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A note on the layin< on or hands

1. I would first lik= to draw atiention to the work of L. :aube (The
“ew T stament and wabbinic Judeism pp 224 - 2 3), L. Lohse %Lie Ordin-
stion im Sp #tjudentum und im ..euen Testament?, J. Coppens (L'imposition
des moins et les rites connexes) and . .xXLeinheyer (iie Priesterweihe

im KBmischen Litus).

2. These scholars observe that Judaism, early ond late, was familiar
with the rite of the loyins on of hands. In l.ebrew there are three
terms, siri, shith (which are virtually synnnymous meaning 'to place'

and samakh (mesninz 'to lesn'). In the study of ;ordination‘ rites,
interest is focussed on the last of these (senakh). In the 0ld Tes tament
samakh is used to describe either the 'lecning of one's hands! on the
animol Lo be socrificed (or on the scapegoat); or of the leaning of
nands on o blasphemer; or (more pertinently) of the leaning of hands

on the Levites %ﬂumbers 8.10) and of lioses' 'leaning his hands' on
Joshua,

3, In Liabbinic literature, the term is used of the ordination of

the Laebbi's discivles, vaube corments: ', .in the case of ordination
it can be cleurly shovm that at lesast up to the first half of the 2nd
century i.:'s, the rite is executed in the original monner and with
the origineal intent; it involves a real '1eaning on' as opposed to

s g entle'p lacing', and its object is the pouring of the ordaining
scholar's personality into the scholar to be ordained'. The type of
such ordination is lioses' appointment of dJoshua,

4. TIn the ew Testament, the Greek eguiv.lent ol 'samakh' seems to

have been 'epitithemi tes cheiras', TFive texts are exsmined; incts

6, 1 - 6 (the appointment of the seven), scts 13, 1 - 3 (the commission-
ing of Paul and arnebas);I Timothy L.1lh, I Timothy 5.22 and I Eimothy
1.6, Intercst amain {ocusses on the 1ast three of these, .epending

on the datins of the Pastoral Epistles, it can be said that at a certain
(possibly lute) stere in the church's development, it occurred that

an apostle 1lsid hands on Timothy, with the presbytery, and that Timothy
in turn lsid hesnds on others, UDaube pEves reasons for the comparatively
late adoption of such practices in the christian church; but at the

sarie time sugpests that the ordinstion af Timothy is modelled on
Laubinic ordination, and is the earliest rcference to what is commonly
called 'spostolic succession' in the llew Testament or indeed in Itn
history.

5, It could be arsued that the laying on of hands by an apostle on

a person who was to excrcise ministry in a local church says nothing
of the possibility of the apostle pasuing on his own office and function.
On the other hand, if the rite is consciously modelled on that of the
liabbis, if there is an echo of the Rebbinic understending of lioses'
'ordination' of Joshua in this ceremony, then for an apostle to 'lay
his hends' on another misht indicate that the 'ordinand' was to be for
the local church what the apostle had been for that comnunity during
its foundation, and during his sojourn there before moveing to new
territory. The taosks delegated (to judge from the Pastoral Epistles)
would seem to e those of leadership, discipline and the guarding and
teuchin~ of the faith, (the last two of which would square with the
intention in itobbinic ordinetion).

6. I do not wish in this to say that an account of this rite says all
th.t thsre is to be said about the ministry and its transmission, or
indeed sabout anostolic succession; the concopt includes meny other
features of church life (¢he faith of the community, the seriptures ete
_ gee C. .. lurner's essay in Swete (ed) Issays in the lListory of the
Burly Church end liinistry). “ut the existcnce of such a rite as is
deseribed in the Pastorals, together with its pos:ible lLaebbinic origins
ourht, I feel, to be taken tinto tonsideration in any survey of ..T
ministry, end the besring of such & survey on our understanding of
ministry today.




