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Lieflsctiuns on the Sucharistic Sacrifice

(by ~i8Hop ...C, Sutler)

This is one of those matters which hes, for us, got unfortunately
tengled up in the roners) Leformation controversy, so thut the very
term'eucheristic sacrifice', and purticulsrly the suggestion that it
is a PLOPITIATOLY one (defined by Trent), raises such emotion and
opposition, - .y impression is that the .n~licons are in a special
difficulty hzre, wscause of the hesitations of their evangelical wing,

I propose that we seek to solve the problems by going right back
pehind the p.rtic.lar issues to the wider guestion of "sacrament'. snd
here I would srgue that in ~ood Cat olic theolo~y it is not merely the
consecrated elements in tie iluchsrist, seen us means of' comsunion, and
incidentally, as objects oi adoration, that are "sacrament", The
Lucharist, as whole, is sacrament, so that the euchaoristic sacrifice
is a8 sacrementul sacrifice,

anglicars and Catholics are aaresed that the evcharist and baptism
are sacramsnts, Catholics scy thut there sre five others, w ich
anglicans misht prefer to call dominicael institutions; but this could
be a matter of lancuage-usape rath-r than a difference of substance,
It is well knowm in any cese, that the desisnution of these, and only
these, seven rites as socrumenus is a relatively late precision of
language.

I susgest that the use of the ord sacramentum in this -context of
ideas in the estern Church is a3z Latinisstvion of the Greek word
mysterion, still applied I think in the <riental churches in this
sense, 4and I further surzest thet this Christion use of the word
mystery is to be connected with the Pauline (mather than the Synoptic)
use of the same word, .nd if what follows seems at first ruthor remote
from our subject (the s.cramsnts) I may remind you that it io beromily
familiar to theolo=isns to talk sbout Christ as she"sacrument of God"
and about the Church as the “sacrarent of Christ", Paul writes: "I
becamz the servant of the church when God mede me responsible for
de ivering God's message to you, the message shich was a mystery
hidden for gencrations and centuries and hes now been revealed to
his saints,....The mystery is Christ among you, 7our hope of glory;
this is the Christ we proclzim." (Col.l: 25—285. The note on Rom. 16:
25 in the Jerusalem »ible soys: The idea of & "mystery" of wisdom, long
hidden in Cod ard no revealed, is borrowed by Paul from Jewish apoca-
lyps e, but he enriches the content of the term by applying it to the
climax of the hi.tory of s.lvation; the s.ving cross of Christ; the call
of the pwzrons to this sslvation pre:ched by Paul; end finally the
restoration of all thinss in Christ as their one h=ad., (It may be that
the appli.ation of the term to the ca.ling of the ps~ens sprinns from
the fict thet this call mrant that Christ was the U {IVIKSAL Savaour,
and so not merely the climex of Isrselite history, but the climax of
all history; in thet case, this use of the term merges zasily with its
anplication to the cross of Christ and the final eschaton),

It will be noticed that in Col, it is first the logos of God which
is culled the mysterv; and this mystery is then identified with 'Christ
in you, the hope of ~lory", wvhom"we announce", It is one of the normal
but fas:cincting developmeats of the .ew Testament that Christ preasched
the gospel of the kingdom of God (which is probably called the 1ugos
of the kingdom in ilatt, 13.19, and the logos of God in Tk. 8:l11 et.al.)
wherea:: the canurch preuched the gospel, or the crose, Oor just presched
"Christ", and in the end - e,n, in John, Chri.:t 1S identified as the
loros of God,
This umystery i . first "hidden" 8nd then "revealed", just as in John,
the loros was writh Godg #=vom the beginnine and then wus made flesh, Iit
rore modern termineluTy, we could say that the word mystery ..2cans ‘“the
economy of salvatian', viewed both as predetermined in the é&sdernsl
counsels of God and as actu.liscd in sslvation history, .upremely of
course in Christ and his death,

¥ enonclude thst the moderns who sprsek of Christ as the sacraint are
in line wiolr Peml.




One mav add: Traditional theolo~y sees in the sacram:nts "simns"

f grece. . sign, rourhly spralking, is one thinm that “stands for'" or
refers buclk to snothor (e, . road s.ms), thourh some sisms are "tokesns"
or "pledges", e,7, first fruits 3vich s ore the nature of what they
batokon end stond for, One of the most universsl mocdes of "sinnifying "
is of course longue ‘e, un' & 10708 is a sign of what the logos refers to.
It is interestine that the supreme nystery, Christ, is the loros of God
and is precisely as such the myst ry rovealed snd actuslised, OF course
he was en gfiicacious sirn for fait; whoever believes in him has cternal
life; and he i3 o sirn throush fellovship with vhom we have fellowship
v ith his heaovanly Pother.

