














a calling and then a saving. As Dibelius and Conzelmann suggest, this 1is
because
the evemt of salvation and its mediacion in the
proclamarion fomm thfventirec? of the salvation
sccurrence for us'.:)
(v) Titus 3:5-7 ‘““Whes the goodmess and loving kindness of God our Saviour
appearsd, he saved (a7uzev ~- aorist) us, oot because of dee?s
done by us iz righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the wa?hxng ,
of regeneraticn and renmewal in the Holy Spirit... so that ve might be justified
(% _mw ~=,.rL3 = acrist participle) by his grace and become heirs in hop? of
eternal life”. The passage addresses itself to the state of the reader vis-

a-vis salvation before and after becoming a Christian. This is a schema of
'then', when salvation was nidden and a 'now' when salvatiom is revealed.

1o the'then' human beings were in the grip of foolishness, disobedience,
error, desires and lusts, envy, malice, hate. The 'now' is the time of sal-
vation after comversiom to Christ. The divide between the two phases of life
is seen .n terms of either the mission or the history of salvation. In chis
context the divide is the history of salvation and therefore, stress is laid

on the appearance of Chrisct.

Salvatiom in this context is a present reality
but only la terms of the sacrament of baptism and the conmsequences of salvacion

L.a. becoming neirs of salvation and new life. Rebirth is lasting power of
s new Life and the fupdamental event and experience of all Christiams. 3But
whatever else zay De said of salvation, sacramenc, regeneration and renewal,

salvation in its fullpness remains a hope.

vl Ephesians 2:5

"It is by his grace that you are saved (eTi r.:‘?‘-:'-“k"—"‘*
one of the Cwo cases wnere perfect participle is used, the other being Eph. 2:8).

The passage Ls a parenthesis reminding them that salvation is the outcome of

God's gracious love.
we are saved in nope, hare we are saved by grace.

Ephesians 1:8 1s a further elaboration of this verse:
been saved (.7t

\

13 the gift of God".

to salvation: salvaticon is by grace through faith. Therefore,

It 1s interesting to recall that whereas in Rom. 8:24

"by his grace you have
%2 7piv-3 through faith and chat is not your own doing, it

This 1s che fullest stactement of the teaching with regard
it is an over-

stacemenl Oor more accurately, lnaccurate to preach salvation sola fidei.

There .5 grace;
assant to
comEsl Cment ¢
of Chrisc. race must be raken with narure and human freedom;
goes with chariry.

~
-

and faich {3 a means of appropriation and that faith is not
intellectual propositions but an attitude of life marked by total
Christ and living Lo eschatological ciptoe for the revelation

faith also

This all-too-brief survey of some key passages leaves the impression that God's

purposes have not been coO

nsummated and, therefore, salvacion is not fairt

accompli. True, the climacticevent in that history of salvation has taken
place in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. True many are
appropriacing that salvific event by faith and sacramental life. But even

these have not experienced tne fullmess of it because they await
cion of their bodies at the resurrection.

the redemp-

In any case, the gospel needs to
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