ c o=~on e~ery~~i~z 

t~ev ~o ~ses . : ~ei~ 3~tit~de is t~e o~~osi~e o : ~~e 

i :1~i·: idue.list e 0i.::;1 o f " ev er:-0:-e : o~ :· i :1se l:'" . .,. .... i s 
" ,_, r " ~, : l - - l!.. - ,.. •• ?L.. ~ ~ ca:.•c_oro ., .v,n· s . c ~. ·11 _ . - , ; . o r • . , _ , :-. ; 

·:-:! ,~; -ot1 ::--· . 2) •• ••• t:1 i s ' :o:..:-.o:-,ia co:-,s:_;; ': .::; ~o::-a 

.._::o .: e 
in ~eec , ·1:.';ho•i t :·ee~ii'~ ~"•r, ' : aryt!: iy -, :or t : er:selve s ; 

-:'ms it B . :iears a 3 -;:~P ::, r a c1·.:.cal ·1a•1i fe s tati0r ~ cl 3Rr~s i hle 
. f t: · . ,.. l • ,:i l 1-- ) 1, 1_~-, o , 1e ,,1:, :.o n o , .ear .,s e.n ·J sou s . v · ::-



· of .... ·n e u--i ~t -r c r eR'-ed "e }1ave t:1en , in sep arably , co :1sc iou sness •· • ~ ·., • 

1Jy share d arlherence to C'hrist Jesus and t'.'.:le expression of t::1at 

unity in deeds connec t ed \·1ith t h e essentials of 1n:, .e.r. exist ~nc e 

in its ::ior e fnnda!:le ::1tal needs . '.i:o be s aved (cf • . 4.C':: r: , 4 7) ~s 

to e!"ter "by the grac e of the Spirit :.nto t::.at co·2!T'u::1 ion u:·. i c l': 

e L11:'- r a ce s rad:.cally the whole of l i f e . I don' tthink I a:.: ) layi r:e: 

on \•lords when I o f.fer t his g lo ss : in koir.onia ·.,e are s.;.··ed even 

~rom want , fro□ hu nf!:er , f r om wretchedness , , by our s o lida=~ty 

with ot:1er believers . :.oinonia is , a t that dep th , a s:>lidar::..~y 

in s h ar ing and mutual concern , because o f our co:i~on ::ielonsir.~ :o 

Christ Jesus . T;:ie epist le t o the Fiebre\1s does no: bes::. ca~e to :::ia."-ce t 
of this koi~onia a s a cr ifice :;:>leas ing to -:od (~e·::ir . ·::::--: , .., 6) , 

g ivi:15 to the word sacri:'ice t h e s ense of a pure o :'feri:ic a c reeable 

t o Sod . It i s agreeabl e to hi::, because it 0...."1S\•:ers ":o h::.s desiE:7' . 

\.'e c ar. deduce fro□ this v iew o f :rn i ro :.ia n ~ew co~ ceque::ce 

for ecclesiol o6.7 . I t points a6ain an accus ing f : ncer ~t t e e 

infidel ity result:.n5 from our s t ate of divis io~ . ~he l atter ~a.::es 

i::ipossible , even in one area, t h e att:.tudes de scri',)ec i:: t'.:e :.cts 

" su:ama.:::-:..es": h earing tos ether the aposto l i c \/Ord , p-r~i.:cg t oite:~.e r , 

an. d breakin;· bread t o hether , oneness of nind , bclo~~in~ to ~ke .. ~\ad - - '- ~- l J_-.u.. __ • 

p ooling resources , sharing beyond our own boundaries . Cur c:11..:rc~e s 

whic h stand near each ot~er , hr inc; together croups o~ peop l e \.'l:o 

( whatever the i r internal sol i dari t;; nay be) kno1·1 r.o thirc of t ~le 

ki:-ic of sharin::r impl ied b•r :co inon ia and are 3 !=rnr L-e:--s to e '"' ti u " ac .. o .~e r , 

t:.ioui;h t r:eJ all boast the l abel " ':1a?ti3ed i::to ,7esus c::.:-i3t" , 

t t is pro,:es t~at ·.,e do rot l i ve 'che \·11:o l e trt!t 1· o ~ ~:) C. ' s ~r ace . 

\, 

• v 

' 



• 

17 -
4 . I f we are to jud{;e by Baul ' s concern and the t·1ar::i 

recor:me!'..dation □ade to him whe!'l h e met J~es , ?eter and John 

Cr. al . I I ,10) (26) the apostlic Churci::.es very s oon realised t!lat 

t~e koinonia of s~ar=-~~ and mutual care cou ld not be confined 

u :..thin the li:::iits of t i::.e local co1:1IJunity . 

7'Je collectior- for the poor of J erusa1e~ is presented 

to ?aul e}."1)1:.ci tly as the v1ork of the £.oinonia (::oo X:T , 26; 

2 Co ..... TT ,, T -r 13) r . ·--- - , --r ; --- , • The com!entaries on Galatians co not 

eophasise enough how tlle koino!'lia with "Janes, Cep'.'.las and John , 

reputed to be pillars" who 6 ave to ?aul "the right ·ha.."'ld of felloHshi-;:, ·, 

(Gal. =~, 9 ) W!licn e~sures koinonia between t!le :?e.uline c:'.:lurches 

and those of t!le other apostles in a unity o f fait h ar.d charity , 

o:' 111:.fe in C'~ist " a::d hor:i e - is put into practice i n the care 

for t:!:!e poor of tee mother Churc h . ':'be approval of w::iat he preaches 

is the Gospel o~ Sod , a.."'1d hence the assura.."".ce t!::at " h e had :1ot 

ru:i in vai:i" (..,c) si::ce he is i:i }:oino:::ia o:' :'a:.th ·.rit!l t;ie Shur e~ 

of Jerusaleo lead s i::to t~e re~ir..cer tnat he J ust cor.cer:i ~=-=se: ~ 

·• · ·•· . ,_,,F- poor o~ t hat co□::::iur..it:T witi: which ::.e is i :1 i:o ."-.o-:. a . 

':';:ie a i :: is :-_ct r:iragr a t ic ::it dou:-_ri[ht do: :iatic . .'..::d the!'e is 

• a clo s e lirJ,: te-:-.·ee!! :?aul ' s f i xed dete::--:i ir..atio:: t o re·' e-i:-. :.:1 

:·o:..no r ia u ith .:-eru s a lec and his aro.xi et:r a ':out t ':le c::>l l ectio:'. f or 

• 

':l:e:7 are h:o asJects o f t :'le s ace 

· ·:.11 to co::r:1u:1i·:m . 

~oino::ia c;oes ': e:·or:c -::-.e c losec. circle {)f eac:: 

·.... .... I" '-- e .... \ •eo '"' all t "' .. e,.,o-,_r_·_,r __ ,_· ... l ,_· es no+- o-. 1.,~ ' ·.o -_· .,_ o-.. --· a -_· ., __ co::::-it:.:- :i. ,J ~o 1.-rea' .. " . ~- f' - v v . , 

of :rntual a .:.. c , cTl;u o.l s1.1s t e::a::1ce a..~,1 e,,en of s::.a r i:'!; . ,-:: e ? Oor e s t 

r~~rches will s~o·1 t ~ e:. r s enerosity in t ~antsciv i nc an ~ i n 

( ...., - -·- 1 2 1- ) i :1tercessio:1 , ::.. ~or , -·- , - ::, • rt :..s essentia l t o s~=es ~ t ~at 

? a --.:1 sees :..:: t:1:. s 'rco i oo~ia bet·.:eer. coCliJu:1ities t h e real isatio1: o f 

-:·: e :,.c5. · ,...o :-- ia ·,:~ ic~1 eac:~ o f t :ie::-. :10.s •.-1::.. t h Cl:rist J esu s : 
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"thouf;h h e was rich yet for your so.!' e he becar:ie poor , so that 

b y his poverty you might beco□e rich" (2 Cor . ~rr::I, ~). 'I'he 

k oinonia of all i:i"t:-:1e service of the saints 11 (2 Cor. •rr:-r ,L~-5 ) 

is rooted in the service of Christ and represents the blosso'1in£; 

i~ his eccles±al body (27) . It is the translation into realistic 

a~d costly steps, on a scale as wide as the christian world, of 

t h e i n Christo. By it that step which is at the heart of faith -

not just t h e incarnation but an incarnation carried by the gift 

of his whole self to the extreoe of kenosis - is buried and beco□e \ 

fertile in t he fle3h of history. Thus t ~e Great ecclesial ~radition 

·.-,ill r ead it as a d e rJ a."1 ~ ' . .._,_. '; '-en i:1.to t h e very nature of the Shurc:1 

of Gori . :~·.at t he ,Tohanrine tracition) r:io::-e corc e r:1ecl i.'it ::i tne ?ersonal 

.::-elat::.0:1s:1ip of t h e disc::.?le vr i th C:irist Jesus , p :::-ese~ts ns a n 

e t ern a l la1.,· 3.bout t:ie f irle l :. t:, o~ eacc bel iever (I Jor..n . !::-J , 1 7 ) 

is "::) road e:ierl to embrace each co r.irmnity as such in its relat ior, uit':1 

ot~er co~ju~ities . 

