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ARC STATEMENT ON THE EUCHARIST.

The Church is the Body of Christ and is built up by the Word
through the Eucharist.

Baptism is the entrance into the Bucharistic community. In the
Holy Eucharist Christians are united with Christ as the fulfiliment and
perfection of their baptismal union with him.

In the Lord's Supper we participate at the same time in Christ's
death, resurrection, and ascension; the Christian community is thus
transformed in grace and the pledge of future glory is given to us.

Our communion with Christ in the Holy Eucharist is also communion
with one another. Such union is achieved through the Holy Spirit.

Christian people participating in Christ's priesthood through
baptism and confirmation are gegﬁf to be a living sacrifice to God.

That sacrifice finds its fullest expression in the Eucharistic offering

of the priesthood of the people of God. Such sacramental offering of the
whole people is made possible through the specisal action of the ministerial
priest, who is empowered by his orcdination to make present Christ's sacrifice
for his people. -

The Sacrifice of the Holy Eucharist is not just the sacrifice of
the cross but the sacrifice of Christ's whole life of obedience to the
Father which culminated in his death on the cross end his glorious
resurrection. We offer nothing we have not first received; because of

our incorporation into Christ at baptism, he offers us in himself to the

L‘--Father.
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