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REPORT ON ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLYIC RELATIONS AND MATIONAL ANGLICAN/
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUES 1979-80

by

) Christopher Hill
in collaboration with Secretaries of National Dialogues

I POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

Cardinal Jan Willebrands, President of the Secretariat fox
Promoting Christian Unity, represented Pope John Paul IT at the
Enthronement of the firchbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury
Cathedral om the Fcast of the Annunciation, 25th liarch 1980.
The Archbishop made particular mention of the assassination of
Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador in his scrmon. The
following day Cardinal Willebrands spent some time with the
Archbishop in discussion and presentcd a persondalletter of
greeting to the Archbishop from the Popc. It was agreed that
the sirmltancous visits of the Pope and the flachbishop to Vest
Lfrica should not be scen as rivaling * cach other and a necting
in Accra was projected.

The Pope and the Archbishop nmet at the Nunciature in Accra
on the morning of the 9th May for forty minutes. Their private
discussion included the question of the future shapc of dialoguc
between the two traditions and laid a firm foundation for a
specifically 'ccumenical! riccting at which further steps could
be taken towards wnity. The text of the ofiicial press communiqug
is as follows:

"ihe first mceeting of Pope John Paul II and the

lo=chbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, though a brief
encounter in the midst of full programmes, has been a
joyful and moving occasion.

"They were, glad that it took place in Africa where the
rapid cxpansion and the sclf-sacrificing zmcal of the Church
and the visible enthusiasm and love for Cur Lord Jesus Christ
has many lessons Tox Christians in Durope. Thoy recognisc
the immensc opportunitics for the Christian Church in the
comntries of ffrica, to proclaim Christ in worship and in
service and to make a contribution to the scarch for peace
and justicc. They belicve that the time is too short
and the nced too pressing to waste Christian onergy pursuing
old rivalries and that the talents and resources of all the
Churches nmust be shared if Christ is to be seen and heard
cffectivelye. .

"Their rmch loved predecessors Paul VI and Axrchbishop
Donald Coggan, saw the urgent nced for this common action
and solermly cormitted themselves to work for it in the
Cormon Declaration of 1977. Popec John Paul II and fxchbishep
Nobert Runcic endorse that commitment to Ycollaborate mor
carnestly in a 'greater cormmon witness to Christ'” and
they sharc the rccognition that cormon action depends on
progress in the 'serious dialogue', now necarly fourtcen
years established, by which Roman Catholics and J/mglicans
have been sccliing the way to that unity of faith and corrmmion
which Christ wills for His Church.

"Today in Accra, the Pope and the Axrchbishop of
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Canterbury have established o personal friendship and trust
upon which they intend to build in a fullexr meeting in the
futurc: They 2oolz forward to working togethier to achieve

the unity for which Christ prayed to IHis heavenly Father,!

II TIHE PRIMATES' LEETING AND THEL LNGLICLIT COWSULTATIVE COUIICIL

The November 1979 mcoting of the {mglican Primates at Ely,

Ingland, spent sorc tire congsidering the futurc of fmglican/
Roman Catholic dialoguc. The /fnglican Co-Sceretary was prescnt
for this discussion, It was agreed that no definitive assessmoent
of the worlk of the prescent Cormiission could bo made until it  had
completed its Final Report in 1981. /4 future Cormisgsion would
neced to have a wider pastoral mandatoe vhile also centinuing th
theological irork of its bredecessor. The Standirg Cormittce of
?hc ACC, meeting in June 1980 at Vantage, Eagland, cxpressed +his
2 the following resolution: )

"In the light of Resolutions %4 and 5 of ACC-L the Standing
Cormittee rcquests the A.C.C. to encourage the Anglican
Churches in regional and local areas to explorc and identify
opportunitics for practical collaboration with the Rowman
Catholic Church,

The Standing Cormitiec,

aclmotrledging with gratitude vhat has already beon achieved
by ARCIC, and

desis ng to encourage continued and extended consultation

3
and practical cooperation between our two corrrmions,
‘requests the President and the Sccretary General of the
ACC to confer with appropriate pconle and groups ia the
Roman Catholic Church, with a view inter alia to

l. DPossibilitics of Jjoint witness in missgion

2. Opportunities Tor joint pastoral action

3. Cooperation in the promotion of justice and peacc

od-

L. The developrent of appropriate conterporary Chrxistian
spirituality

at international, regional and local levels.?

III SECRETARIAT IFOR PROMOTIIG CHRISTIAII UNILITY

A neeting of Delegates of Ilaticonal Bcumcenical Cormiissiocns
toolz place in Rome in Ilovember 1979. Bishop IEdward Lnapn~risher,
Archdeacon of VUestninster and a nenmber of ARCIC, attended it as
Anglican Observer, An important papexr.. was prescnted by another
member of ARCIC, J.M.R.Tillard, OP Preparing for Unity ~ A
Pastoral hApproach (One in Christ, 1980, 1-2). In the course of
discussion thie pastoral irmlications of theological dialoguce were
frequently raised, not lcast those of the Anglican/Ronan Catholic
dialoguc. The tonics of Mixed Marriage and Corrmmnicatio in
Sacris reccecived particular attention.

