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AR CJC-11 43/ 1 (85 ) 

A DMISSION TO HOLY COMMUNION: THE LEGISLATION OF THE 
1983 CODE OF CANON LAW 

Canon 844 effectively summarises and replaces the Secretariat's Instruc­
tion on this matter (I 972) and the subsequent clarificatory Note (1973). 
These earlier documents (reprinted, for example, in Flannery's Vatican II, 
pp 554-563) retain their value as an aid to interpretation and also in view 
of the Instruction's synthesis of the doctrinal position from which this 
discipline springs. The text of the canon follows in Latin and in 

English. • 

Can. 114-1 - § 1. Minlalrl catbollcl 111eramenta llclle admlnl1lr1nt 
10111 cbrl■lllldellbue c1tbollcl1, qui puller eadem a 10111 mlnl■trl■ ca­
tbollci■ liclte redplunt, ■ah-I■ bulu1 canonl■ H 2, 3 el 4, ■tque can. 861, 
I 2 praeecripll■. 

I 2. Quotlee neceall&I Id po■tulet aut Tera 1plrltu1l11 utlllt.u Id 
■uadeal, et dummodo perlculum Tltetur errorl■ nl lndlffettntl■ml, llcet 
cbrl■tllldellbu■ qulbu■ pbyalce aut moralltu lmpoalblle alt ■ccedere 
ad mlnlatrum catbollcum, ucramenta paenltenllae, Eucbarlatlae et 
nnctlonla lnllrmorum rcclpere a mlnlelrla non catbollcla, ln quorum 
Ecde.ala nllda u■latunt praedlcta ■acramenta. 

I 3. Hlnlatrl catbollcl llclte ucr■menta paenllentla.t, Eucbarl■tlae 
et unctlonl■ lnllrmorum admlnletrant membrl■ Eccle■larum orlenta­
Jlum quae plenam cum Eccle■l■ catbollca commnnlontm non habent, al 
■ponte Id petanl et rite ■Int dlapo■lta; qnod etlam u.let quoad membra 
aHuum Eccle.aiuum, quae iudlclo Sedla A)>Oatollcae, ad ucramenta 
quod ■ttlnet, in porl condlclone ac pr■edictae Ecclealae orientalea nr, 
•ntur. 

I 4. Bl adalt perlculum mortla aut, ludlclo Eplecopl dloeceunl 
ant Epl1eoporum conterenllae, alla urgeat gnTI■ necealtaa, mlnlatrl 
catbollcl llclte eadem ucramenta admlnlatrant celerl■ quoque cbrlatla­
nla plenam communlooem cum Eccleala catbollca non h■bentlbua, qui 
ad ■uae communltatl■ mlnl■trum ■ccedere nequeant ■tque ■ponte Id 
petant, dummodo quoad eadem ucramenta lldem catbollcam manlte­
■tent et rite ■Int dl■po■ltl . 

t 6. Pro ca■lbu■ de qulbu■ In U 2, 3 el 4, Epl1eop111 dloeceaann■ 
aut Epl1eoporum confereotia 1eneralee norma■ ne terant, nl■l po■l 

coneultatlonem cum ■uctorltate rompelentl -■lt~m locall Ecclealae nl 
communltatla non catbollcae, culu■ lntett■t. 
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Can. 84◄ I 1 Catholic nunistcrs 111:1)' l:iw(ully adminlSlf'r the s3cramcnts 
only ro catholic mcmbt"rs of Chrnt,'s ,faichful, who t"qu:illy rn3y lawfully 
rcct"1vc rhc1~1 only from carhohc mm,stt'rs, except as provided 1n ff 2, J 
and ◄ of 1h1s anon and in can. 861 12. 

12 Whenever n~cessny requires or a genuine spiritual advantage com• 
mends It, and provided the dangt'r of error or ind1Heren1ism is avoided 
Christ', fajthful for whom it is physically or morally impossible 1~ 
approach a catholic minister, may lawfully receive tht' sacraments of 

penance, the Eucharist and anointing of rhc sick from non-catholic mirus• 
ters in whose Churches these ucr.imcnis arc valid. 

§3 Catholic ministers may lawfully admirusrcr the sacraments of 
penance, the Euch.irist and anointing of the sick 10 members of rhc eastern 
Churches nor in lull communion with thr' catholic Church, if they spon• 
taneousl)' .isle fc •r rhrm and arc propt'rl)' C: post"d. The: s:imt' appht's •o 
mt'mbcrs o( other Churches "h,ch tM Apo.,tohc xc judges ro be in \he 
same position as rhc aforesaid eastern Churches so far as the sacramcnu 
arc concerned. 

I◄ If rhere is a danger of death or 11, in the judgement of tht" diocesan 
Bishop or of rhe Episcopal Confercncr, there is some other g,ave and 
pressing need, catholic ministers may l1wfully administer the5e same 
sacraments to othrr chris1i2ns not in full communion with rhe catholic 
Church, who c2nnot 2pproach 2 minister of their own community and 
who spontaneously ask for them, provided that they demonstrate rhe 
catholic faith in respect of these ucr.amcnts and arc properly disposed . 

15 In respect of the cases dt"alr with in 1§2, J and ◄, the diocesan 
Bishop or rht' Episcopal Confcrt'ncc is nor to issue general nomu except 
aftt"r consultation wuh rhc compcrcnr authority, at least at the local lcvd, 
of tht" non-catholic Church or community concerned . 
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