Or..ce ae;ain '{re face a conclusion a eavy \·ri-:h e c clesiolos ical 

c onseque~ces . I ha7e already stressed t hat ecclesial koino~ia is 

not just toe;etherness but calls for sharin::: , is :iot satisfiec. ,·ti th 

feel in~s about t h e needs of oth ers but requires ~rac tic nl c o~mit11 ent 

to [ ett::.~c t:1eQ out of their ? r erlica~ent . ~~e outloo~ nust ~e eve~ 

wider . It is not j u st a natter of the r.a."ly r.1aterial n eeds o :' a 

d i f ~if ied a-rJ.d :iap?:r hu!'lan l i f e , t l1e precariou sness of ·.-1::1ich in 

so-:i e l oc o.l /"' :1Urch e s l e ;:i. '3 s -:,a,~l to develoD t :-ie v i eH ?" h :,::;e reeD 

rec a ll:.::-,,:- . ...,~e quest:.or. a r ise s al so for every :,ecesG:.-:;-:- o f 11 l i ~~ ::. :: 

C' 2 r ist" • 



Pl u ralisci is t :: ere . I have said t hat in t h e whole 
~ 

;"c:..irc:i.- v i e·,·ed w:.. tl:. wi.de p ersp ective which r::iark s the lette::- to 

t h e '.:::>::iesian s - unity s hould enclose a □ultitude u:'.J. ich remains 

p l u ral and various . L·o-w it is not enough just to acce-;>t this 

p l ural i s o - it ~ust b e lived . ?lural isn of traditio'!1 - rooted 

in :,l urality of cultures , of historical breedin~ grounds , of 

soc i al co~d:..tions - is neither a ~akesh ift we have to put u~ 

• with uhethe:- ·.-,e l D:e it or not nor an orna::ient dis-;,layir.g the 

sp lendour of cat:iolicity . I t is wealth in which everybody should 

have a pa rt. And t h is sh ari~3 should normally h a??er. throu r,h 

t".'.!e exc!: a..i.'1 f e of c::..ffere::t :,oints of view on t::le sa'"!le pro'l::le:.1s, 

,,ie\•/s o f the '::l i l:) lic al data uhich are :rutuallJ c o'.":"::, l e:te '!'ltary , 

~ra t er nal c.i~c nss i o !1. a bou t such and suc:i. a decision o~ one o f 

our c :r ..1 :::.-c:ie s , off eri!1.z. o t':ler c :1urcl1es 'Jenefi -:s and facili t ie s 

wbict without co~,ro~i sinG t h e i r identity a llows t ~eo t o , r ac tice 

t heir fai t~ better, even ?er ha~s takinr char :e of s o~e :, a rt of 

2...i.'1ot:1er S;iurch ' s r e s ponsibil ity \·!hi.ch for t 'he oo :::ie~t i t cannot 

• i tself a s s tL"1 e . The cat:iolic ity of the Chu r ch of ~od is not a 

p a ssive attri bute . :t i s t o be ur.derstood i n t h e sane way a s 

d:ma"1 i c '-':: 'J i :::or. i a , ·.,ov en of i '!1 te:::-actions ar.d 7utu al car e , ~ill ed 

•:::.. t~ , r a ct::..cal co::c er:: f or eo.c!-:. o t :ier , traversec. 1::y a str ec.:i of 

r:n1tual a::..d, 3".lc h as ! hav e S';)oken o f . 

e ~~ ~~ · ~e s ~- e ~a t; o-r -~- · ' v •- - -· _, - , _ . 
I f 1: e a:-e r ead:r ":: o acc e"1t a. ccrt .:J.in 

a.re 
:-i lt:::- e. l :..s:1 \.'eA:10 l o:- c er a'b l e t o ;:: i v e it :;i ro.ct i c a l e c c les ::.. ::i. l 

• enr-e s s io:'. • ': a t :io l :.c i t :,- i :::: o.11 its d:rT.S.:-Jic cle-:1 s ::.. -:; - :. s 

:;:: a t".:' e r er1 • 
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'::!: i s r. rea~-:a :_::e p r cv e::ts us realin i n~ full :r our er..tr:r ir..t o t!le "' . 

novement o~ Ghr i st Jesus ~ivin~ hi~self to enr i c t t ~o se who~e 

t ::e c•.-1 ':2est a!"'ent calls h:.s c rothe::'s 2..nd si s ters • 

c:. .,._t · 11 ..:i bt h ' e e .... n:)-:iced hou ' 1hnt I h c.1:e vn.. no ~;OU .. av e D .. .. 

t e en say in~ - i ~ cloce touch with t he scri Jtural data - ~as 

n ev er ha<] recourse to ju r irl i cal cat ee:or ies . r::1, is need s ur.der-

lin i :1£: . I have rer:air..ed at the l ev el of t:1e ::,rac-:ical l ife 

of t h e Glm rc:1es , seen in t he net:uo r k of r ela t iors betwe e fl 

c1':rist i..e.ns i1.a sed on t heir co:rirnon belon~fr-s t o C~:-i st . ·:0 5-nonia 

i s t : .. e for· , uhi ch t · ·. A.t l ife of ::race t a:~e s , of its O\m :iature 

a:-.d "oe Gau se of its u l t ioate oric;in in t he ';r i:1. i t ariar l i fe of 

Goc1. rQUS it 5- s not j us t one □o del a:.,on;; ot}lers \·1'.: i cb --:·1u~c ne s 

ca0 take or leave . J t co,1e s 'uefore all ot11er r:1ooel s . :·o r is 

i t j u s t or e of t '.:1e l aws of Chr i stiar :-i enav5.0·1r - i t is tie very 

:"l es:i. of being 

'r .. a t •.-,e i.:a,·~ s o f ar d iscovered a'uot.:.t -:he .:1a ture 

a ) ·~oi-,onia is the '.)o s i t ive e}:IJ ::-e s sior. of t:1e .ceconci:!.ia~; ion 

with t i:::.e ?ather arc hetween huC!an be in:::. s acr.om9lis).ed by 

the death and ~esurr ect i on of Christ : i t is t ~e co r. ter.t itself 

of tae ~r a c e o f 2alva~ion . 

~) the ko~nonia g iven by ~orl tends ~ecessaril y to 5ssue i~ 

r e l a t ions woven between those w:i.o be l i eve in ::1.r i st and are 

indwelt ~y his 3p i r it . 

c) the fratern a l ko i ,o~iR ~hus rooted i~ co~-~ ~ fa i th i ~ :esus 
,~ . 

G~r ist a~d ~ic ~~fts , translat ed i~to a s i ar ed associat~on wit~ 

-:n:-ist ' s cor.1mi t:ient to t :~e co:::i:1~ of the :· i n=dor.1 a r:c.l ~lie 

trar.s.for·.10.tion of r.u;;a~ity into t::e hu:,a::it:,· ·,:hic i1 ·:od \;'Brits , 

starin~ t ~e ness ianic suf ~erin[ G. 

' 
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frat ernal koinonia in each cornounity i3 realised practically 

i n mutu.al concern, in sharing, a co□r:1on tal:ing of reaponsibili ty, 

a 9~t of one's goods to others, readiness to ?ay , activity in 

com□on . 

e ) fraternal koinonia transcends the lir:1its of each co□muriity , 

extends to others and sets up a tissue of exchanges and 

mutual support and help, of everything that can give practical 

expressi on of unity of all communities in the same faith in 

Jesus Christ . 

To remain in koinonia or where it has been broken, to 

mend it, are not steps which do no more than s!cic the surface 

of church l ife . On the contrary t hey e;o to the !::eart of what , 

fo r God , t he Church ou~ht to be . But on t he other ~and it is 

clear that th:.,s koinonia can be neither made ::or me:1ded sir.:pl y 

by a ju:::.'idical □ove, co\/ever off::.cial . It will co:::e - to resu□e 

□y iciage - fro :::i t he very heart of Chr istia.'1 beinF. :-o r 1<oinonia 

is not pri□arily a ~atter of structures, bu t of li f e . 2truc~ures 

or.ly exist to serve life • 
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I! 

