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ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC PERMANTNT JOINT COMMISSION

First Meeting - Windsor, 9th - 15th Jahuary 1970

ANGLICAN/ROMAYN CARIOLIC RELATIONS SINCE JANUARY 1968

1. Since the issue of the Malta Report there has bzen no outstanding
change in /nglican/Ronan Catholic relations, but there has been a
steadg growthzln.frlcndllness, mutual understandlng and readiness,

to co-operate where possible.

2. From ﬁény Anglican Provinces it is_reported that difficﬁltyTéver‘
the carionical ;equl*ementﬂ for mixed marriages is not only an 1rrltant
butis pastorallg exmful to the laity of both communions. Progress
in the solution of this problem, which is concerned with Canon law,

but hardly at all with theology would seem, in the opinion of widespread

reporters to be of urgent necessity.

3.‘ Theologlcal dlscuss1on in Brltaln and in the U.S.4., Canada and
Australla has reached a hlgn levcl and concern about Baptismal and
Bucharistic doctrine is general. Both seem to bring large measures

of agreement, except that the former tend to be considered in isolation
from the Gift of the Holy Spirit, Confirmation and First Communion,
although Anglicans generally are glad that the new Roman Catholic
Baptism service for Infants seems to imply that Confirmation should

.

precede First Communion.

AN

4. The.action of the Roman Catholic Episcopate in the South-East

Pacific in allowing acts of economy where anglicans are unable to
communicate in their own churches has been warmly welcomed, but there -
is some confusion on both sides about the possibility of inter~communion

especially in view of the statements in 'De Ecumenismo! that the Holy

¢ Eucharist is a means to as well as an expression of unity. There is

sporadic inter-communion by individusls on both sides and a weakening
of discipline in this matter.
We have received the following reports from a-selection of Anglican
Provinces ‘and Dioceses:
9 Australia: ] :
Contacts are .meny and varlous, ‘e.ge in the sharing and bulldlng

together of churches, interchan*e of pulplts at Bpiscopal level and:

-combined Bible.Study. In Perth Anglicans lent money to the Dominicans

to build a Retreat licuse and the Roman Catholics print the Anglican
nonthly newspaper. There is a joint working party of the Australizsn
Council of Churches and Roman Catholies. in South fustralia.  Much study
of Bucharistic and Baptismel doctrine has taken place, and there have.

been agreed statements on both. Other conferences have embraced mixed

contde/eeee



LidelleLe /L edsbec
continued.
2. v

marriages, world poverty, Vatican II, Uppsala and Lambeth 1968, World
unity, Justice and Develdpment,'and Sodé@éx. In Western Australia
there Mas been co-operation on a syllabus for Christian Education in
State High Sohdélé.‘ o oo :

6. Canada:

There are reports of wideépread aétivity and co-operation with
joint discussion at all levels. 'There have been joint consecrations
of shared churches by Roman Catholic and Anglicon bishops. The
Canadian Catholic Conference and. the Canadian Council of Churches work
in harmony. From the detailed feport received it is obvious that
ﬁore hés been done in Canada-fhan énywhere else in relations betweeq

the two Comrmnions.

" T Central Africa:

There have been oecumenical conversations and a joint meeting
with President Kaunda. inglicans have given Roman Catholics Holy |
Communion when they have been isolated from their own churches. Thére
has been joint prayer for peace. ' o

8. East Africa:
It is reported that conditional re-baptism has largely ceased

and that there has been co-operation in Masasi in the face of Islam.

- 9. England: ) . .

During the Week of Prayer for Unity in January 1968 the Archbishop
of Canterbury preached in Westminster Cathedral and in the.following-
year Cardinal Heenan preached in St. Paul's Cathedrzl. On both
occasions there was an enthusiastic welcome from mixed congregations..

The visit of Cardinal Suenens to York has been widely publicised-
and gave great encouragement. Theological Conferences are regularly
held in the London, Southwark, Chichester, Salisbury, and the North-West
and North-East arcas.

The Lrchbishop of Canterbury's Commission on Roman Catholic
‘Relations has been reformed under the chairmanship of the Bishop of
Barking with Prebendary Henry Cooper as its part-time Secretary.

It is organised in five centres of promotion and is enccuraging local
and diocesan contacts, as well.ss. theological, pastoral and practical
discussion - both spontaneous snd official, There are a number of

- shared churches and notable projects at Cippenham and Thames Mead .where
Roman Catholics and Anglicans are togethar buidding churches.