Our effort to understand the torm ssersment has thus brought us Lock
to Christ, incsrnate and ecruf'icied, At Christ in his first coming is
not to e wnderstood wiuvhout refersnce to h s sccond ¢ ming - this is
one of the ereot lassons brousht home t. us by modern biblicsl study.
Salvacion history is oriritoted to tie 2schaton in somewhat the same
mannsr = nutatis o good muy mutandis - thet aristotelian physics
presuppo.ses netaphyscis, In other words, while eschutology is "real-
ised" in salvation history, there is 5till a finul consumation to be
looked forwurd tu, and it is only in the licht of that consummetion
thet the s.lvetion history con be underctood; for what is ultimum in
executioneis primum in intentione, Ii° then Christ is the s.crament of
God, T sumvest thut he is the sucrunimt of the eschaton (hence yaul can
call tlhe conswiriction "mystery")., Choist is the efficacious sipn of th-
at es:shaton, inssmuch as the “on of ilen cowing in ~lory is sdenticul
with the Son of on who suffers; it will be the Jesus whom we have
mowvm on @urth who will Juurse us at the lest doy, judoe us by the
churity which he proucloimed and exerplifizd (:nd on ths other hand, for
John, tie judgenent ie olrcaed s present in "“the Jesus of history"). ..nd
it iz by cumine into the kinsdom of Christ that we are scaled for entry
into the final Xinzdom of God. :

To sum un vhat T ove baen tryin~ to soy: ‘Tre Pauline mysterics,
vhich T propose to identify with the Latin sacromontum in the latter's
ur idest technical extension, is salvuaticn ranifested (to bhorrow a vord
of Cypriean), r alised, or as I =hovld vrerer to say, actualiged, in the
order of crestion in and as a public and efficscious si~n; ultim.tely
in the finel conwam. tion, en all t inzgs will be recopiwulated in
Christ, and ori-inally (talting of tewsoral orivinality; porhaps I
would batter soy "initislly") in savinr bistory as it rea.hes its climax
in the "Vasch.l mystery" of the cross and the resurrection of Christ,

and 1T it be ssked: hy should sslv.tvion be actuclised in a SIGT,
thz enswer, I think, 12y be thot sslvation is atone: ent, reconciliation
off men with God; and the map betvesn ercoturely men and his Creator
cun only be bridged by a divine initiuiieve of Ycond:rsceusion", which
involves that tod 5 uld eive himself in "terms" which muke him comu—
unicable to wcan, Quic vid recinitur sccundum modum recipisentis recipitur,
Thire sre no human terms which can corrimicate God to us except such as
ere signs, bieauss the divne essence is not immedistely within our
epprehension, (There w.s wisdom in the apocalyntic"folly" of "mysturies®
which y2t hud to be interpreted),

-ow the "time of the Chureh" is an interim between the initisl and
t he consue ting monifestotion-acuclisstion, .nd whst is the church's
function (in t is interim)? It is to take the gospel, the .ord, Christ
the sscrarent of God, to all munkind, to every mai., and to the whole
historicul order, in order th.ot in and by this sisn, the redermption
olready toially on for us vayv e actrslised in eich of us and in the
vi:ole reclm of history. I.ow does the chu ch do thiis? .y virtue, I
suogest, of the foct that she is the body of Chirist. To understuna this
notion, it max figst be poinved out that Christ=ilessich, und the notion
of Ilgessioh is impossible sithout the notion of the ilessisznic conmnuiiaty,
The two @re corrzl.otive. Oimilarly, ond moving to a more "universal"
img~e, the sccond .ndam is a wveoniivvléss expression except when we view
the sscond .ndum as representin and includinr the whole of huwuanity as
rede sned ond "recercated" (in Christ there is kaine ktisis). The church
is thus the bLody of whichi Jesus is thu hesd, and it lives by the i.oly
cplrit wrich weom Jesvs wes plonarily endoved; by, in fuct, the Spirit
of Cheist. us Christ woas initially present in history by the mediation
of his nutursel body, so he reusins prese.t, or as I ghould prefer to say
he continually"com:s", in this intecrim Ly the mediction of his body the
church, .nd as the houy of Curiut, the church is an efficacious sign




"of Christ - not only, by the way of the "initial) Christ of Palestine,
but of the ccnsuwmmating Christ of the second comineg, (It may be szid th-
at Chri,t comes to us towsy in e p.ores of the ible, out the ible 1s
a constitutive element of the church, by ard in and for whom the

~ew Testouont wos written ond the 01d Testament adopted and bhoth canon-
ised), @ hoar much abouvt™tradition" Dhut what is handed on in Christ-
ionity i1s Christ and the arent who hands on i&sthe Church. The church

I suggest, is "the sacramsnt of Christ", and is included in the Christus
totus of whom .sugustine wrote. Lacause of this close interlocking,

the church is mentioned in the Creed, not indeed as something I.! which
we bolieve, but yet as something we beliave.

