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Degrcce of Communion between Churches

Between our two Churches therc exists what we might
cnll communion of baptism and faith, This permits members

of the two Churches to sharc in one anothcr's worship
(communicntino in spiritualibus), but nnt, however, to sharc

the rcception of the Duchnrist.

Betwecn Roman Cnthnlics and Orthodox a closcr comnunion
is possiblc, nt lecast ns for ns thnlogical ééiﬁﬁéntiéné~go.
For the R.C!s rccognisc the validity of Orthodox orders.

7,C. disciplinc thercfore allows R.C's to communicate

at Orthodox liturgy in pnstoral nced and viece versna, Agrcenent
of thc Orthodox Church concerned is of course a condition,
which hns been given, nt lcast by the Russian Orthodox Church.
This degrece of crmmuninsn betreen Churchs might be called
communion of baptism, fnith and aninistry.

Our avowed aim is full, organic unity. This would

certainly require mutunl acknowledgement of faith and ministry,
but also somc common s tructurc of church government. %Within
this nrganic unity, thec two Churchcs could exist side by side
as separnte pntrinrchates, with separate discipline and
liturgies, but therc would prcesumably have to he some
institutional focus of unity, and machinery for uttering a
cominn declaration of faith when circumstanccs demanded it,
This orgonic unity by patrinrchntcs can admit of varying degrecs
of apartheid. TFor cxamnle, the members of onc patriarchate
may he obliged tn roceive communion in their own rite,

It is doubtful whcther such separatcness would suit our casc.

Between 1) (sur present stnte) and 3), our gonl, an
intermediary strge may be possible, uniting us closcer than
Degree 2). It would be acknowlcedged that we eould not yet
agree on every point of our belicefs, and could not yet
achicve a commnon structure of government, even on thc pattern
of a patrinarchate. It might, however, be thought desirable
to mnke it possiblc £ r us to sharc the Eucharist either
rcgularly or in pnrticular, dcfincd circumstances, To
achicve this degrec »f unity it scoms necessary thrt we
should producc: -

n) an agrecd confession of faith in the Euchnrist
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b) an ngrced confession of fnith in the ministry
c) n wny of nbolishing or bypnsring Apnstolicne Curac.

This cepgrcee »f communicn might be enlled imporfeet cuchnristic
unity.