Mixed Marriages still pese baﬁy painful problems, and although
<" there is much good will no appreciable change in Rowm=an Catholic
conditions has come gbout. . There have been conferences of mixed

“couples at Spode House, the Dominican centre in Staffordshire, and the
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Brlilsh Council of Churcbes/ROmzn Catholic Working Group discussed’ ‘the’

“matter ot Heythrop. Nothlnb could do more at preuent to improve

10. Hogg Kong R o L
Rolations are friendly and there is a joint Council of Christian
Education. The finglican Bishop has preached in the Roman Catholic

caﬁhedral. Hers also maf;iage difficulties are a_stumbliﬁg blobk" |
boprogress. L. oo

11. India and Ceylons Gt A S . SRR SRR

" The agreed toxt of'aﬁ'deu Bibié has been a motable achlevement

~and there is co-operation over a Sihhala version in Ceylon. Most

coritacts are oecusicnical rather then Knglican/Roman Catholic but

‘there have been /inglican/Roman Catholic joint burials. In Ceylon
“~'the proposal for a Council of Churches/Romen Catholic Working Party - -

was defeated but there has been co-operation between the Naﬁional

Roman Catholic Seminary and the Joint Theological Gollége, ‘between

< tha Unlver51ty Chaplalns, and in represe tations to the Government,

notably over education. - Mixed norriages are a considernsble dlfficultyJ

v

12, Ibadan: : . . B P A
s - The Bishops heve exchangoed pulplts. S e
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‘l}._rIreland. 'f ' -
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‘There has beLn no a,preclrblu advnnce and GlVll troubles in Ulster

“have obscured otherwise good rel tlons ltnough the Church of Ireland

and Roman Catholic leaders have been working together for peace.'. ThlS

has received little notice in the press.
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15. Lagos - Wigerda - - .o g Lot ol ie g

There were interchanges during Unity Week and there has been. set

- -up a Joint Seaman's House.at Lpapa..  The Head of State, Generel -

Gowan was married. in the inglican Cathedral <nd the Apostolic Delegate_f

.and Roman Catholic Archbishop attended.  All was very friendly; . o
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There are frlcndly relutlons._ The Ioman éa%holics_senf pbservers._

_ to unlty +a1Ps and 1+ is proposed that there hgll'be a joinf Episcopal'
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,1?.' New Zealand:

The Roman Catholic Province etill ecmes under the Propaganda
but friendliness has increased. There is a joint working party of the
Nationa. Council of Churohes with the Roman Catholics, and there hae been
theological discussion on the subject of the Ministry. During'the'project
'Interview 1969' there was Jjoint visiting and Roman Catholicslhave shared

in -inter-denominational services.
8. Scotland: . Lo o e

In 1969 the first official talks on doctrine between the Roman Catholio
Church and the Episcopal Church took place in Sootland.J In December a
joint Report on Baptism approved by both Churches was publlshed. Thié‘
stated that both Chumhesrecognised the reality of each other's baptlsms, and
that a common text for a common rite of Baptism to be used separately in
each Church was to be explored by geiir Liturgical Commissions. Approval
was also_given.fof a common @ertificate of Baptism to be prepered, wﬁigh could
be uSedrwhenAeither Church required the other to provide evidence of baptism,
19, South Afrlca. - : ot S
All that is reported is. that there is a Roman Cathollc/Angllcan commission

in.Cape Town and that Bishops have exohanged pulpits. : -

20. UE da.. ’ S “’ s
The great event was the visit of His Holiness the Pope, details of which

will be familizr to everyone. The Anglican authorities in Uganda were grateful
that His Holiness had included a special visit to the Angllcan shrlne of the
Ugandan martyrs and that he had seen something of Anglican m1551onary work
durlng his brief v151t. - o '
21. United States of America:
The Fifth Consultation of the Roman Catholic and Episoopal Churches in

the U.S.i. took place in Jackson Mississippi in January 1968 to discuss what
divided the two Churches, After studying official documentation and theological
papers on the necessity and role of the ordained priesthood and the relationship
of this ministry to the common priesthood and role ef the laity in the
Church, it was agreed that_there.Was no basic difference of understanding on
these topics and that whatever minor differences of understanding did exist
they did not in themselves constitute the barrier to the two Churches
celebrating and receiving Communion together. As at previous consultations,
however, members attended one another's liturgies but did not receive
Communion at each other's altars,. since it was agreed that precipitate action
by this group would not be to the advantage of the whole Church,

The Sixth Consultation to.k place in Liverty, Missouri, in Decamber 1968
when the following subjects were discussed: the Essence of Eplsc0pacy and
Golleéielity; and the Cultural and Sociological factors in inter-church

relations,
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23.

There has been a steady increase in friendliness. There have been

several joint retreats and quiet days and occasional interchange of pulpits,
There are Roman Catholic observers in most couneils of churches and a number
of conferences have been held, There has been co-operation over educational

policy.

West Indies:

In Guyana there have been loans of churches and cldse, friendly

co-operation.

J.R.S.

Supplementa;y notes on Anglican/Romen Catholic relations since
Januzry 1966

(Numbers refer to paragraphs)

1. A reference might be made here to the enclosed analysis of the results
of the Roman Catholic guestionnaire to episcopal conferences concerning

the Practical Proposals of Gazzada. (see also below, General Conclusions.)

