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11 
Common Witness And Salvation Today 

6. One of the common concerns of Roman Catholics and Methodists, which 
emerged in OW' lint series of conversation■ and wu registered in the Den­
ver Report. was for a just analysis of the contemporary situation from the 
point of view of those who wish to Jive the gospel of Jesus Christ and an­
nounce it to others. What obstacles and what opportunities arc offered 
them in today'■ world? 

7. The second pan of section II of the Report wu able to set out eight 
"Areas of Agttement Which May Serve as Aids to Joint Efforts to Encoun• 
ter the Contemporary World." These are well worth considering again.2 

The emphasis here, it will be noted, was on agreement not for iu own salc.e 
but looking toward joint action, and the second series of tallc.s was launched 
with a "Call to Joint Action" addrcs.,ed to our respective churches. 

8. Since the Denver Report was written, parallel concern has been mani-
fested widely over the religious field and several other important discus­
sions of it helped to induce us to give it the central place in our second 
seriCJ of convenations. The Denver Conference itself, at which our report 
was received, issued a call to Methodist churches to join in intensified 
mission to the world, and passed appropriate concrete resolutions, one of 
which was that "every effort ,hall be made to work in concert and in co­
operation with other communions and churches."1 

9. The renewed Roman Catholic/World Methodist Commission first met 
(Decrmber 1972) a few week.s before the World Council of Churches' 
Bangkok Conference on Salvation Today, and since some of its members 
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could I ._vrwud to being in Bangkok, the Commls•'., - ~'ded to ap­
propri.. t 11.1 own direct study the theme "Common 1 ~ and Saln­
tion Today". Hence papen and reports were prepared for our second 
meeting which were largely developed out of reflections on Bangkok, and 
discussion of them represented the fint stage of our work on the theme. 4 

At this same time it was known that the Synod of Buhops of the Cath• 
olic Church, meeting in Rome in October 1974, would be choosing the 
theme of Evangelisation. In fact, our Commission met for the third time 
in Venice just after the Synod had begun its aessioru. Hence the position 
papen for the meeting, which had been commissioned at Reuti,• were sup­
plemented by a critique of the Synod's programme as set out in iu prelim­
inary document. Therefore, in drawing up the present joint atatement we 
have been able to reflect not only on our own papers and discussions but 
also on the proceedings of the Synod as so far known, and on the work of the 
World Methodist Council at its Mexico and Jerusalem consultations.. These 
have been re£crred to directly where it seemed appropriate. 

We begin by stating briefly five general themes which appear to run 
through the documents and reports we have examined and which command 
our joint acceptance: 

(a) The church's calling to witness in word and life to God'a saving work 
in Christ is fundamental to her being; 

(b) This witness can be fully effective only when the churches witnea 
together, not out of expediency or for practical convenience but for the 
sake of the truth being proclaimed and lived; 

(c) Salvation hu individual and aocial dimensions that mwt not be 
separated, involving as it does relationship to God and to fellow-man, 
and transformation in Christ of both the person and the society which 
he helps to make up and which shapes him in tum; 

(d) God's saving work in Christ is not restricted to Ouistians but ex­
tends also to non-Christian communities and the whole created order: 

(e) Witness today calls for a re-interpretation of salvation that goes be­
yond translation into contemporary language and takes account of the 
many ways in which people now hope and 1ttlc. for salvation. 

(I) The chW'ch is still commissioned to preach the gospel to all men, in 
the hope that all may come to know God revealed in ChrisL 

12. Common usage of the word "salvation" implies that the existence of 
so~ebody or something is threatened, that there is a menace or danger from 
which somebody or something is being saved. In theological terms this 
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mer • long summed up In the ph.ruc .. lM wr.., • orne.·· but in 
ffll lUl .,1i ,1ian lhougbt lhia Nnevtive' ' WU iruq>a. ..1m a positive 
v111on o( what C,od·a u1vi(k will , manif'5t in the reality ot CJui.st' s sning 
~k. meant for man, nam,ly a tram(Offllallon in the living Christ, ~n 
alrudy In bapc l1n1 and \.lndl ing a hope' of i:tcmal tnnsformation for tho.te 
who held to Chri,L 

U. Jr "nlvatlon fnlffl" in iu more 1tar\ly udutologial form ha., b dtd In 
contemporary a>nrdownai, the condiuon, of con11:mpon.ry life In which 
evf'ry flOf'l of inJICCUrity loom, hnc 1h nat it forwu d apin in other fonns, 
JIIU u a.cutely felt . Today we an dmln~bh cona:rn for ulntioo: 

