ARC T SUPP £,

The Ordination of wozen

to the Prieathoo St Mary's Jbbey

Woat Malling, Kent

We have been asked what we think about the ordination of woRen.
We feel that the ministry of the Church and woman's position in the
order of creation have very positive values in themselves, and that
the approach to the question which often specks in terms of " a
professicn cpen to women" and Tequality of the sexes" is using terms
which are not really relevant,

Tho ordained ministry is not a profession arising out of the
needs cf the Church which anyone is free to adopt, but an institution
of Christ for his Church, to be continued according to his will by
those to whom he gives this vocation. In the New Tostaaent'accounta,
he chose only men to celebrate the Bucharist, to bind and to loose,
to be shepherds of his flock, although he cowld cenceivably have chosen
frem among the women who followed him during his itinerant niniatry,
and even to the foot of the cross., The Church has so interpretod his
nind from the ecarliest times onward, This makes a weight of authority
end tradition (as distinct from socinl convention) which cannot lightly

be set aside,

The termn "equality" so often scems to be used in a spirit of
rivalry and asclf=-defence, as if it meant an identity of functions, and
that wozmen npust, so to speak, prove her equality by doing everything
that a man is entitled to do. But in the divine economy while there
is perfect equality therc is distinction of persons and of function.

In the Trinity the Father is always Father, tho Scurce, and he sends
the Son who is always Son and has his own work of redemption to fulfil,
while the Spirit resains Spirit with his distinet Peraon and activity.
While men and wonen are undoudtedly equal in that both have been oreated
and redeemed by God, and destined for union and eternal life with hin,
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he.hao, from before the Fall, erentod mankind both male and female, a
distinction which affects the whole charccter, gifts an& functions of
each: and God saw that it was very good. Thus it seems to be inherent
in our nature that we are not sclf-sufficiont individualy but oreated
to find our fulfilnent in complementarity, socioty and unity. A
distinction of functions dces not imply inferiority and woman will be

most truly herself in living out hor own nature in this ccaplementarity
which God has willed, -

We are repeatodly brought back to the Biblical prcaentation of
the nature of men and women, to the fact that the man is the head of L
the naturcl fasily unit, and to the Christological parallels drawn by
St. Paul. At the Bucharist the celebrant is in scmo measure the
representative of the congregation before God, the representative of
Christ to the congregation, and the intermedirry of God of whom Christ
always spoke as Father: therefore it scems most fitting that a man
should fulfil this position,

Our expericnce, both within the comnunity and with our guests,
shows that there can be a deep level o'f' apiritucl relationship and
counselling without the giving of absolution, with which would go the
silent bearing of the knowledge of the perhaps grave sins of others,
which could be a heavy burden to a wonan's sensitive mind. Indeed,
by the objectivity of a pan's mind, by his freedon from the phyeical
and psychological variations %o which a woman is subject, and alsc froo
the prinary duty in the caa¢ of o married wooan to spend sany years in
bringing up children, he seems more suited by nmature for the cnlling
of a priest, There are =any other ways by which a woadn con lcad a
dedicated and fruitful life of service, particularly a8 a deaconess,
without the introduction of so controversial & peasure 43 the
ordination of wo&wn which could be a divisive factor at a time when
Christians arc striving for unity.

Our prayers will certainly be with you in your work upon this

question which is of such importance to the Church.




