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' ARC IC-II 11 ( 3) 

The Ecclesiology of Reconcili~tion 

2) STEPS TOWA.lDS FULL co:murHOH GROUT) D 

1. rhe Decree on r:cumcniom of Vo.tic311 II (21st rfov. 1964 ) affirmed 

that believing and baptized Chris~ions, ev n though in comr:nmions 

that have become separated frorn the Catholic Church, are "in some 

communion with tho Catholic Church, even if not perfect communion", 

mid arc ackno\•Jledged an "brothers in the Lord 11 
( Frat res in Donino). 

• 2. vl'e are not entirely clc::ir ,·,hat i.,pcrfcct or partial Communion 

• 

• 

is, but vd. th Vatic2.11 II offim that \"1e are both in it, cmd believe the 

recogni ti.on of this is o. crucial stop t') the full coill!nW1ion ·,"C seek. 

Perhaps tho tenn mea'1.s that in all cubst311tial matter□ in word 

and 3acrrunent .. ,e !mo•" ours(?lves to share a com.r.10n fm. th but not 

eucharistic Coi:n:r,.union, the fullness of v•hicn myGtery is in the 

Judgement of Vatican II lecking "bocau::;e of :i 'defect' in the 

oacrcmcnt of order . In any event, r·c believe it certain that our 

tv·o Churches are in o. c;rco.tcr decree of communion thon present practice 

dem0nstrat~. 

3. Tho IIal la ncport (January 1960 1 but publishcu oubstantially 

later, the text bcinG ropri.ntctl with the AnCIC Final Report), records 

our common faith in God our Father, in our Lord Jcsuo Christ, ond in 

the Holy Spirit; our common baptiom in tho one Church of God; our 

oho.ring uf the holy Scripture□, of tho ApJotlcs' and Nie enc Creeds, 

the Chclcctlonicn definition; emu the tca.ching of the rathcrs: our 

col!1I!lon Chrio tinn inheri toncc for many conturic::; with i to livin.:; 

tradi ti.on of li turr,y, tht'oloey, npiri tuali ty, Church order, E'ntl 

□isoion. It further rccormncndcrl a comnon dcclnro.tion that the Church 

in founded upon the revolution of God tho Futhcr, ma.etc known to uo 

in tho pcroon and v1ork of Jcous Chriot, "'110 io present throuL,h the 

Holy 3piri t in the Gcriptur .. c and hir, Church 'll1<1 ia the only tlcdiator 

bct, .. ccn God and II0n. It noted that" noi thcr Com.11W1ion shouJ.d be tied to 
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