The Source of Ecclesial Koinonia 

r:c:::O":IA AS PRUI'"'.1 0"5' THE EUCHA~IST QT,' TH:S LC::::D 

I: the joining of believers in fraternal koinonia 

and that of local Churches in a koinonia of "cor.:munion" car.not 

depend upon a simple juridical step, it is because in God's 

design the source of both is the Body of the Lord Jesus Christ , 

~is personal, Tiisen body, as r iven in the Eucharist. Of that 

certainty on which the Tradition of the ?athers lives, ?aul remains 

the great witness. 

1 . In First Corinthians, Paul addresses himself to a 

local Church which the spirit of party threate::cs to tear 

asunder (I . Cor. I, 10-13; III,4; XI ,17-22) (28). 
) 

The Chu~ch of God is being spl i t by cl iques, ?aul goes s~ra::.cht 
-to t ::-ie hear t of t :.ie p::-oblec, 1·Ii th extren~ :., .,,. ~ ~ ,, : ":hri s"; Jesus 

car.~ot be divided (I , 13) . ~~is is why division i~ ~he co~~uni~y 

aype ars, to the eyes of faith, ~onstrous. ~eceuse i~ ::.tis a 

body, it is not in the sa~e way as a political ' social ~ody ', 

s u ch as the city who se cohesion a.'1.d uni ty is 'based primaril~T o~ 

a pact between tb.e citizens. It is a body because it is the 

body of Chris~, caurht up in tl::e breacable realit:;· of t i.s tinique 

~isen bo~y. And the passafe fro~ that pe rsonal ~od7 to t~e 

ecclesial 30 dy is u1ade possible by the ~:oinonia i•1hich tte 1're ac! 

and cu? of the ~uctar:..st ;;:::-ir.f a~out ~ "':':i.e cup of blessing which 

4e bless, i~ _ir, nGt a-participation i~ the hlooc o: ~2ris~~ 

:~1.e b read w>.ic:: ·.,e brea' : , :.s i t r.ot a partic i ;, at:.on ir. ~.:: e :od:~ 

of Chr ist :' ""ecause t'1er e i s one loaf, ·:1e \·1ho are □any ar'= o:ic 

~1 ody , for we all -:Jarta1:e (me~echor.ien) of t:ie sa:ne loa.: " (T C V . , or, .. 
"' 6 - 17 ) 

~ 

' r 
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:'o 'i~ e sure, the i~terpretat:.on of t hese verses :.s difficult. 

Sooe read t hem as merely aff i r ~ing a unity a~ong believers 

co=ins fron their sitting do~m to~ether, fro~ the fact that 

they join in ta_~ir:~ food at the Lord's Tacle. ~he □ajoritJ 

:i.owever note that t~e context, ~-,hich is explicitly sacrifice.l 

(X , 18-22) ce□ands ta_~ing account of the fact that, in ev ery 

s acrificial □ovement, there is con~union between the divinity 

a_~d the faithful. And later on, (:rt,24-29) Paul underlines the 
• 
connection between the meal at the Lord's Table and the Lord's 

death. 1.':latev er is said of the way ::..n which t h e ?ody end 3 lood 

of the Lord are lir.J::ed to the bread and the cup - a hard problem 

~hie~ we do not have to discuss here - ?aul intends -to ~a~ firnly 

that t:ianl:s to this bread ar..d this cup believers have ?art 

toc:et:ier i :: t!:at :C:oc:y and :!3lood 8-"'ld in t·rhat tl:ese bear of t~e 

po\·rer of f:alvatio!! anrl hence of recor..c iliation . ~hey ente r into 

t::ie koinonia of Christ Jesus as :ie acts as Sa.:iour . ~he rec.lity 

o~ Christ tte !ord , perceived in h is connectior with the act 

of :'.alvatior: , is the reality pre-exi:st,u,,\· to and accour.tinr. for 

tr..ei r :"raterr:al unit:, . It i s that \'lhich holds them tocether 

I t?.t the Lord' s Tac le, l!la!-=es the□ "co r;i□u!'licants" in w::iat ha?9ens 

-t;J::er.e·(cf . ? ." 3- 20) . ?ut it ta~rns hold of the:: all togethe r 

e:iclo si::-:,... t::e~ i!'l its ur.ic;_ue ::..!'lci1ri s icle r ee:!.ity to -:::e po :.r:t 

·.-!~ere t hey are o::-ily a s::..nc le body in the uniqu e -:.or1y o:" c::rist , 

a si~~le ~read (2S) . In t:ie Jody of recorcilia".:ion ".:~ey 

~eco-e re~o~cile~ ~od~ . Mh" -Jo~d'e m ~1 ~, , 
- v __ -; - - • ~ _a ~ e J_' t: :::; -~cco::-:es t:1e ve-::-;/ 

~ocus ')f ";orl ' 3 r:::u:-c :1 . ~o ln~:--: e.:1i ty : r_ e,·cr:· :?~"'-ce ' ·.'::ere :_-;: 

ta>es i";s n1 -ce ;,., ~ ..... e "v"t 1 d · _ _ a - - - 1,_. - a S')n.ce ooe~e ::.~ t~e ~ofl:r ::,~ 

• 
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t ~ 0~_, irit cuilds t ~e Ch!':..st on t :1e Gross" ( , 30) and w~e!'e _.e 

'::iurc ': . 

r ,,.,.e ~r 1r0 ~r.0..., 1·a '" eon fro□ the d-:-ra:1ic viet·r:,o i :1t 
- - J.. --- _ ,. - . . J. , ..., ..... " 

f :;:::" •i t of t b.e '::uche.rist . 1:'e shot:ld no t e t::at :i:rnl i :". t h e verse3 

•:1e are stn dyint: s ri eaks of"the cu~ of l1e~ediction ( te~_eu l ori as) 

• 

i .•l:. j ch we 'Jless" • In line with Jewish tradition t h e '!)er.edic~ion 

::-efer::..--e t1 t o is the ex:_:,t'ess:.0:1 of tl:e wor.del"', filled ~,ri t '..l e ra ti t"...:c.e , 

o f t :.-ie ?eo::le o~ the Cove:i.ant in t ~1e face of wb.at ~o d h es tows or. 

t :1e :.1. 'i'!le ·':l:..u'ch is koinonia i..n t h e r .o!'ll 's ? ody , ma c1 e so lie! i n 

fratet'r al 1_<-o i r:on ia in t:he very 1,1over.tent in \·1hich i'; yrocla i r1s 

r:.oc.1 's ria r vels . Its S'..)iritual :) riesthood and .i.. ts natu i--e a s ·:o i no!': ; A. 

a::-e i:: s e, arao le. On the ot:1er :1a.~_cl - a::.:<J t h is :.s u::1do1-~1)t ec11~7 

:.10 ::-e i ririortar.t the C:hurc:1 i s nTt only uricle r ~;b.e .. ord of God , it 

i s a l s o i n t h e ~iser ?or1 y of the :Gord , " \'IQ.O c: ::. eci f') l' si:-s ·1
: ~ t 

i s 

not or l y t :1e sur: total 0f t hose j1.1 stif i erl ·'Jy t h e j r faith , :.. t 

als o t he :~o i..!"01, :.a of t :1ose \•1:10 ha\·e '::-P.er: s ancti~::. ecl :;:- e:-. ter:.::.c: 

..:.r. t o t :1e :,o i r o r.i a of the L-O r rl . :iowever s u:tle, t h is r,u a ri c e see :is 

t o n e Q} ca? i tal i oportance. 

It follov,s t hat t he real.::. t y of t:1e ko i !:on ia de!) er.d s on \ 

t lrn Fucharist, but j ust as the rr: e:-ibers of a christia:-, c o : :Hu r. i ty 

are no t ~u lly in :~o i Aonia a..,d henc e do r:o~ ::ull ·, ::i~ ;:e u p amm:lg 

t hemselves a Churc~ or ~orl exce pt insofar a s t ~ey a=e un ::. ted i n 

S ·n ,, -~ nr- .._,, e ~uc....,ar:i.· s +- so c ·_n_r ,_· s +- ian co□r.1un1.· -:--, 1.· e s are 110"': _-ft1l_lv. 
• (C • .l. - t:, V il J.., U V ' V -

i r ' :oino nic and :1e r ce do ::.ot fullv r.n'.{e u r to r et:1er a :::1~rc;1 o ,~ ,...._o d 

except t o t ~e extent t~at ~~ey nre un:. t ed i ::1 s h ar::.~: t~e ~uc~a~ ::. s ~ . 
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~ro.n t!lis vieupoi:1t tile uhole ecumenical effort should be 

towards a cor.1non Zucharist . But it is clear that this coorr.on 

ch aracter i n SOQething more profound tha:i co□cunity of rites, 

or even of doctrines. It is not er.ouch to celebrate to3 ether •••• 

2. ':1ilere is indeed another side to this :?auli:ne view -

the demands made by the Eucharist . The next chapter of 

~irst Corinthians reveals a conviction of ?aul 's that the great 

Tradition will make its own. ~ certain state of division .:'orbids 

the celebration to gether in truth of the r·emorial of the Lord. 