In other words, th
to sfay; to stuy in
enticipation of its

mysterium did not just come an. go, but it came
n ¢fficacious sigrum of its coming, and in a real
¢c .nd coming.,

o @

o]

sand now at last I thivk we can turn to the ucherist,

Christ said: "This is my body", referrins to the clement of "bread"
which he us distributing, Paul savs chat the church is Christ's
body. Some mé&sht hesitate to connect these two stateients, were it not
thoet raul himscelf conn:cts them: The losf which we break, is it not a
participution in ine body of Christ? ..ecause the losi is one, we who
ake many are one body, for we all periulie of the one loef (I Cof,Ll3l6fr)
In subseguent Christion tradition the word "communion" is used both of
the fellowship of Chri:tisns in the church and of their purticipauion
in the svcharistic neal, nd Crom eoarly duys, the latter has oeen
saen as a symoel a d reiisation of the fomer, so thuat esclusion Trom
th: euchuristic : val woes eouivalert to exelusion from the church
fellowship, It does not scom too mech to say that the sucharist is the
centre and fucus of the corporote public life of the church, the event
in wiich the church Lioomss fully sactuzl as a ~roup united in the bond
of mutual charity and corypoe ately cominag inte a.tual Tellowship with
God (ef. I Jo. first versas)., Ori~en ~oes so for as to see the euchar-—
i tic body -f Christ us the antitype of which his naotural body is the
type, i.e., as th: rool for whiich he was inc rnste. .nd Hetween t hese
two the church pl: s her role.  Laguinas, secine t is complex recipro-
city from anovher angle, sayvs thet the unity of the church is the res,
or as we mizht say, the fruit of the esucharist.

out if the csuchorist i1s central in the Church's life, anu if the
church is mo .t fully hersclf in the eucharist, then we can se: why the
guchuist 1s not oo y colled a sacrument, but is Till sacrament, towards
vhich, accordinzt % Catholic t' :0lo~y, the othir sacra.cnts are all
orientoted. I summest thoet what can be said truly of the church can be
sold pir excelience of the euchurist,

ut I hove aroued thut the Church is the sacraneut of Christ; that, as
the body of Christ, the Chu.ch is the medium by which Christ is actually
operative in the world which he hus once and for all redeemed, but to
wi:ich reder ption is to Le proiressively"applied", The euch.rist, then,
in its turn is the sadrament of Ghrist, the mode by which he is actually
present caone us in our felluwship with one @nother; and the mode by
which we ore in followship with Christ and through him with the IPather
(1.J0.1),

Lence the question whether the cucharist is o sac ifice (but of course
a s scrumental sacrifice) is onswoered by the answer to the quoestion
whether Christ offered himsélf in sacrifice, .i0th Paul and the suctor
ad l.eb, say that he did, Christien tr.dition endorsecs this scriptural
teaching, «nd sees Christ's self-so rifice as satisfactory, propitiatory,
ete. One f.uils to see why any distincition should be made- as thougzh
the cuchirist is "at ony rate not a propitiatory sacrifice"; and I
think the 1i+ht answer is thot the suchurist is a (sucramental) sscri-
Tice in every respceet in which Christ offered hinself in sacrifice.

ut heve some: words of caution scemto be in place.

(1) Seen by itselfl, what happencd o Culvery was certainly not a
cuitic sscrifice; th:re was nothins ritual about it. iLather it was
"sell sacPifice" in the scuse suvgested by our use of the term concern—
ing e, 1. Captoin Oates of the Scott expedition. Some thicologians
have triced ¢o link it with thz Last Supper as a sincle uct, and have
thus imported o .ultic elanent into it from the Last Supper (I don't
neceszarily accept this view




(2) It iz, in my view, cxtremsly danweruus to construct one's idea of
sacrifice from the 0ld Testamsnt sacrifices (the more so, if we also se-
el limht from poren sacrifices), snd thon apply the idea univocally to
Christ, Christ came to "fulfil" the luow; but in bein~ fuliilled, the
law was also tr. nscended, or rvatier 1irted to a higher lavel, at

which in Taet it bacomes more intellicible then sefore it wes thus cle-
vated, It follows that it is not mouvush to teke 0ld lestament concepts
and apply thew to Christ's so rifice; 1t is also necessary to understand
Christ's sacrifice intrinalealljsand then re-read the Old Testament
gacrifices in ti.is li~ht and as foreshszdorinss of something higher than
them elves., In porties lor, any pre-Chri tion idea of "propitiation"
recuiraes such treutment, I personally find it herd to conceive of
Calvary as propitiatory unless I think of Calvary as a kind of lived
piray r.