(•) On the ck'mrnul levd , whr:re Cully one thiTd o{ human beings live, 
»lv11Jon rot'»ni d( ltvcnna lrom the d~y-to-<by thrnt of £.allure o[ the 
mufti of 1UJ"'lival ; 

(b) On 1. hlghtt lc¥t'l. nfntion mnns dcli"fftnce lrom the wtttchednm 
of in.cit• 11111bt.li1~no: 1t1d ctntry Into a fulln human ltfe- wo rk. for 1he uo­
c-mployctl, ll"3mlng fQt 1hc ilB~ntc. diphy and powa for the detpbcd and 
llttwn1rod'1,-n 

(c) On 1ttr ht,t,01 lewl, p Jv,don mu ns dtlii,mna from thO!le an.xi­
r tln, th.u diw:omrn1 , nd cvttn do pafr to whtith matnial a nnJ.on offers no 
,n■~, lndn.-d ~ lho uld h:a"( 10 go !ur 1hcf' u 1d 1ay tha t m~n lttl1U 10 
rn•llr tJt• I nbwnion wi th or rompl&et'f.K')' about the " primar( (onru 
o l ~, h1t1on h M"H-0rln1in1 , nd l i\ d y tO throten lh•t very ,odal and 
poll1tu l t.l'f' ... lcr In whkh p11rnary ~..t. ar< mn ~hn s glory is a "i.lh int 
t.lf~ os,trn, .. whl, I\ ttlu-,m·, 1hcw fifflh b ,. a s.eru c of the tnrucendcn 1. The 
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16. Gitto a longing for aalntion which i, u wide u hurunJr7. and the 
concern of all churches to wilnes, to iu true meaning, what in part.icular 
an Roman Catholics and Me tho<lisu say md do? 

17. More than once since 1966, when the,e co.nvenat.ioru ~n. we bu~ 
been called to recognise our ahattd haila~; not jun to put an ecumenical 
\l'Clleer on the othenrue unaltered (urniture of our 1epandon but to diJ. 
covu the underlying real iric:s on which our churchc-1 a.re (ouockd and to 
which the common fcatuttJ of our bmt11ge point. Now we mu.« go funba 
and ~ that, a.rising out o f tb,ll ahared heritage, thn-e a.re thing, that we 
are impc:lkd to msut on and to do that will contribute to tJ,e curn:nt de­
bate on Common W 1tnes, and Salntlon, but more, that will Involve ut 

., together In the common W1tnet1 luelf: 

111. (i) The affirmation of the r tol1ty of Jin wh.lch Roman Catholla and 
Methodisu hne tnduionaJly m.1~ has ne-vn 1ttme<l more ti:lcvant than 
today. The weight o( un nce<b to be rcen in all lu gravity, agalrut dchcr 
naive Pelasiani1m or Promethean humanism. bu1 aho without ovenettuing 
lbc trivial. The total picture or humffl injwtict, venality, aelU,hneu, noc 
lea.u ,vhcre the cburchft have acemed to condone It, need.a to be tttn and 
droouot%d in lhe prophe tic apuit of the rreu pttachera of blatory. 

19. (11) But in the wne spirit o( sobtt rtall,m the reality and glory ol the 
K'ace of Cod, tqu~lly renin l in our 1nditlom, needa to be proclaimed. u 
11mwmn11 In tru1h m all ott<h of man There will be llballt lon only u 
God'a gnce u arufomu the will of thoae who nerdtc powCT. There will 
be love only u God's grace CYoke, tn us reaponte to h iJ Init iative of love 
10 ChruL With all o u.T terholcll rnourceii tht're -will be food e ooug.h lc,r 

all onJT u God's rn,<e lu.c:b ui to rnpomible parenthood 1.nd fuiaJly 
changa our wilb ,o that .,,,,. arc more ready 10 produce an d to abarr In 
1he wonb of the 19'M ! yood of C~•hohc Blahopt, union with Chrttt 1, the 
only 1hin11 wh1LJ1 n1w, ibe ind ,vi(Ju.,J " loll In the octan of hu tory •nd ihe 
1nca lcubble m uh Hu<le of hum.an11y" 10 lhr challe nge o f todAy, 