To the Church of Corinth , divided and disu:iited ( 31) , 

::?aul writes the the rite it celebrates when it Gathers tosether 

( en i to auto, i:i assembly) "is not the Lord 's meal " ( I . Car . ;a , 20), 

" ratl:.er as h e n ad said earlier you car.not d:rin '.-< t h e cup of the Ior<l 
14 

a n ci t h e cup of cer.ions . You ca."'lnot partal:e of the table o: t h e Lord 

a~d tile table of demons" (:: . 21) I: i v.isions, eve:-i social, s p read 

(:::=:,22) . :=:::atinE a."l.d dri nking then in a.'1 u m rort:::.;r =a11!:er , ::--.ot 

c:.sc. er:ii:10 t h e body " on e h ecor:i es guilty of t h e ':ody and l: lood o f 

t he Lo .:-d" ar..<l so "eats and drinlcs jud: e [1ent u;ion h::..n self '' c-1 , 27- 29 ) 

'.'hat ev er t:1e rite obse:::-ved, b ecause there is no fraterr. a l c o □::iunion 

• a r-_d t h e d e!!land for soliclari ty □ade by :_~ e□'oershi;) of t:1e ::oc.y is 

violat ed , t :1e celebration :..s a cheat. :'or " i t is not e :::10u c:;h -:o 

b re~ u ::. t h ":2 e con ::m :1.i t .,... .:'eas ts of t i e ?ac an s ; ev e~~ 1·1i t :1:i.r. t lle 

c ~r:..stia"'l co t::riunions \·re ca."1 b e e;uil ty of t ~1a t \•1l:ic ~1 r u les o 1.1 t 

:::-eal cor:i::11..1:ni ty •.-r i t h t ~e :::.ord of t h e feast (3~ ) . ·.:e do :10 -t celec r ate 

t-,Sis :·eal of ~.:r i t~ .. • ·:::iil e •.-re are r.o t t r u "::~l f'.l ll" e .-..-a-:-e d i ..... -'- ' , a+-
- V C,_ - -'-• ~ • - V 

nc-: ::, roc.uce ::.-: s ef: e c t i r. e. :1a ~ i c:1l o ::::- □ec :1a.r..ical fa:::; h ::.o ::: , l i ·:e 

a -':E.l i s ::ia:: • c a ll s f o~ s ~~c ~=it~ , a true ~~11 ~a mee t t ~e 

• 
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=~ qt:.i re-ier.ts o : :rate:-nal ::Jir.o::i :... a pl~...,ted in enc:1 :::eliever ar.d. 

eac·-. co:::ou:::.t:- b:,· tte c od:• o f t:1e Lord . Th e esser..t::..al co:::.te:::.t 

• 
s et o:i-: a;;o•re . 2uc:i sirceri t :, , suet \·1ill are alway s 

Joss ::.·Jle ~-:it::.e po~rer of t::::.e S:) i=:. t ; a.'1d the k oir-.or: i a ci•ren by t h--e 

:'".ore ' s A)C~ ari d -:i1oo cl is ::.o t a re·tJard, a cro\71\ of ::ieri t . 
T.._ 
- I., 

'helo-:ics , quit e s:.=?l :r , to the context of Covenant ( XI ,25) and 

t ~ e a ttitude re qu i=erl is nothing o ther tha~ fr.ee readiness before 

roe's ~i~t , ar.d o~eni~~ our ~earts a."d d irectinc our i~tent:.on s 

so t=.at our e;cistence -,ay be in har□ony with •.1hat ue are given . 

God res::,ects li".Jert:' • 'i:he w:iole draoa of t'::).e Tall and of .Salvatio~ 

·.:i tness to t ~:is . :·oboci.y could b e craEe;ed afa:..nst :iis or her uill 

into t~e ~ifyinE force of the ~ody of Chr:..st. 

In the sit u atio~ of our divided C~urc~es, this seco=d 

:10.lf o f -::,aul ' s vie\·/ - -::.:e only tiile :ie S? ea~-:s e:>cp l :.c itl y of the 

:ucl:.ar:..st a ~art :=oo the accou:::t of :.ts ir:stitut::.on - f orces u s 

to ~istr~c t ~acile inter co~~u~ion . ~o a=r:.ve a~ a c o~~on eu charist 

3o~e s t a c es have to ~e ?ase ed t~rou; ~ . ~~ese could no~ he pu::-e l y 

j u= id:..cal cecis:..0:1 3 . :~ey touch t ~e life of t~e con~u~ities 

-:::i..e:selves • '!':m s it is cn:cial to discov er w'..:.a~ a=e t::e ?re­

rer:u:..~ i ': es f or a t r u l y co::i::ion e uc narist , u1: ic:1 •.-,ould create a."'lr. 

authe:.tical l y s i'.:"r. i fJ 1:oi::1oni a between t::e "::1.:J.u::-ches . 

' 

\•::iat '?e.ul, stil l 

~nl':i:-- .:-: o f u:1:..t:" , e:r?o -:..:.~ds in t:rn sa::ie !)!3.S3ace of Cori:1:'::;.ia., s , 

:..s ~~a-:1tis:- . :::c:eed , t'.:at is t"..: e f i ::::-st !'ou~r1 r,tion of ·-:o 'r.o::' ~ • 

.. ... ·•re~~a•_,1e ·..1:-.:.. t:- o: t '.1 e "Je!'SO'"'. D. l :o<ly of t!': G !.ord e. cor.~J1lr io:--

co--H:1io:-- , si-:'"'if:..e s i_t . :::t do es ::ot sto? at consol i datin: it 

::.. ": its c>utie:1tic s-:atus ( ;~) . l o c:~3 it in i ts 

' 



• 

• 
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riG~t ) lace. :: tte i~a€e does not sour.d biza=re ~ere, I nib~t 

sa; t!lat :. t tur:is to bo:-ie what \•rould otterwi:;e re;.1air- only 

:aul \·/r:. tes: "by one ~piri-: we ,.-:ere all ba::r:isec. into 

o~e body ~ Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, and all were ~ade to 

c.ri~~ of o:ie 3~irit. ~or t~e body does no~ cn::sist of on e □e~ber 

hut of :ia~y ( I Cor . :~I, 13-1 l~). ~hence he deduces the ir.1possibili ty 

of divisio~ 8-"1C tt.e need "that the mecbers :na:" ~ave the sa..we 

care for one ar_othe:::-" (::II,25) It is to t:iis requ ire::er_t that, 

outsi<le their assecblies, the CorintI'-ic..~s are not fait~!ul • 

?a, t i s c - ?au l e□-phasises that it is into o::e :::Jir:. t - ne.l:es of all 

i n t :J.eir di~:ersity "or..e sole body" "t~e ::,ody of 81-,_rist" of ~-,:iic:i 

all are i::-.cl ividu all;:- □eMbers (:TJ:I,27) U!'ldoubtedl.7 it is r:ot 

si:--.~·: ir:;:- int o co:icorclis::i to thro~-, lif:"!!t or_ -::iis i::si:::;te-:-.ce o-!: 

