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INTRODUCTION

Z@hrlst's will and prayer are that his followers should be one. Christians
who have received in Christ the same truth, cannot without disobedience to
him acquiesce in a state of separation. Unity is therefore of the essence of
the Church, and that unity should be'visiblél Qur two communions{ howexer(
have been separated for 400 years, and our' separation has been aggravated by
mutual intolerance and theological polemics. Nevertheless, although our unity
has been impaired through separation, it has not been destroyed. Many bonds
gtill unite us: in partlcular we have received the same Spirit, 'shared the same

faith in the same Lord, and undergone the same baptism., & f¢“d"n S Ol

C:; 2. Controversy between our two communions has centred on doctrine relating to
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the Tucharist, the-opdained ministry zy[ and’ the-natuze of authority in the

Church. The.AgreediEE;z;;;;;g:;eprwaent—aur~eenv1e;;%n that substantial agree-
ment in these th:aevmat%ere>1s now possible, Newvezxtheless for various reasons
we remain unable as yet to receive Holy Communion together. Since the |
Reformation Roﬁe has not recognised the validity of Anglican ordinations and

vcelebrations of the Bucharist and has denied full ecclesial status to the
Anglican Communion; Anglicans for their part have not acknowledged the universal
prlmacy, authority and Jurlsdlctlon of the Bishop of Rome, nor any obligation to
be in communlon with him. [ Full organic uniti]whlch is our goal cannot be
restored without mutual acceptance of ordalned ministers and sacraments, together
with the eommon recognition of a universal primacy within a complementary

(:; pattern of conciliarity. (Authority Statement para.23)

3 In producing the three Stqtements we have txied—firs%—taﬁt&kenserious
account of the issues that have dlvided ug and then to seek a solution by
re—examlnlng our common inherftance, ggoveqal}— he Scriptures. We have been
concerned not to evade the difficulties but rather to avoid the controversial
language in which they have sometimes been expressed. Ve have gsought to
uncover the ba31c themes which hold together apparently contradlctory doctrines.
The subjects whlch'we were charged to consider all relate to the true nature
of the Church.

4. The basis of our three Agreed Statements is the concept of Koinonia

(communion). In the early Christian tradltlon\Kofﬁgﬁf§~§£§;E§§§IE§;$'\O»*Aﬁw ey
) Igry—to the understanding of the mystery of the Church, Although Koinonia is
— never equated with "Church" in the New Testament, nor do we ever find the two

words directly relgted to each other, it is the concept that most aptly expresses
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the mystexry underlying the various New Testament images of the Church. when, for
example, the Church is called the people of the New Covenant or the Bride cf
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Christ, the context remains one of communion. - Although such images as
the Temple, the New Jerusalem, or the holy priesthood may contain institutional
overtones, their primary purpose is to depict the Church's experience as a
partaking in the salvation of Christ. When the Church is described as the
Body of Christ, the household of God or the holy nation, emphasis is placed

upon the mutual relationships between its members as well as with Christ, its head.

5. TUnion with God in Christ Jesus is the heart of Christian Koinonia. Because
God in Christ shared our human nature, we are able to receive the Spirit of God's
Son, who makes us so truly members of tﬁe Body of Christ that we too are able to
call God "Abba, Father" (Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6). Moreover, sharing in the same

Holy Spirit whereby we are members of the same Body of Christ and sons of the
same Father, we are d4so bound to one another in a completely new relationship.
Koinonia with each other necessarily follows from our Koihonia with God in
Christ. This is the mystery of the Church.

6. This theme of Koinonia runs through our three Statemehts.
In the wandsor Statement the Eucharlst was seen as the sacrament of Christ
h& mosrilian kumeuu..
by which he bx;ngs his people int® the communien of his Body. Ingzz,_ihraugh o | NP
the-EacharIst all the baptized are in communion with the source of communion,

For he is the one who destroyed the walls dividing humanity (Eph 2: 14); he is
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the one who died to gather in unity, all the children of God his Father(cf Jnh! 32;
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17. 20ff), , i , the Church o
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In the?ﬁéﬁggajstatement.anriﬂ#ﬁisiry)it was made clear that episcope exists
only to serve Koinonia. The erdeired minister be—whern—apiseope-is—entrustet,
whken _he pre81dugiat the Eucharist is the sign of Christ gathering hls people and

3 d bl od. The Gos el he re ches is the Gos el of unlty.

It 1s!hia responsibillty Ep al hepee Arwa»1
have received to the buildlng up ogether of the Christian communlty./Tég;;&y—heﬂmnﬁ? i '

'p£gzgive the communikty under the ome law of Christ in eharaiy—ené-mutual 10Vey¢*an“‘454gww
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When in the Venice Statement the Commission discussed primacy, it saw primacy

as the necessary link :thin the Koinoniz<pf all those. exeréESIﬁéfEEEEESEETJI All
ministers of the Cospel need to be in communion with one another, for the Ogg

Church is built up out of #& local communltlia. ?hey 1}50 ni?d to be im w~VEd s
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communion-with- the apostolic faithj prlmacylhelps to providesthe assurance B

that what they teach and do is in oommanier with the faith of the apostles.
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7. fir)dhe Church is to be a Koinonia, this-has—tobe visible.  The Church is
- rpok e O\ eV
the ;&EgAthat God!'s dggign is béiﬁ} realised in the world (ci_Jnv14+2%) and
dlao e < -‘—W(,k»\-n‘u‘i\’
that grace is already at work. Porther, it is the ins ent 1for- i
< pp™t ' sl
sWof this desien, The preaching of the Good News to all men cannot be separated
from the life of the community. The community preaches something that it
already is. Koinonia, local and universal, is thus a fundamental part of the
preaching of the word of God. Accordingly, as - sign and instrument the Church
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in its Koinonia is the sacrament of God's saving work.

8. There is a clear lifk hetween the fai

in Koinonia. ihiélcommon ife of the

9. Concluding remarks?



