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it is preserved and maintained in our respective treditions.
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The Anglican/Roman Catholic Intcrnational Commission,
established in 1970, issued its first Agrced Statement (on the
Doctrine of the Buchnrist) in 1971. Though the existence

of the Commission and the nature of its work had been known
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to specialists in the ccumenical field, very few people,

even among'&bsemost interested in the cause of Christian
Unity, were prepared for the assertion that the members of the
Commission had reached a substantial agreement on a doctrine

which was felt to divide rather than unite the Churches. In
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the 1light of the debate of the last two years, the public are
better prepared for this second official document of the

Commission concerning the doctrine of iMinistry and Ordination as
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However, rather than risk misunderstending and even at

the cost of some repetition, the Co-Chairmen feel it is important

to introduce this new document and thereby help the general

recder gragp the kind of document it is and the method that

lies behind its componsition,

In the first ploce, it is worthwhile remembering what

-ARCIC is becausc one frequently encounters a feeling of

disappointment that intercommunion does not follow agreced
stateaents on cucharist and ministry. This is understandable,
80 we have to point out that such decisions are for the_two
Churches to make, ARCIC is an officially—appointed body, a
servant of the Church, with a brief to secek for reconciliation .
and doctrinal consensus, and to present its findings to ite
authoritics. Permission hae been given to wmalke these fihdings -
public, nnd one may fairly deduce from this a measure of our

authorities! overall acwproval of the Commission's work.

Nevertheless, the document remains at this stage a

consensus of the Commission.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————eee e ————_—————————————————————e e ——————————————————————————————————————————————




-2—

B R

Y e

It is relevant to recall that the Malta Report of-the

Anglican/Roman Catholic Joint Preparatory Commission saw this
-process of inter-Church reconciliation in terms of stages. It
is a step-by~step process in which the achicvement of thig kind

.0of consensus is an essential element,
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As the Cémmission produces its agrced statements on
‘jeucharist and on ministry it is then for both Communions to
decide 1f a situation is being created which fosters and
promotes the reconciliastion of our Churches and demarids from
them appfopriate action,.
‘Clearly, in the present instance, agreement on Ministry
is an esséﬁtial pre-requisite and preliminary to mutual

recognition of our Churches and their ministries. E

From this it should be clear in outline What the Statement

is and also What the Statement is not,

To these three clurifying stateuentsy one may add a couple

of questions: Wht significance has the Statement? and What

result does it have? The nswers to both questions are at some

points interlocking and the first thing %o be said, and it is
very important, is that the Commission asserts that in its .
consensus the members of both traditions will rccognise their
own faith. This is the basiec significance of the statement,

As such, it is offercd to the members of the Churches as o

point de départ for reconciliation. llore than that, it invites
them to examnine and approve the way in which that consensus

was reachced in the document.

As with the Windsor aAgrecement, the method has been to
achicve 'a decpur undcrstanding of wiinistry which is consonant
with biblicnl tonching and with the traditions of our common

inheritance! (pora, 1,)

The mcthod thercfore is part of the significance, the
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ecumenical and practical as well as the theological significance,

of the statement. The methodology as well as the content of ¥
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the agreed statement have therefore a direct bearing on the
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question as to what the Statement achicves or what result does
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it produce?

A recding of the document shows that the answer must be
two~fold in thnt the statement

(1) has firmly placed the ordeincd ministry in the context of
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its origins within the ministry and apostolicity of the

whole Church, the community of reconciliation i

and
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(2) by the very fact of its consensus it has helped to create a
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new situation in which to assess the position resulting,
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on the one hand, from the Roman Catholic Church's judgment
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on Anglican Orders and, on the other, from the complete
absence of doubt about their Orders on the part of Anglicans.

ARCIC's consensus is, as the statement points out (para. lf;)
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part of a general development of thinking in both Churches

with regard to Church and Ministry.

The Theological and practical implications of the first
point need no stressing. Indeed they are apparent throughout
the stutement 2s much in its structurc 2nd content as in its
me thod.,

i8 to the second point, para. 17 of the Statement rends,
'The development of the‘thinking in our two Communions
recgnrding the noture of the Church and of the Ordained ?ﬂ
ministry, as represented in our Statement, has, we
consider, put these issues in a new context. Agreement

on the nature of ministry is prior to the consideration of

the mutual rccognition of ministrics.®

What the Commission is saying is that this development

has produc:d n different situation from that of 1896. Not only
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have the ccumcnical movement and the second Vatican' Council
intervened; not only have the pastoral and inter-church
situations changed, but the understanding of ministry and of
priesthood has grcatly developed so that a convergence is
emerging, consonant with the biblical cvidence and tenching

and with the common traditions.

This consensus of the Commission, this agreement in faith
and understanding, creates a new situation and presses urgently

for reconciliation. So the Commission felt enabled to conclude

its statement by claiming that ‘our consensus, on questions where
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agrcement is indispensable for unity, offers =2 positive

<i 6 g el e e e gt T e e e SR e T ST L

'.,.’.'u“:

contribution to the reconciliation of our Churches and of their 'ﬁ
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ministries, i
That this nay be a well-founded hope is the prayer of the é
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members as they present their work to the public., JQ.
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