!O, (111) J0<t0l concn,, h.u ~~n chuactalttic of 1ftc R()WUn Catholic and 
Method11\ U"admoru. TOl'b y. when care for Mlv.ltlon o h ~n m.iin,h:n a h.td J 
Oft only one of the lneb men1toned ear l1eT, we need to wl.tnoa th.at our 
aod..J conctm ia a fr1.11t of f.t.Hh, a.nJ lh.lt we ten whether u ln tK>n i t an-y 
Ind u the work ol the H o ly Spm t bl rcl.iung tt to lhc teu hans o( Jcrut 
Chnst, c.od'a a.&'#tng work made nun1fc,t. 5uc.h a test mwt be a monl &(1t 

of the me:iru vnployttl co l<hte¥C Lhc dttfftd encl. e.~ ln w 1orch ftt 
lib~ntlOll. ~hen \lOJlltl power Is o,rcrwhclmin• and dcd io nrn 
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/ • • • (iv) A strong missionary impu!Jt is common to ,d recently our 
churches have publicly recognised both that it must continue and that it 

must develop new forms o( expression. The gospel may well by now have 
been preached to every corner o( the earth, but there have never been so 
many people living who have never heard o( the saving grace of God in 
Christ. All over the world people arc growing up in communities that have 
not heard, or who have heard and no longer listen, or who follow other 
voices that speak o( salvation. 

22. (v) Our traditional shared concern for Jancli/ication ha.s been a source 
o( strength, but we have sometimes (especially where we have been an cx­
Lra~tablishmcnt minority) shared aho a tendency, contrary to our true 
traditions, to understand regeneration largely as the new birth o( the in­
dividwil.7 Thw sanctification has been thought o( as limited to the work o[ 
the Holy Spirit in the individual life. While maintaining the (undamcntaJ 
importance o( personal spirituality, we need to explore the [ullcst implica­
tions of the biblical view o[ salvation as new creation, so that sancti£ica­
tion will be seen to include the fuHilment o[ God's purpose for the whole 
created order and we shall hear the call to witness together to tJ1e respon­
sibility o[ mankind £or the earth which is God's good creation. 

25. Looking outward in this way we must be sensitive to the riches in other 
living faitru. Even unbclic( challenges us to purify our faith. Especially we 
mwt be sensitive to the possibilities o[ prtparatio evangdica in tJ1e search­
ings and aspirations o[ our contemporaries, while recognising the essential 
ambiguity of many social, cultural and ideological movements. A rtal sen­
sitivity to the gospel and to the world will enable us to be true to our aim 
as Christians: to help people towardJ a living faith in Christ within their 
own society and culture, and not to olfer a way of think.ing and living as 
Christians belonging only to our own society. It is wtntial that abov" all, 
our own way of lift mwt reflect faithfully the gospel which we preach. 
Where it docs not, our credibility as Christians is seriowly cl1allenged. 

24. (vi) U we a.re to be taken seriously, we must ourselves take seriously the 
call to unity. Our present series of conversations began with a Call to Joint 
Action - "What can Roman Catholics and Methodists do together?" The 
discernment o[ common traditions and concerns by a few docs not of itscH 
produce joint action on any significant scale. Our people must share the 
discernment as part of their own Christian commitment which they 
mu5t sec as pointing to unity not division. Catholics might well renect 
that Met11odism has had from the beginning structural possibilities £or 
he.ilthy .ind expanding lay participation in evangelism. and be prepared to 
learn much from this tradition. Methodists, on the other hand, might well 
foci that concern for lay involvement ha.s most recently been more manifest 

among • tio, and this could well be a matter fo. • .~tion an~ 
further cooperation between w. 

25. The tcsu of the scriousncu of our joint concern about salvation and 
evangelisation must be of the practical order pointed to in section VJU of 
the Denver Report• and in the Call to Action of ~umber 1972. These 
pointed to the need for "serious planning of the education of our churchea" 
and the connected "vital question of communication". Siner the Denver u­
scmbly we an point gratefully to growth in colJaboration at nat1Qna1, 
regional and local lcveu, some of which has produced valuable contribu­
tions to the present report: there is room for wider and more gcncrow re­
sponse. We cannot repeat 100 often the last wor-ru of the " Call to Actjon' ' 
we made at our meeting in 1972: "'Ve do not want merely to accumqlate 
paper for our mes, but we want to atimulate one another to common 
action, so that the world which iJ starving for lack of good news may not 
through our unnecessary divisions be prevented from receiving the food of 
the Gospel''. 
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