2e Cathoiic opinion is divided on this subject; thoughma good many share

-_ Inglican concern about the slowness of progress towards a solution, there
would nof at all be agréement that the question of the ''cautiones" is
"concerned hardly at all with theology”.'(cf. Sub-Commission's report,
section 1 "Obligations of the Parties", paragraphs 1 and 2.) Every effort
was ma&e, and the best advice taken, with a view to ensuring that the
proposals of the Anglican/Roman Catholic Sub-Commission should be brought to

the attention of those most closely concerned with new general legislation

- on mixed marriages.

Further, when the subject was again under study at a recent plenary
meeting of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, the recommendations of
the Anglican/Roman Catholic Sub-Commission were kept well before the minds
of those preparing the report, and full account was taken of them.

It is geﬁerélly regarded as certain that the new Instructio or other
document from the Vatican will follow closely the recommendations of
the Episcopal Synod of 1967 ~ which will mean at least that the Sub—

.Commission's recommundatlon under section 1 will be accepted.

3. Some proof might be called for that the level reached in Britain,

" Canada and Australia was notably high.

4, One presumes that the vexed problem of intercommunion and the

weakening of diécipline will cbme;up for discussiop at 3.0 p.m. on

. Sunday, January 11, and that those concerned will address themselves to the

theolbgicalrargﬁments whether for the existing discipline or for a change

in it.
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5. Archbishop Young of Hobart, ~ecently in Rome, gave an account of a
five-n-side meeting of bishops ‘(without consultants) who had discussed
baptism and were about to discuss Ministry.: It would be interesting to have

some account of this, perhaps from our Australian member.

6. This impression of greater serenity and progress in relations in Canada
is echoed on the Romen Catholic side, though there are some quesfions
surrounding wider ecumenical relations, particularly of course with the

United Church of Canada.

9. ‘One wonders whether enough is being done in England to give the example
that the rest of the Roman.Catholic/fingiican world expects. Perhaps it is

paradoxical that there should be this expectation when we are in fact the
chief bearers of the burden of history, and seem sometimes (on both sides)
not to have oﬁtgréﬂﬂhfﬁé atmosphere which wéighed on Malines. A meeting at
Wood Hall of Anglican and Roman Catholic leaders last summer seemed to offer
a promising new type of approach. Perhaps someone might be asked to comuent
on it. - ' o B '

'13} I shoﬁld like to add to this that on a'fisit to Dublin shortly after

' _ the trouble last August I spent a long time in valuable discussion with

the A;chbishop of Armagh énd his host the Revd,LJLElliot. I left convinced
of their real anxiety to find every way of working for better relations -
something which thef realise cannot be done easily or quickly, since

.there is no "religiéus“.quéstidn which exists in isolation in Northern
Ireland. Yet they would admit tpat on no side have the forces of moderation

hitherto spoken strongly or resolutely enough.

19. Mgr. Butelezi sent us a réport of the meeting, of which Bishop Knapp-
Fisher and Fr. Hill will no doubt be able to give further impressions.

I add the resolutions passed:

1. That a group from each of our respective hierarchies should meet
after the plenary session of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy of
Southern Africa to be held in January 1970, in order to discuss the
questicn of regular joint meetings of our hierarchies for the purpose
_of pursuing matters of common interest and suggesting points for our
Commission to investigabe. (cf. Malta Report, 1h),

LY -
2. That contact should be fostered between our theological colleges,
and in particular that un exchange of lecturers take place between

them in order that students of botk Churches become better informed
of each other's point of view.

3. That there should be réciﬁrécél:féﬁrésentation on all.liturgical
and translation committeesj . that future translations into South
African languoges be done in joint consultation.

4, That there should be continued’ co~operation over the arranging of
retreats as regards accommodation and retreat conductorse -

"5, That our hierarchies be asked to consider the possibiliﬁy of joint
-+~ Lent Books. - : ’
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2l. The Seventh Consultation to % place at Palm Beach, December 8th - 1lth

1969 and Canon Purdy accepted an iavitation to be present. The meeting
concerned itself mainly with drafting a report of its activities to date and
some suggestions about its future work, which it intends to present to the
Windsor meeting. The meeting seemed to generate on the Anglican side an
increased sense of the need to clarify the implications of Episcopal
involvement in COCU.

General Ccnclusions: Such knowledge as we have suggests there is an urgent

need for better flow and co-ordination of information from all parts
where Anglicans and Roman Catholics live side by side: this to provide a
better basis for planning praoctical ecumenism, and especially educating our
people. The history of the Gazzada proposals (cf. accompanying analysis)
suggests that we need to pay much more attention to promoting action in the
Churches at large. This involves:

Clearer formulation of our conclusions at each sten;

Fuller examination of the problems of communication raised in Dubling

Promotion of work and enlistment of collaboration in wider fields than
those so far explored,

W.A.P.
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