On the question of the reception of the Final Report of
ARCIC, amongst other posgsihilitices the Secretariat has begun to
consider vhether the 1983 Uorld Synod of Bishops might not have
the fmglican/Roman Catholic dialogue on its agenda,




L

IV IIATIONAL DIALOGUES

1. Australia

A Commission has been established to report to the General
Synod of the Anglican Church on the three Agireed Staternients under
the chairmanship of Bishop E.D.Cameron, Assistant Bishop in
the Diocese of Sydney. During a sabbatical Bishop Cameron spent
some time at Lambeth coasulting the ARCIC papers and ninutes
in preparation for the Cormission's work., It is hoped the
Commission will be able to report within a year,

A further joint cpiscopal conference is due to take place
in October 1980,

At diocesan level there has been widespread and sonmetinmes
Joint discussion of the ARCIC Statements and the possibilities of
pastoral co-operation. In particular a commion call to prayer
and study has been issued by the two Archbishops of Adelaidec.
There arc also the beginnings of a serious DEvangelical/Roman
Catholic dialoguc. '

2. DBelgiumn.

In Hovember 1979 the Belgian ARC completed a document on the
pastoral care of those involved in Anglican/Roman Catholic mixed
narriages in Belgiun. The document will be the basis of a booklet
issued to all Anglican and Roman Catholic clergy. In April
the /nglican Co-Scecretary of ARCIC opencd discussion on the
Flucidations of the International Cormission.

3. Canada

A further joint meeting of representative bishops toolk place
in Hoverber 1979, The Canadian ARC has presented a Resolution to
the Anglican General Synod requesting the establishuent of an
Interim Bcunenical Standing Cormittcc on Moral and Social Issues
(including the United Church of Canada). The Cormdssion has also
been studying the guestion of theo pastoral anproach to nmixed
narriages based upon /fmglican and Roman Catholic inquiries. At
the lMay 1980 meeting of the Cormission in Toronto an impoxrtant
statement on Infallibility was agreed, the toxt of which is as
follows:

_ incapable
" 1. God alonec is essentially and inalicenably infallible,/
of deceiving or being deceived,

2. The Church as a whole can be said to be infallible
in the analogical scnsc that, by God's grace, it will necver
deceive or orr so gravely concerning the truths of the Gospel
that the message of salvation is lost to humankind. To speal:
of 'infallibility" in this scnse is not to claim that cither
the institutioans of the church or cven the najority of its
rieribers are imrmme from error. It is sitmply to asscrt that the
Church can be confident im the sufficicncy of the Holy Spirit,
vho will safeguard the faith and enable the Church to fulfil
its missionn. The Church puts its trust in God who will not
allow it to fall totally away from the path of salvation.

"3. The truths of the Gospel thus 'infallibdly! preserved
enlighten the whole peonle of God. Dy virtwe of their
particinntion in the prophetic ministry of Jesus Christ, all
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persons and institutions of the Church arc called to cxpress
and prescrve thesc tiruths in appropriate ways. However, we
must recognise also a special sign of God's grace in
pirescerving the Church from corror at times of crisis of when
fundamental matters of faith are in question: this sign
occurs when the institutions which scrve the univesrsal a
fellowship (i.c. council and/oxr primate) arc caabled to
articulate these truth faithfully to Scripturc and in a way
that cormends itself to the whole Church, thus cquipping
the Church to nicet the challenge. Such pronouncenents, by
virtue of their foundation in Scripture and their
appropriateness to the nced of the time, give the first
cmbodinent to a rencwed agrecrient in the truth to which
they summon the whole of the Chuich. The 'formal authority!
of such pronounccricnts helps the Church to meet the threat
of corror and gives it confidence in proclaiming the Gospel:
but it must always defer to the 'material authority' of
Scripture, in fidelity to which the pronounccments were
forrmulated,®

£
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L, Contral Africa

The Provincial Synod of the Church of the Province of Central
Ifrica, nmeceting in llay 1980, accented unanimously the following .~
resolution forwarded from the bishops:

"The CPC/A Episcopal Synod -has followed with interest and
warry approval the discussions of the Anglican/Roman Catholic
International Cormission on the Bucharist, the Ministiy and
on Authority in the Chuirch. Its nmembers hope and pray that
the agrecrent they have reached will provide a basis for
sacramcntal sharing between our two Commumions.t

5. England

During 1979-80 Buglish ARC considerced the significance of
Elucidations and discussed at sone length the question of Anglican
Orders. Consideration was also given to a joint British Council
of Churches/Ronan Catholic Public Statementgon Moxal Issues @
Report from the Liaison Cormmittece of the BCC and the Roman
Catholic Church in England and Wales. (One of the chief arcas of
deobatc over which the Roman Catholic Churcl: in Eagland and Uales
declined to join the BCC in 1$70). IEnglish /RC also made a
preliminary oxamination of some issues related to the establishment
of the Church of England. The /lnglican half of English ARC,
the Cormission on Roman Catholic Relations, continued to exanine
the problems associated with inter-church families, including
questions related to the joint celebration of baptism.