(3) Porhaps it is as well to repeat thut the notion of the church as
"sacronent of Christ" (and thercefore of the cucharist as the Church's
sacram:nt por excellence) radicelly excludes any idea that tihe Church
(and/or tho Zucharist) 0098 a nytuine te the all sufficlency of Christ
spd his sacrifice. .yt ing added would hs a corruption, since the
purpose of a sism is purely to siuxfy (thourh in the case of a

sn croront, to signify efficacic sly).

(4) It mey be asked, on the buosis of the ranaral arcumentat.on above,

whother oLL the ssersmerts sre not "“sacrifices"; an if so, why apply
saerifical lonmgu ~e specinlly to ths euch rist; and in fact, why apply
"neal prescnce" lancuage specially to the sreharist? I think I shovld
say th.t overy s cram:nt in so for as it s.anified Christ, must be
soerificial. sut (a) the euchsrist is the sacrament por excelloence;
(b) sum: assimilation in history € the euchurist to 0ld Testaient
cult, not to s.¥ %o pr en o-lt, nzy hove played its port linguistica-
11y here; (c) the theolosy of t 2 euchorist cunnot but be dominoted
by the "words of institution®, and the "body given" and toe "blood
Ho.red out" more or less compel one to develop sacrificial lunguege
spaei-1ly in a erchoristic contexte (So too these same Jjords give a
depth to the idea of"pressnce" such as to sct tie sucharist on a
pinnscle, comparsd with the other sscruments.) (d) hot has been seld
in owr discus:ions <nd by tre iti n, about the cucharist as a "memorial"
of thae Lord scsems to me to ©it in well with what I have written about
the Chureh as 8 acrument of Christ. The Church sacramcntaily actualises
the coming-gnd-presence of Christ by, inter ulia,"remembering"him. ©f.,
¢.l. bodd, in The Founder of Christianity. Opcoking of the eucharist,
cnd after pointing out thet ot it the"words of institution are recited,
he says: " hen these words are recited, it is understood that the whole
service is pl.oced .ithin ths contoxt of what Jesus sald, did and guffe-
red on the cccasion referred to, and is to se vnders.ood on thot bails.
The depth of mesning vhich Christisn neoole find in those words it is
not necess.ry here to attempt to set forth. Lut it is importsnt, for
our presant purpose, to cbserve that in this centrol act of Christian
worship - in this act, thersfore, vwhich more than any other expresses
211l that Christisnity is -~ thove is inecluded an act of remcmboronce,
The Chureh — evoery goatl rineg of the Church, evarywhoere, under every
form - remermars  thet on 3 certsin nisht its ¥ ounder said snd did
certain thinvs, briefly reperted; tiet on the same nicht he Tell into
the hands of his enemies; and that he suffered a violent death (for the
broken hedy ond th: shed lood cen mesn nothing e¢lse)....The remeitbnence
moes buck to a continuous chuin., ot evary service there ware present
elderly wmeopl: who fifty or sixty years a70 hsard those words spoken by
or in the presenc: of, men old enough to be their grandperents; there
arce youns peobnle who, it may be, will repeat them in the hoaring of the ir
rrondcehildren. ..nd so the endless chain goas on., For nineteen centuriss
there has not been one single weck in which this act of remcnbruonce was
not mede, cre generation raninding another,.i corporate memory handed
dovm from generaci n to meneration becomes whut we know as tradition,
Our Xxnowledre about the origins of the Church and about its Founder, re-
sts primorily on a living tradition, which had its beginnings in the
aectual memories of those who had witnessed the events and had personal
deslings with the principal actor in them...The ‘‘ew Testament contains
the deposit, in weiting, of the cuntinuous tradition about Jesus at
various stares of its tra-:sminssion diring the first century of the Chuch's
existence., The event to which we have been led back by all lines of
approach,.is not simet remote for-otten episode of the past..It is some~
thing that heos never dropped out of tihe memory of the oldest surviving
society in the western world",




