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The Archbishop 0f(Jntcrbury 's 
Assistant for Ecumenical Affairs 

L1 m beth P .ii ;:11.:c 
London SEl 7JU 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF ARCIC-II 

Canon 
Toe Rcvd / Chnstophcr Hill 
Telephone: 01 -928-4880 

March 1985 

The ARCIC sub-commission met, as planned, at Pleshey, 
March 4 - 8. to work on the Durham drafts (ARCIC-II 30/1 (84)) 
in the light of comments received and with a view to preparing 
a solid paper for the meeting of the full Commission next 
August. The sub-commission members were the Co-Chairmen and 
Co-Secretaries. with Professor Chadwick, Mr. Charley. Professor 
Wright. Fr. Akpunonu. Sr. Boulding. Fr. Tillard and Fr . 
Yarnold. 

Good progress was made on much of the document, but there 
was insufficient time for a revision of the whole. The 
introductory paragraphs (setting out the problematic) , the 
section on the link between the Church and justification. the 
Scriptural treatment of justification. and some of the 
relevant theological questions have been re-worked; but th e 
sub-commission realised that the later paragraphs (23-25 ) 
on assurance, merit and perseverance a re in need of 
considerable clarification . not least the overlap between n.23 
and n.25. 

Members will remember that there was some debate in 
Durham about the order of the material; should Church be 
treated before or after Justification? At Pleshey it ·was 
at first thought that since the Church in fact both precedes 
and follows Justification, the draft might reflect this 
by introducing the theme of the Church before the treatment 
of Justification and then concluding with more developed 
treatment of the Church. But there was then a discussion of 
"Catholic practices'' (purgatory, pardons etc.) and it became 
clear that if material on this were to follow that on 
Justification,it would be better if all the material on the 
Church came in the earlier part of t~paper. The Co­
Secretaries were therefore asked to re-insert the remaining 
material on the Church; these paragraphs had not been discussed . 
in detail at Pleshey - we have therefore inserted the relevant 
paragraphs of the Durham text as an indication of the logical 
thrust of the whole document and not as completed drafts 
(they are inset in the text to make this distinction clearer) . 

It was also felt that the concluding paragraphs at the 
end of the Introduction (6) and II (11-12) of the Durham 
material involved some repetition, and also needed the 
addition of a passage on the equal standing of all the justified 
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~•f-:.re :,~ _ i :--. .. s .s , U'! ~;. :. ~~ :. r. c .:: ~:1 : c :J ;i or3ry rclc •nn~c .:> :' 
t h: a • t ~OJ f or a ~1Y!de ~ w~~ ld . Fo~ thi s reason the unrev i sed 
t• t t ljf t b e pre Y1~.; s coo:l •J~ l ng par agraphs is added at the 
•n~ of t he ~~clo•e~ tex t . 

Va r l ?~a a e a ~er! ~a•e t ~ererore been a sked to prepa re, 
:~ ~?~1 Ll «~ ' ~ r • ► e -?:=: 33!~n ~~c: 1~ ~ . l rc v l 5e j jr3f t t e x t 
'/ , L~ u :t.~r ~. as ::.. g~, an~ .: :c .iar-!. ~c..::. : r . 'C.1 r no l d , C.:i no n 
Hl ,. -~~ a ~~a~1t 4c :onc: ~j !r.g 3ect1~n ( 3omc ccmbcrs ~ 
pr• acn l a t the .sw b-coaa 1s :s 1on 22eet1ng ha ve t>een a3ked to do 
t h,a ). "r . Ch• r ey a n d Si s t er Bou l ding are to corre3pond 
a bovt • ca t~ol1c pra c t ices~ , stat ing both the difficulties and 
th« Ca t nol1c poa 1t 1on ~:, br i e(l y and sharply as possibl~ 
l l 1a hoped tha t t h i s will l e a d to suggestions ror brier 
a dOlt1 on a at var l ou s stages or the text which will show that 
l hc Comm1 a s 1on ha s n ot ignored t hese issues, while avoiding 
d 1s c u1 s 1ng the • ~1 n doc t r i n a l t hr ust o f the whole text by an • 
ove r - long t r e a t~ent o f t hem at t his stage. 

I t wou l d be a g r eat he l p t o t he Co- Secretaries (and to 
t h e whol e Comm1 5~1on ! ) if t h i s work, and other work previously 
• sk ed o f i nd i v idua l ■e■bers, c ou ld be s en t to Lambeth or 
Rome by mid- June. An y c omments membe r s ma y wish to send on 
t h e Pleshey draft s wou l d a lso be wel come by that date . 

Th e Co- Cha i rman a nd Co-Se c retari e s had long d i scussions 
a oout tne meet ing at Gray moo r , August 27 - S ep tembe r 5 , a nd 
. e r e grea t ly he lpe d by t he presence o f Professor Wr ight, to 
~hom ~ 1 t h Bi s hop Le s sard ARC IC i s much i nde bted . The 
Comm iss i on c a n res t assur e d t hat i ts work-programme will be 
t he firs t considerati on in a ll pl a nning of the meeting, and 
t ha t a ny hospi tal ity , me e t i ng wit h ARCs etc , wi l l be so 
a r r a nged as no t t o in t er r u pt the work. Once further 
ar rang e men t s ha ve been mad e wi t h ou r hos t s in the United States 
a f urt her c i rcul a r wil l be sen t to members of the Commission. 
I n t h e a ean t i &e t he r e a r e three po i nts members will like to • 
k:n ow: 

( a ) The r e i s a s trong chanc e or some hospitality i n New 
York i tse l f be i ng offered to t hose members who so 
des i re in t he d ays jus t be for e and just arter the 
ir.eet ing . 

( ~ ) : t i s l i ~e ly t here ~a y b e req ues t s for so~e ~embers 
t o • s r.o. t b e f l a g • by g i v i ng talk s in the area j ust 
be!ore o ~ a f te r t he o eeting. I t wou l d be helpful 
f o r t h e Secr e t a r ie s to kn ow of a ny oembers wi lli ng 
t o a ccept s u ~h invita tions. 

( D) Grayaoor 1s s o~e di stance froo Hew York ; we have 
offers o f a ss i s tance wi t h tran spor tation fr o~ a i rport 
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to Graymoor. Once arrangements have been finalized, 
we shall be able to let you know whom to inform of 
your estimated time of arrival (co~ies of such 
letters to one or other of the Co- ecretaries would 
be a help ) . 

We enclose the following (for members who have not already received 
copies ) : 

AR CIC- II 35 ( 85) "Notes on ARCIC- II Drafts on 'Church and 
Salvation'" by Bishop Donald Cameron 
(These are comments on the Durham text 
ARCIC-II 30/1 (84) and reached England 
in time to be considered by members of the 
Pleshey Sub-Commission) 

"Towards a Church of England Response to 
BEM and ARCIC" (CIO Publishing, 1985) 

Information about the newly-established 
"Friends of the Anglican Centre" 

Also attached is an announcement relating to "A Bibliography of 
Interchurch and Interconfessional Theological Dialogues", edited 
by J.F. Puglisi and S.J.Voicu . Members may also like to know 
that "Growth in Agreement : Reports and Agreed Statements of 
Ecumenical Conversations on a World Leve~\ edited by Harding Meyer 
and Lukas Vischer (Paulist Press/WCC, 1984 - UK £9-95) contains 
nearly all the bilateral texts up to 1982 and also BEM . 
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