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Justifieation

17 Towimview olour common situation that the doctrine
ol Jusnlication takes on a fresh relevance. Today, as at all
tmes, there are people who are burdened by their
awareness ol personal guilt or their sense ol estiangement
rom Gaod. ‘Thewr woubled conscience leads them o ask
whethier there s a mercilul God. But in addition there are
now many people in our societies who suller in a dillerent
wav under a burden of [ear, [rustration and ahenation.
ey have lost any sense ol imeaning in life. They have no

conlidence in the luture. 'The reasons lor this sense of

despair are well known: the threat ol nuclear destruction,
ceonomic instability, disappointment with the heliel that
techmology and saence are able to master owr human
destim, o loss of personal certainty and identivy, and
a relusal to continue o serve the idols ol progress,
RTRIIRY nICH, success and status.

When applied o this human condition, the Gospel ol

God's ree and gracious imtative and acceptance is a
pover which liberates human beings lrom then burdens
anel ~ete them hiee o be God's co-workers in serving and

[TESCEY L ol world - his creation.

12 The doctrine of Jusulication is a lundamental part ol
o Anglican and  Lutheran heritage, rooted in the
Relormation rediscovery ol important aspects ol the
Inbhcal witness. Throughout the centuries ths doctrine
and is role have been interpreted ina variety ol ways both
witlhn o Churches and between them. Today we share a
common understanding of is lundamental thoustand also
note with erattude an increasing agreement with Roman

Cathelic theologians in the understanding of ths docaine,
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19 Anglicans and Lutherans believe that by baptisin the
haptized person is received into a viacions relationship
with the Triune God, and thereby inconporated mito the
community of God's adopted sons e daughters, s
Church. This new relationship is contmually sustained and
renewed by God's forgiveness ol sins onwecount ol Christ’s
death and resurrection for us and i reconed i laith, the
gilt ol the Holy Spirit.

20 We therelore share a common nndestanding ol God's
justilying grace, i.e. that we are accounted nghiteous and
are made righteous belore God only by grace throngh
[aith because of the merits of our Lond amd Savion Jesus
Christ, and not on account of our works or meris ol
LED 1980, pp. 22-3). Both our tnadinons athrm thau
justification leads and must lead 1o cood works™s anthentic
faith issues in love. We understand sanctbeation in
relation to justilication not only as an expression ol the
continuity ol justification, the daily foreneness of sms andd
acceptance by God, but also as growth e Loth and
love both as individuals and as membors ol the Chistian
community.

21 luis the individual person who s called o believe that
lic or sheisaccepted by God. There can be nosubsttate lor
this direct, personal relationship between a human being
and God. Yet both our communions also agree that
justification ol the individual believer cannot be isolated
from the corporate life of the community ol Laith. "This
double dimension—individual and corporate —is already
rooted in baptisme Itis in the Churchthat God's justilying
grace is proclaimed and received through e prochioma-
ton ol the Word and the celebration ol the Saciaments,
and that the hoaits of justihication are manilested inacis ol
love and service. The Churchois, imndeed, the community of
justilied sinners, empowered by the Holy Spint to lead o

life of service to all human beings and

of praisc to God, the Father, the Son
and the lloly Spirit.
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