D e

"The bond of our common baptism into Christ led our predecessors to inaugu-
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THE COMMON DECLARATION

by Pope John Paul IT and the Archbishop of Canterbury
May 29, 1982

In the Cathedral Church of Christ at Canterbury the Pope and the Archbishop
at Canterbury have met on the Eve of Pentecost to offer thanks to God for
the progress which has been made in the work of reconciliation between our
Communions. Together with leaders of other Christian Churches and Communi-
ties we have listened to the Word of God; together we have recalled our one
Baptism and renewed the promises then made; together we have acknowledged
the witness given by those whose faith has led them to surrender the pre-
clous gift of 1ife itself in the service of others, both in the past and in

modern times.

rate a serious dialogue between our Churches, a dialogue founded on the Gos
Pels and the ancient common traditions, a dialogue which has as its goal
the unity for which Christ prayed to His Father '"so that the world may

know that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved them even as Thou hast loved
me" (John 17:23). 1In 1966 our precedessors Pope Paul VI and Archbishop
Michael Ramsey made a Common Declaration announcing their intention to in-
augurate a scrious dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Angli
can Communion, which would "include not only theological matters such as
Scripture, Tradition and Liturgy but also matters of practical difficulty
felt on either side" (Common Declaration, paragraph 6). After the dialogue
had already produced three statements on Eucharist, Ministry and Ordination
and Authority in the Church, Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Donald Coggan in
their Common Declaration in 1977 took the occasion to encourage the comple-
tion of the dialogue on these three important questions so that the Commis-
sion's conclusions might be evaluated by the respective authorities through
procedures appropriate to each communion. The Anglican-Roman Catholic In-
ternational Commission has now completed the task assigned to it with the
publication of its Final Report and, as our two communions proceed with the
necessary evaluation, we join in thanking the members of the Commission for
their dedication, scholarship and integrity in a long and demanding task
undertaken for love of Christ and the unity of His Church.

The conclusion of this Commission's work bids us to look to the next stage
of our common pilgrimage in faith and hope towards the unity for which we
long. We are agreed that it is now time to set up a new International Com-
mission. Tts task will be to continue the work already begun: to examine,
especially in the light of our respective judgments on the Final Report, the
outstanding doctrinal differences which still separate us, with a view to-
wards their eventual resolution; to study all that hinders the mutual recog-
nition of the ministries of our Communions; and to recommend what practical
steps will be necessary when, on the basis of our unity in faith, we are
able to proceed to the restoration of full communion. We are well aware
that this new Commission's task will not be easy, but we are encouraged by
our reliance on the grace of God and by all that we have seen of the power
of that grace in the ecumenical movement of our time.

Whilé this necessary work of theological clarification continues it must be

accompanied by the zealous work and fervent prayer of Roman Catholics and
Anglicans throughout the world as they seek to grow in mutual understanding,
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Ve TEPatemal love and 'com:(non witness to the Gospel. Once more, then, we call
on the bishops, clergy and faithful people of both our communions in every
country, diocese and parish in which our faithful live side by nide. We
ask them all to pray for this work and to adopt every.possible mecans of
furthering it through their collaboration in deepening thelr alleglance to
Christ and in witnesoing to lim before the world. Only by such collabora-
tign and prayet ‘dan the mogpry’ of paidt gruhieies be healed and our histori-
cal “intagonioms overcome,
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e .  2ka bt Eredly -
¢ Z®u¢ ‘aim“1s not limitfed to the union of our two communions alone, to the ex-—
, slusdon.af other Chriwviang, bGE cather extendw to the fulfillment of Cod's
*0f11 for the visible unity of all His people. Both in our present dialogue
fq‘r_.:1rl‘<1|.§n:t.!:osc engpged “Lggby, dth.q_]"ChrlpLiana amony, themselves and with us,

T '@e¢ recognize In the agreements we are able to reach, as well as In the dif-
ficulties which we” encognter, - rpnewdd challenge to abandon ourselves com-
pletely to the ttuth of the Gospel. Hence we are happy to make thle declar-

a:hlrpetod{xy in ithg welcome pgesénce df so many fellow Chrlstland- whose

urches and Communitics are already partners with us in prayer and work
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6. Witk them we wish tdWervdiahe rouhe of- feace, ofwhuman freddom and human
dighlty, so that God may Indeced be glorified In all his creatures. With
. Nrew we greer'in the Dame ©f5GedRull men of good.will, both tHose who be-
““*“11eve in~him and those who are still searching for him.
NPRRENSE TR i S T 1 N PR ¥ ST T
P ""I'h{Ff"holy plhce reminds us of the vision of Pgpe Cregory in sending St.
Augustine.as an dpgytle b BAglagnd { ATl of-zeal Tor the preaching of the O
Conpel and the shepherding of the flock. On this Eve of Pentecost, we
turn_agaln in prpayer to.Jesus the Gopd Shepherd awho prpotsed to ask the
Fathhe: to-giva ud: another-AdeXte to be with us forever, the Spirit of
teuth (¢f. John J4:16), to lead us_to, the Lall unity to which lla calls us.
w2Cast tent' 1o the powsr of thiew ‘dame Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves anew
to the task of working,!'ur’.uni.&x.‘}el't_h Lirm_.!'_all_h, rgmewed hope and ~ever
w- . “deeper love. Foe i S8
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