::'at:.l 0 -:1 t !:e ~? iri t ( a')art fro::: t:i.e Acts c.!1d t::e :-o:::;pel t :: is is 

~~~~ :.3~ i~ t ~e - ~ :.rit) ~y reccllin~ t ~e account o: ::'en tec~:::;t, 

•.;': ere t!1e ,mlt i t ud e o : rac e s f ::.nds its elf u;1i::.~rl, t :1 e ,-:',._) :.:-i t 

of the :.ord reve::-s :Lnr. t :-..e drar- at i c state o: t >i!,: s c r e2.t ed ':y - a1Jel. 

for fo ;,.~s ive!'ess o r 

·-,ay -'; :.. ::'3d :.i , :~') t he s oli r;a:::- ity of ,-:' , r i.st , \·1•,er e tl::e ~.11.: l '; :i h'.de is 

·e e~ : r~ or uni ty ?nd ~vltitu Je s ~all no t ~e f l o ut e ( . 

_\ccess to t'.'.le : ucrtar is t t:iere:'o re rec;1.'. i ::.·es ri o t o:-:1:· _ 

, .-:·.at for t11e ':':rad:.t io·, i s qui t e ev :..den t - t r u ~ :,2;') 1:i. s · · ( o::- v a lic~, 

·:o :ise :-:ie l-'L'f'7.ta~e o f t i,e c a!·o:-::. s t- 3 ) ' ·.q:; a l so t'.1a~ o : •~ •-,; ' )u:;.c: 

- or i).q')tis~1 :. s r.o t re ,h1c i :)l e i~o a •·.ere rite . 7t ere .a tes c 

s i tuat i.0:r, , end ::..s \ 111ai: ii; e x .:.s ~s to do. ::- t :: s c l e .a:::-

: i.,cb.ar :_st ::.. s r.ot i:: co nfl .i.ct wi th o r - as :'-as '.)ee ::1 ·,r!'itten _ 
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" ::..n t e :--.s i.onu - wj_th bapt i s 1:1 . I t does not re? lace it, there is 

no e couo□:..sine:; . 
On t ile contrary , ref usinf, to see in b aptisn 

...... r e1 1.· □- 1.· n ary pure an d sinple, i t will a r i te without effect, a J 

re store t h e co□hlunity t o its ba ptisraal situation , but after 

h aving put it into t h e enbrace of t ~e personal bofy of t h e 

• 

Lo::::-d. ":'here is o:i.l y one l ife 5.n Christo, t hat w~ic:C. i s rece i ved 

in b ap tis:i and wcich does no t cease to b e t h e ba;,tisQal "e;race " 

of reconciliation . ~he Euchari st i s t h e QOiiJent wh ere that 

l i fe meets its source, and seized by it, tak e i t s i mprint. 

4. ':'he eucharistic require□ent then points bac!c to the 

.£' t h e . · . 
bapti smal requi rement, and in t :.ie quest ..1.orA ! .... 01.no n 1.a 

to b e restor ed between divided Churches it is there that 

effo r t should be brou[;ht to bear. ·.:e s hou ld e::1quire i nto the 

content of \iiat is deuanded by bap tis□ -this ti:ne on t:ie l evel 

no t onl y of w:1at is required b e twee:1 persor~s out be tween 

c on□uni ties. 

Tee f i r s t ele□ent at s take is unity of faith. 

;·e\·: ':' esta□ent i n its entirety witn e s s es t:iat :>aul 's warn i ng t o 

tae ~ala-:ians faithfully reflec t s t he t hough t of the aposto l ic 

Church . ~I f anyone is preactin( t o you a gospel contrary to t hat 
'(" 

uhich you receive d , let hi□ be accu?ed " ( Gal. : , G- 9 ; c f . 2 Co r 

?ere the ·.-10::-d a..TJ.ath e□a :i.as its s t r onf; sense ( 34 ), in 

l ine \·Ii th the Se b r ew herem, of putting t o t :1e ban • :ndeed 

t he Er a~uitou s ness of ~al vation is entirely rivetted o~ t he 

~eve l ation of a t rutn 1-,::icb co L1es o;il:,· fro rJ ~o d and f:-o ::. ·.,!l ich 

de? er..c.s the ·,;:1o l e of ex:..ste:1ce as be l ievers and t~e:ic e e :c::..ste:-ic e 

u:ider ~r ace . ...,,._ yt' . t' .... . t l __ 1us a.: .11.:1c na.... nar.::1s 1at trut~: barns t:ie 

au-:he nt icity ar..d dept::: of the c::.ristio.r. ex"?erier.c e as s uc:i. . 

' 
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'l'l:.ere is only one Christian truth because t:1ere is only one 

Lord Jesus G~rist in \·Thom '}od has revealed himself fully . 

(cf . I . Cor. ""'!II,c; !II,11) . ~ut it is not enoug~ to call 

Christ Jesus to 1.-1i tness . ~le :!lust also understand the co!ltent 

and the essential icp l ications of his work , of his oessace , 

of the event of his co~in5, of his person . In this revelation 

mo:-eover t h ere \'/ere included truths a::,out Salvation and about 

the n ea.11s w::iich God puts at our disposal to attai:i it. ':1hese 

belong to what lies at the heart of faith, t he divine desi~ for 

• a .Sal vatiorJ. in \·1hich the rather takes the ir..i tiative and provides 

t:ie rnear.s . 

• 

It is i□~ossible to be in a ~o::.nonia ~ased on 

C::1rist ' s 1.-,elcone a.'1d t h e •.,orkin6 of h::.s z ra~ ~ ·: o:~ esse::tial 

no i:its of fa::. :;·: u e are se~rn.ra':er. • . ~las, ~::.story p~ve3 a:::!!) l y .. 
t ~at, i: i :; is relatively easy to reac~ a-ree~er. :; o= articles 

of fai t~ a~out ·~oc. a."ld Christ - even t houch t':e . .Filioaue 

a::c. 10:.--.0?:iysite quest::.o:i.s :::ave ":een hot l y cis::,uted - or. 

. everr;b.i::.:; tc.at to uc!".es t he Church and t::-:ie :::eans of sa::. vation 

unc~sta.'1d::.nc is l ess easy . ("; oo□on se::se su::-ests tn.at in the 

q-...: est for koi:10n i a 'a::io::c Churches, :-,oints of di·.:erGer.ce v1hicll 

touc r.. on i :J?orta.vit ele::ne!:ts a'Jout t he rature ~:::.c. , i ssion of 

:- 2 e ':h·J.rc~: can Jre'Ter,"'; any u:1 ::. +:,y ~ore t han an u::st aol e e: ·a l c acat i o~: 

o r a ric::et:r const r uct:.o:, . 

: he.ve spo1-:evi of p l ur a l i s n ar.d rl i 11ers::.t:; an t o-! t~e 

:'!eerl +,o ::.ve t ::er-: i !'l •~0i nor.::.a t:1e :, l ac e t~, at ·, e lcn::-s ":o t he, • 

~~t :~is , 1ural i 3n a~rl-rli?e ~s i t y c ar. onl y tea di~fer e n~ 

real isatio~ o f ":~e sa~e c o~~or ~ift , t ~e t r ~~3l ~tio~ of t ~e 

s 9ne f a it~ at l e a3t ::.n :.ts esse~ t ial~ . : e:1ce Chu~c~es t ~at 

• u i 3h to re s"';::ne '7o i.:-.on ia GJ-: d ex ar::i!1e :'.: e:.3e l ve s on t l; e::. r f:.del i t:· 
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... 
0 

t heir ca'1tismal requirements , must ask 1:1hether they are 
" - • 
fund~~entally in asreement on id guo<l ~eauo~itor ad unitatern et 

et sufficit. In other words, they ask whether, beneath the 

di fferences in their theologies, t~eir traditions , their expressions 

o! doctri~e they confess , at least on □ajar Joints about God and 

Salvation, t:1e same faith . This is espec i ally necessary with 

questions w'b.ich ~•rere originally disputed a_'1d led to the rupture . 

It seems to ~e more than ever !1ecessary to add that 

-:he baptisnal denands go with an evangelical view of :!:m□an 

behaviour, in other word st with confor:ni ty to et~ical ?ri:-iciples ~ 

lin!ced to the biblical conception of man ' s vocatior. a.n.d dig~ity . 

~hey bear on justice , the ris e of power , the control of se:::uality, 

t he do minatio:1 of creation, the relation to life . A unity 

