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POPE AND ARCHBISHOP EXCHANGE VIEWS ON ORDINATION OF WOMEN 

Pope John Paul II and the Archbishop or Canterbury, Dr 

Robert Runoie, have exchanged letters on the ordination or women 
to the priesthood within the Anglican Communion. The correspondence 

dates fro■ 20th December 1984 to 17th June 1986. 

The Pope's letter to the Archbishop reiterates that the 

ordination or women is seen by the Roman Catholic Church as 

introducing "an element or grave difficulty" into the uni,y 

disc~ssions between the two Churches. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury took the unusual step of consulting 

the Primates of the Anglican Communion about this letter and they in 

turn consulted their Churchr:s. In replying to Pope John Paul II the 

Archbishop welcomed "the constructive and frank character" of the 

Pope's letter. 

The Archbishop went on to report that those Churches in the 

Angl ican Communio n ~h ich have or dai ~e1 wo□e n have ~on e 3 0 ••~~r 

serious doctrinal reasons". The Archbishop set out these reasons 

more f ully in a separate letter to Cardinal Willebrands, President 

of the Vat i can Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 

The Archbishop proposed that the matter should now be 

discussed within the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 

Commission - the official joint body respons ible for un ity 

discussions between the two Churches at world level. 

Card i nal Willeb r and s ha s now r e plied t ~ tne Archo : 3hop and 

agrees that the International Commi s sion s hould deal with the issue 

especially a s it affect s the mutual r ecognition of the orda i ned 

ministries of the two Churc hes . The Cardi na l al s o sets ou t some 

c onsidera t ions why the Roma n Ca tho l ic Church "doe s not cons ij er 

her s el~ t o be 3utho r i~ed t o 3dmi t wome n t o pr i es t l y o r dinati on " . 

Monday , 30 th J une 1986 . 

JL•r n J< 

Contact: Mrs Eve Keatley 

01-928 8282 
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