constructed wit!lout regard to this field of p::-actical d.;.ily li.&"o 

would be nothinc ~ut ritual or juridical . !t would ::ot reac~ 

t~e co~~ective tissue of ecclesial reality . ~o be su::-e t 2 is 

di~er.s i on o: ~aptis~al :idelity is r.ot to c e ~ut on t ~e s a~e 

f ootin"! as confession of t~e l?re at do f.'J] atic trut :-.s 2.bout '.';ad, 

Chr i st a.11.d t:ie rnea.'1s of :3alvatio~. :"o!1e t he less to ::ec lect it 

would be an irrepara½le feul t . 

s. ~he Tredition of t he first cer.turie s. □o3t es?ec i ally 

t~e hand:ul of a 'Jostolic traditions, s tc.t e s i~ a ".:::011s a:-d ·.:a;:· ::; 

t ::ia t the ~coi!'0r.ia of ti1e ':~u:-c 11es is ur.<ler the ca::-c , t~e e-,is':o-,e 

of an ir.t er-relat erl ~rou? of □ in i sters , H'!c.o t a::e c:1:;r;.-~ "'otl1 

o r t 'r.e i :-:-:er~al co:18 :::; io:~ of ee.cr. £;:'OUT) :1:- 11 o: t:: 2.-: c : o.11 th8 

Q)' 

0 
t J ,.._, 

(;J 
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aloe e~s"..lre a constc_~t l:.n~: :'or eact loce.l St::1rc:: a::-: :'o :- :;::e 

rhu.:-c=1es as a ~-1holc w::.. t:i ~te a;ostolic co~::nm:.. t-;-- . 

~o-: onl~ ~~e ,o::..nt of de;artu r e of t t e c ~r is-:ia~ e✓:::,er:..erce ~:: 

:~~ also a CO P St2~t 

!)O:..n t of reference, t:::e :cor□ative way o: real:..s:.::-.g the .._,:o ::..::oria 

. 11 d 'I-.. - d ~ ~,. - "'" 0 i t ~ o-w:. e •JY ~-o , t::e uniq_ue w::.. tness ':o -::::e e~'.:a")ax O.L 1..:1e .-. e - __ a - --

J esus ~:ir::..st . :'he 'Ai:ole life of t'.::.e .:·:urc· . , :.5 

fo'J.nded or: the 'i:ord of 1:-od a.r1d on ~£ i t h - •· t:1at : ·or e , Ca!::>O-'; b e 

l i·1ed. exce~t :..n a !)os-:olic witness a '1d i:1 a b solute .:i<lelity to 

• i ts co".lt e:it • ':"" i.1is EOes too for conforoity o : t ay':i s :1al li:e to 

t ''!e a •J t ::erit:..c des iE:;n o.: God for h ::.s C'J::i.:..rc::. , u:ider r, a in o.: ·1!'Ur,.:1int; 

-:ne a _? cstol::..c :hu rch :mst be :'our:c. :..n e-.:er:.r : :.:'...trc· · . 

·, .:-o ·:er: . 

~::.ese ':hurc::es, :..:1 t ::e:..r ;,art::.c1..:lar setti::s c:d '::te::..r o· .. :: ::-.:..s-::, .:-:..ca::.. 

sitt:.a::i6r: , re r:; a.ir: in t:::e ''a,ostol:.c t :-acit ::.c::·• . 

• •·apoEtol :..c s ucc essio::-," '::)u t set w:.-::1.:.r a :. a.:-~er u::cle : ''c:>::-.::.~ t.;:.:;y 11 

-: ... . ": ::!e teac:-:. :.::c- o: tl:e faith, '1 co::t:;.::~:. ':c '' i~ s-c~~- e-._"".., 1 ° "o - 0 "' .. .. C. _ o,_ . .. ~t;;.. - --- - , 

2._:;o s-: les'' • 

• 
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is regulated by t hese criteria which neasure up 
to features 

· ·t~ It is a identifying the primitive apostolic COill□ur.i ~ • 

guarantee in :i:espect of this co~tinuity. d t he whole h::. ~tor y An 

th . of t he stranr e situation of of the Church, to say no ing o 
(35) · 

h th t t 'ne 'validity ' of an ordinat~o~ eoisconi vae;antes, s ows a 

ca::1 be no thine but a 'vestigial organ' (?) w!:lere t here :.s not 

integration into the continuity of apostolic life. 

Eucharistic koinonia between co□munities coulc not be 

• 

genuine , from this point of view unless in each of the□ t~ere f 

existed a ministry con:i.ecting the:i with t'!::.e apostol ic □ i:i istry . 

Ot herwise the gathering of these communities could ~ave :i.o 

~uaranteed a::1chora5e i n the apostolic asse~bly arou~d ~he ~ord 

and in t he Spirit of :?entecost . ':':-.eir. u~itJ aid i:::1.ternal co::es::.~" -

,..,b.i ch .:iE;ht be real and sor.i et:::ies stroncer ::.n ;-::-ou:,:s ~o-: encto•.,e~ 

·.-, i th a J1inistry ir. a~ostolic continuity t har. ::.:1 so□e t :~a'c are -

•.•:ould not be fully attac:ied t o the 'ro:.r:on::.a of t:..e apost les i:· 

:aith , nission and service 0f t~e poor, t i e ?ra::.se o: c~e l~vi~~ 

~od . They would lack t~at tie with!~Sostolic 6rouJ ~~ic~ 

e:-.sures in all aE;e s and throue:;:-.out h::.story , \'/~at t he Cac'..:~ l::.c 

tradi tbns call "collegial ity" of rn ::.nistries , t lrnt is t hc::.r 

associatio!l wi":h v,:,;.at t::.e apo:::-: les establ::..s::ec. as a "colle;:e" e.:,c. 

not as a si:iple a~dition o! individual: act in~ eac~ acco r di~c ~o 

J 

' L 
ct 
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a no ~ ~ t ~ e n s elv es a ko i non~a based on t h e ? resen ce i n e a c~ of 

t ~ e f ai t:: anc. order \·rh ic~ uni ten. t he apostol i c co~I!luni ty in 

":h e k o i:1onia o f <: h r i s t Jesu s . ':'he minis t r y h a s - jns t i fyin:: H~ 

quasi- ir. s t r u~ental : unc tion i n t~e se:-vice o f t e e Eift of 

g r a ce to t~e co□cu!'lity, i~s function of steward a sy::ibo lic 

~u n c tion ( in t:1.e sense contemporar y philoso9 h y Ei v es to this 

t erm (3~) wit~ reEard t o t h e ap ostolic groups . It h a s a 

vicariou s re l a t ion s h i ? to t h e rainistr y of t h e Twel ve on wh ich 

t h e Church is f o rev er f our.ded ( 37) . In a nd t ~r ou Eh it i s t h at 

a;ost olic !:li nis t r y no\•/ elu d ing ou r e}.."-p e r ien c e ,. ._.which is :::-end erec: 

") r e sen t and a c t i v e : the on e canr.o t dispen se ,-,ith t h e oth er , 

y et i t t r a~scen cs i t . 

~he Chur ch es of t~e Ortho dox e a s t ri~~tly i ~si s t 

on t~is "sy-,bolic essence" o f t h e □inist::-y . A ::ii:ii ster ca_"lo ot 

?reside i:i t2e r~u::-ch unless he i s see:: as v i cer o f t ~e c o lle~e 

o f t h e T•:,e l v e . !'~at t '.:J. e refor'.':led Church es s a y of tl~e ecc l esial 

·.;o ::-d , t~at it sh ot:.ld a l ways brin 3 wit h i t t he a?o s t ol ic wo r d , 

t~e Catho l ic t ::-aditions s ay o f eccles i a l ~ inistr y , that it 

s:::oulc. a l u ay s b e b ear e ::- of t h e apostol i c □i:i istry . '.!enc e t '!len 

i::sistence on apost o l ic "succ ession " a s · a ma j o r con d ition o f 

~-::oi:ionia i f the l at t e r wis::ie s t o b e i:: :rninor..i a ,-,i t h ,-,hat ~as 

b ee:: do n e "fr o ::. ~:!e ea=l i est t ::. :ies " . 

,..-r afted or. to th i s questio:--. , and r a ~ i cally d e p e::derit 

o n i ~ , i s tee ? r obleo of the "ni~i st r ;',' of unit:v ': c:1 9.r r ed \•Ji t ':1 

-: e.:rir1E c a r e ( •:e a r e st i l l t al '~i:: - a'!--iout e:-i isl'"o-::e) t hct t :: e se 

r e s -::,o r-.si ..... l c ~or =i :iis':: r y a re t:-ie~se l•re s e.:-. Ru-1:; ::e--:t ::.c '' c :i :!.l e :::- e " 

kee , :..n5 '::~e= s e :!.ves fa i t~fu l t o ~h e a,osto l i c ~itr e ss . : u t i t 

i.s c l ea:::- t ::at t :1is "re r 1_tire:-ie1;. t " c a..·m o t b e c o n s id c r e c exc e?t 

~~ere everyt::ii~ ; I ~ave set out a ~ove i s a s nured . ~o= the 

~a t~o l i c t r ad i tio:'.s , tte ~ inist r y o f a u~ive r sal ? ::::- ic 3 ~e i s 
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at the service of an "e?iscopal" ::::iir.istry which does not 

h · ~ 1 C • •r ave 1. ts source at 'l".:'ooe but is born of the :! ? y ,_.p1.r2...., • 

~h e ~ishop of the local C:iurch is r.ot a representative ot 

deleg ate of t~e bishop of ~ome. In the stronr words of 

Lu~e~ Gentiu~ about bishops C,ar. 27) 

11 T~1e pastoral office or the habitual and daily 
care of their s:ieep is entrusted to them co~,letely, 
~•or are they to be re9:arded as vicars of the :'.:o □a~ 
'?on tiff, for the:7 exercise ar. authority which is 
proper to them and are quite correctly called TJ!'elates ". 

C o□nunio~ with the bi8hon of ror:ie is to bi!:<l t~e □inistry of 

al l bis~ops not in obedience to a rnorarch Gut in obedience to 

-:h e apostolic .:.'ai th and in co!"for~i ty \·Ii th the r.iis .sior. 

tra;u:mi ttec. b;y the A:,o stle~.. The ?or:311 Cathol ic trad i tio:1 

sa,:: t:ia-1:; t h :.s con:::union ic ::1ecessary ::.1.ot :or reasons o: 

cornre!"..:.e:1ce ':ut becat:.sA it is t:ie ::::uaran.tee of t"::istei1ce i , . 

:, 0i::1onia a::cl the s:. -::!1 that -:he local C1·.ui,ch , bc•::ever ~articular 

it s cus-:or· s anc ri ro"'Jer t ra:.-cs, stands w:.~· .i :: cl:e "c&t~:o l:.c" 

sy:i-::-1 :10T"\.y ( c at::.o lic in the a:·.cie::.1t sec:se o: t 'i.:.e t3r:::i ; . 

Tr_ "';h e pr-ese:"'J- ·-:;ituation , offic i ally t he -or·ar: 

:- a '-;' ,n l i c ::- '.cu rcn is t ::e oril~r one to see in t '.:l is 8-!) u:v w o i r.,q~·le tJ: 
r<=(lU ire1 reri t f o r '<o inol" i. a he t.i-;ee r. Chu:!'.'c~<=s, althoue;h oth ers -

a rO:'.[ t Dew t :..C.e _.:_r_!lica!l co r.v1u:i.io!l - are c11allen::,;ed ":1y t h e 
noved 

c o ncl1Js:i.o:, s of certajn dialoc ue co!1r.1i s ::; ior,s i'l~:.ic '.:1 !iave~ i , t:" a t 

di ·c13c :;ior. (38) . =t is clear t h a t in any '.)rojec t ~o.r ~a:oir~) --·. i a 

j ,, "'~1i c ·1. t~:e :-o~:a!: ,~et:,ol:.c Clmt'c '.'.°t :.s i nvolved t:~i,:j ele L1e"!' ':.; i·~ 

eccles i a l co · ;_,ur. i on c8..1 •no t 1)e left a ::;i(ie . 

-::-11 e se are ~ t':1 .i.n:~ , .ror an ecc l es \ oloc·;y \/:1i ch re f uses 

to 1~ e ,:uilt on a :::iure ly j urid.ic 2,l "rasis 1Ju t a ::.._1s ·co 

b ~ : o :,....ded or.. t:ie ver"y nature of bei r .. ~ - ir.- f,; rac e , t:i.1e 

;::i rereq_u i s :;.. tes for an;:r au tl1ent ic and end urine: l:o ino!,ia b e tween 

~hurches . _s i "; riecessary t o insist that t hey are'heactir r: s fo r 
t h e a r-en c!a of -::;:.e j our ney to\'Ja rds unity? 

t 



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

This is well stressed by -a ~ -~c··1· Mh ~~ h . ymon .... .= J . , ~ e ,J ... i.:rc es 

t h e Apostles left Behind. rew York 1934, 8L~-85. 

~ote t h at here t h e i~a5e is different fro□ that of the 
~e□ple as given in I Cor. 3:16 

On this "holy community of God" see especially J . n .::::::.LIO':''.:' , 
~he elect and the holy, an exegetical exa@ination of 

I . P 2 :4-10 and the nhrase basileion hierateu□a .:.-,eyden 1966 ; 

X. R.S:!OI:GP.ASS, "I Peter 2: 1- 10: i t s :::.'or=nation a.."ld 

Literary Affinities in t·:Ts 24, 1977-1978, 97-106 

J.CO?PB; , "Le sacerdoce royal des fidiles; un commentaire 

de la ?et. II, 4- 10" in Au service de la ::.=-ani!.e de :ieu, 

• rn elanr-es Charue, Ge!Jbloux 1969, 61-75; ? _. S.iCt3VCI~ , 

• 

t 

"Un royaume de pretres? in Etudes sur la -., re!ciere lettre 

de ?ierre, coll. Lectio d ivina 102, ~ aris 1989 , 65- 96 . 

( 4) See J . ru:::?O;:T , "L 'Uniori entre les prer.1:_ers cnre-:iens dens 

da..'1s les Actes des .:'-..potres", ::..n i."ouvelles etudes SL~r les 

(5 ) 

i\.ctes des Apotres, coll. ::iectio divina '!1:3 , 7ar:.." _ ..... ,.,. _ 

2~E- :i1~ (306-30S) 
;-u~=a :~eolo~::..ca IITa f,~.c 

(~) ~ote tha~ ~he t erm ~kkles ia is ~ct fou~~ i~ tte Jo t~~n::..ne 

traditio,. 

(7) Gee 3 . '.'. '7C':3r - f.iO:T , "The ~!ebre\•1 Conce:;Jtion ~of ·Corporate 

?ersonal i ty", in Z ei tschrift f u r Rtrtesta□en t l ich c · .. 1:. sse'."lschaf-: 

66 , 1936 , 4-9- 61 ; J . re F-r.Ar ;·:r::, Adara et G'.)~ l i··nao-e , 

(2) 

etude sur la Jersor na l ite cor~orative oa~s l o. ~i~ l e , -ru~es­

-:-'aris 195S . 

'.":ee "."'a:r.nor..c! 

(9) It seems to rie, ir.deed , t':1at t:iis is acout J ews a::d 

not about ':hristia:1s as a ·.-,ho l e . 

(10) Cn ";~~ ::i eani~-:- of t ".-li s verse .see es?eci~lly - • ?~ -~--~,...·-;-··-·~,~ 

':".::e ~o s::,e l accorci ir.. ~ to .:'t .Jahr. . vo l. 2 -- e,: Y'.) r:: ,.-:c-o, 
3c;6- 3S7 : 
"The childre:-- of r-od who are scattered 0.::-0-..1-: t11e ·-,orld , 
whome tte exalted o~e rlraws to ~ir.::se lf ~~ ~ =-s de at~ on t ~e 
cross (12- 32) are ~at~ ered il"!to one , the one floe ~ o~ 
:-::1r i st uhich includes sl:een fro;.1 the -:i r ev:.ous f old ar,d o'ci::.er 
s h ee"? not fro '.i': t hat folrl ("O- ~f) . "e b e::-in to see the sha-'.)e 
of t::i.e ol"!e C.hurc:i oade u:, of J e 1 ,s a"'l.d Gen t i l es , w~ic':1 -
e r.::~races a ll t he 'c!J.ildren of r-od ' •.-(ho :iave fc llo,:ed the 
call o~ t l:e recee::;er a:rd ·ul' :..ri-e:- of .salve.t:..o:i. . ':'':'l e old 
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t ~ · . of t~e scattered Israelites is 
i ~age of the ~a,.eru:ig - tive of all t t ose 
t~en ufr ~g~~ t~:r~~~~~~~~~ ~~~sg:~tile s, ,-,to have so • 
~no sent. Yd . t a' d1.· s~a,., c e . t:1ey no,.,, cor::e t o Jeaus an d he 
T ar S 00 a '-' · · ' . • ) d th· ' n 
~oes not reject the□ • (cf . 12- 20f f b an ~is 1.s o n _ 
:ruit of his savinr3 death (cf . 12 : 2 .-, 32) . 

J • T r, m,LI ~ nn "L ' ~or-11.· se de (11) See t::e :Jasa ar-e I quote in • • 1• • • 1- -'";'•· ·!.) , -
rieu d~s l e dessein de Die~" in Iren1.'l{on 53 , 1985 , 21 - 60 

(12) ~~is is very well r or..e into~in ;:arkus BA.:~TS , Enhesia.n s 1 - 3 
coll. The Anc:ior 'nibleiTew Y"'rk, 1<)74 , 307- 311 

( 13) On the distinction between ~ a.-n.d :-:::ainos see es-;, ecially 

:' . A. I:A~PISYT::::iLE , "~he Concept of r ewness ir.. the ,·e,-1 

~estrune:i.t" in J'?L , 74- , 1965 , 69- 7':? , develo:,ed in I!' . , 
':'r.e co:ice".)t o! :Te,-mess i'!' the !rew Tes-';;acer.t . ' 'in n ea-=1o lis 1°,;o 

( -1l!.) fin al ~eport of the Synod o~ Catho l i c ~is~op s , ~:i 

T'ecenber ,, 0 85 introduces a r athe r stra.": t;_:e distinct~o~ 

1Jet·.-:ee!1 ?luralis'Tl a."ld plurifort:1i t:r . It see□s to :.1 e ::o t 
at all ~an,y in t h~ s context . 

(-15) ! follo•·1 he re t:ie j uclrze!'le::1t of r.ayc:io::cl ~:--~1. -:· i:i t.is 

little boo~ The ~o~t:1u~ity of the ~c lov ed r ~sci~le, 
--e,-, Yo::'r_ ,,l"\79 . 

( -1 s ) Especially~si::1ce the f~ndaQentel study o~ J .Y.CA"'.:)~=L~ , 
... oioo:1ia ar.d it::; So:-r:iates in t he :·9,., Test::u:ie:rt " i:: 

Jour~al o~ Dibl i c~l Liternt~~e ~1 , AC~2 , ;c;2- ~co . ~ee 

also the bi:- ,.-,o r 'k o:' " · ":>;.:·-:~--uL,~· , ··oio""' o~ ~- a 1.°'l t'. 1e ··c-·., 
'!esta11P.".1 t coll. A.:~al. .... ,icl. 85 , T'o,,,e 1S79 (oi:·, l i o 

""""' 

see es?ecial ly ch a? o) . a r1ri t t e art · c1c ~~ 0 :1 "~~oboni.e " i r ' 

l e Tic~ . ce ~ry ir . 

(" ~) ·• ::-,~-.- ~":" ;-- , " :7" , ' 1.1 n jte ,le l ' - :-l ise 1la·, s 12. pens t.e d e s a jr,t: 

' a1Jl " in Le te, 1:, s 1l e 1 1-=- 1 ·lise 

~ I" this quest ion o ~ t 'r~ e s ur:imar i e s see e 'J:'er, ial l y J . --::.;-:~ ---:- , 
• '- ,. ~ - II 1 L • l b ' . O:'J . c J ,, . , e c . , ., a co,w,uri:rn ,, e <e s 1er s au:-: .'.)e r· ,1e ::- s jour s 

rie l ' ~~-l ise 1
' , .::" - '; _; rle s sur l~s .\c t Ps t:Ps .i.7'lo:-res c o l:. 

- t· d' . LL t; ' ·s ,. c 5~ c;o- ~,. a · ~ \· -~ -, · t , 18 C' J O l "J' ll'B , , _ a.rl '.,. t , .,. ) - :::' ' ': j rl , •A .. 1 . C US .','.)OSt -

Ol0rl.1 , . I n trot:uct i.o e t e xe:r1nla exeFetica f a;:;c . 2 --or,e 19E-o 

27-i - 330 , r ~·:1r::::J::- , "I tratti reassuntiv i de~l i .:..tt i 

dec; l i J.'posto l i 11 , i n Tl .. essaF·io c.lella Sal vezza - ::cr j ttj 

anostol i c i , Turin ~962 , 137- 150 . 
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• \ r20) Cl 1 , ear ~, t hi s usae;e has ::ot~int; to do v,i th t~e sense of 

• 

"uncl " · · · · ean Vl!.11.cn the word so□eti::i es has \·1i t:i :,u:.:e . 
C.-,c . "'0;14; 11 . 7 ; 10:23;) 

( 2"') ... .::;ee J . r~:c·:1. ":.a cor::u:-iaute des biens •••• " 50~- 5"i0 

( 22) Cn t he ya:iad ar.d its conPectioI" with the ,::u=iran literature 
see :· .-:: .3crs··,u~;;, ":':1e ~irst 2pistle of ,ro:m and 

the writings of 0,lmrfuiin James 2 . CEAi:LE3::or.m, Johr: and 

0unran London 1972, 156-165; r-:.:/ILCC~, :1he Se□::.tis;:is 

of Acts . Oxford 1965, 93- 100 . 

(23) "T-'rom the Acts of the Anostles (2:44 ; 4:32) we learn that 
at least in Jerusalem the first Christian co::u:iunit; held 

all their possession in com~on and endeavoured to ach ieve a 
heart- felt unity in the service of God . ::any co□mentators 
see here an influence of the Zss ene ideal upon primitive 
Christianity in Jerusalem. El sewhere, the Gospel. of John 
insists in a character istic manner on the unity which joins 
together all Christians (10:16; 11 .:52) and especially 
17 :11 , 20- 22). ~his being so, it is probably not by c~a."lce 
ttat the First Epis tle of John employs four ti□es in tDree 
verses (1 : 3; 3, 6 , ) the \·1ord "co□□uni ty" or "fellowship" 
(koi~onia,, which corresponds exactly ~o t he ~ebrew word 
ya.bad , which was used to c.esignate t:1e "co□muni t~ for::ed 
'oy t he peo;ile of Qu□ra."1: T::i.is word, ':oi::1onia si~nifies 
not onlJ the "fellowship" of Christians· ano::5 t:i.e:::sel ves 
(1:3a,7) but also the "fellowship" of C::iristians wi th- t ::le 
~ather a!1d w:.th hi3 ~on Jesus Christ (1 :!b,E) . 7ro□ ~he 
openir..g of liis ~istle, Jo::n wishes to recall discreetly tee 
ideal of "fellows!lip" aoonr. all who are:.:: .3od ' s serv:.ce . 
I:1is e::ip:'::.asis b::-i ng n to ciir.d tne :.deal of the =sse:ies" 

3cr2·: .. t~!\ loc. ci t 150- ..,61 . 

(24) On t ::ie nua.rice betueen r:1 etcho a."'ld !coino::.eo see the fe\·1 lines 
· ~ r~r~r -,- 't 11 Qt . - · ~1· oy '✓ ..J- ., , ; .!.J _;n. re aux .:e:.)reux , co • . uaes ;.i :. ,. 1alles, t. :::>aris 3:ibliques , 13ar1a ~953 , '.i' . 2. L~3 -

( 25) J rcr,c•·c, IIT ... • • b. II C::" 3 
· - ,. • ·J. .... a co::i::::unau.,e aes 1ens ... ,,, . , 

( ~~) ~ • 1 1 - ~ 3- ·rc- ~ A ... r l t ' - - 0ee eS? ec1a_ y _ •- . ~J -, wv~cen ~ary 0 ~ \ · B Q l 3~S , 

-:r3..- ' . . -: " · ,.. , · ..,?C?. , 12G- 128 . 

(2';'") ?au l -loes r.ot drrn•; ot, -: :1ere tnis co~r:ect:.on •.-,:.th t he u:1o l e 
?ody o: C!lrist ; see~ ~or . 1? :~G . 

-:'ori::;t !:.:.2.::s Tor.r.'.:lr.. "':LL':, -~- 1 ~ ; .'T • ...,~,..._,.., .. ,.. 11 - e "lexio:- s ~e 

sai !'lt 7eul il ' e~re~ce ~ ' ~~ e - r l ise divis~e 
i :: ~ - .... e :::.r:"":::-··rr, -:;ao l o e 11"."a ~:~:.esa d:. ,,:.sa , -o, c ,, ~0 0 , 

2" C:-23'" 
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) ee J . :·r !-7;..:'': O"J . c i t 23ll--1 42; J . --c? : ::G, La "'.)re :!l iere :::'9itre ~ 
ne sai nt ? aul aux Corintl1_ie!"s , ··~uchatel :'aris 1949 , 85 . , 
wl;l.o Sufgests t ranslatint (on t he sane lines as "O:':?A'I':') 

"we are one bread, one body , t hou[h we c a'-<e up a □ultitude". 

(30) Accor dinE to ~ . SC:LI~ry co.cit 2?2- 293 On th:s quest i on 
s ee the study 'Jy ~: . LEm1 - D;J?QU!' , "(;or;, s du Christ et 
Euchari stie" according to sai nt Paul" , i n Le corns et 
Le Cor.,s du Chr i st , col l. I ect io divi na 1~4 , Paris 1983, 
225- 255 (2;4-235) 

( 31) ~h is context of di sunion see□s essential f~~ ur.derst andinr 
t he pas s age . 

(32) J . '. 'C:''7A'!'T , op . cit . 1f 1 
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( 3 3) This is why in the tradition of the Eastern Churches, 

as in that of the Catholic Churches of the East, christian 

initiation culminates in the eucharistic celebration, as their 

ritual for adult baptism demonstrates. 

(34) cf F.F. Bruce, Commentary on Galatians, 83-84 

(35) On this question of episcopi vagantes, read especially 

P.F. ANSON, Bishops at Large, London 1964; A.J. MACDONALD, 

Episcopi Vagantes in Church History, Oxford 1945; for the 

Anglican Communion, H.R.T. Brandreth, Episcopi Vagantes and 

the Anglican Church, London 1961. 

(36) cf especially G. DURAND, L'imagination symbolique, 

Parish 1976; E. ORTIGUES, Le dis.to ... r:; et le symbole, Parish 1962. 
• 

(37) I went into this matter on J . M.R. TILLARD, _The Bishop of Rome 

(SPCK 1983). 

( 38) Read on this subject W .A. VISSER ' T HOOIT "Le Conseil 

oecumenique et l'Eglise Catholique, ultimes r~flexions du - pasteur 

• W.A. Visser't Hoeft" in DC 83, 1986, 125-129. 
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