Lo

The Roman Catholic HNational Pastoral Congress of Eagland
and Wales tool place in Liverpool at the begianing of IHlay 1980,
Two thousand peconle atiended, principally lay people from the
Diocecses of England and Wales, but with all the Bishops. There
were Scven major scctors: Ao The pcople of God -~ Coxresponsibility
and relationship; B. The pecople of God - Ministry, Vocation,
Lpostolate; C. Eamily and Socicty; D. Evangelisation; E.Chrigtian
Tducation and Formationy F. Christian Witness; G, Justice.
7ithin secctor 4 there was a section on Christian Unity. There
are ccunrienical references throughout the final Report and there
ware a significant number of observers. The Christian Unity
section =eccormendodRonan Catholic membership of the British
Council of Churches and dealt with the issuc of cucharistic
hospitality in the following way:
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"25¢Ve find it a terrible anomaly that our baptisnal
cormminion with our fellow-Christians does not lcad to
cucharistic corrmmion as it should, and we long foxr the
day when Catholics and other Christians will be able to
meet in total cucharistic fellowship. At the same time
we reject any movenient towards indiscriminate intor-
corrmnion. Ve recognise, however, that the pPossibility novr
oexists of dinviting our fellow Christians to receive Corrmmnion
at a Catholic liass in certain circumstances and we asl our
bishops to reconsider the situation in Ingland and llales,
and to consider the possibility of naliing provigsion fTor
cucharistice hospitality in certain cascs.

"20. The cases we have in mind arc those of thc non-
Catholic partners in inter-Church marriages who are alrcady
united through the sacraments of baptism and natrimony. Ve
urge that provision be made for tie partner to be welcored
to cormmmion in the Catiiolic Church, at lecast on special
occasions, alwoys providing that his or her cucharistic
faith agrces with that of the Catholic Church.

127« The occasions which we have in mind include the
non-Catholic spouse at a nuptial Mass, and closc relatives
of inter-Church couples at weddings and funerals; the non-
Catholic spoum at a family baptism or confirmation, or other
special family occasions. e also urge the highest authorities
in the Catholic Church to rcconsider the irplications of the
statenients of the phrasce of the Sccond Vatican Council
concerning cucharistic sharing, that 'the grace to be won
sometiries recommends it'. (There voied for this resolution
on Comrmmnion and inter-Church marriages 209 in favour and
2% against, with L2 abstentions)."

In August 1980 the Roman Catholic Bishops of England and
WVales made their considered reply to the wiwole Congress. On the
whole the Bishops endorsed its findiangs, but they were unable to
authorize a change of discipline in regaird to Bucharistic
hospitality, thoush pronising to keep the matter uader review.

6. France

At the May 1980 neeting of the Groupe lixte a Cormon
Declaration on the Itual Recognition of Bawptism was agreed. Thexre
was also discussion of a drait document on Eucharistic Hogitality
which was then sent to the French Doct:inal Commission. A
further pastoral document on lMixed llarriages was accepted and has
since been approved by the French Lcumenical Cormission. Ilembers
of the Groupe have also beeb involved in the preparation of an
illustrated parphlet entitled Qu'est ce que La Communion
Anglicane® The text was finalized in August 1980 after extensive
consultation which included [Frranco-phone finglicans in other parts
of the woxrld. The parmphlet will be published by the SPCK.

7. Scotland

In larch 1980 a cormwon statement was published by the
Anglican/Roman Catholic Joint Study Group entitled: Pricsthood
and the Eucharist. It was published with the authority oi the
<wo Churches. The Roman Catholic Bishops meeting in September
1979 cormended the docunient in the followrng terms:

"The Confercnce wishes to thank the Joint Study

Group for their exccellent work and warmly cormends the

statment as a nost useful basis for study'.
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At a niceting in October 1979 the Provinci
Episcopal Church passed a similar resolut

a
i

1 Synod of the Scottish
on:

"That this Synod:

i. thanli:s the membors of the Episcopalian/Roman Catholic Jec t
Study Group foxr their worlk ovezr thie past cleven yecars and
for the thwrce cormon statements they have nroduced in
that tirncy

welcones the cormon statgient 'Priesthicod and the Fucharist',
hopes that it will be published as soon as possible and
cormiends it for scorious study at all levels in the Church,
wheiever possible jointly with members of both Churches,

and asks that roports be returned to the Inter-Churcl
Relations Committcece.!

He
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8. South Africa

The Provincial Synod of the Church of the Province of South
Africa passed thie following iesolution in ITovember 1979:

UThat this Synod:

1. gives thanks to God Tor remarkable progress both in ~
doctrinal agrecment and in mutual acceptance in love and
welcones the worlk of the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Corriission which was sct wp jointly Dby the
Lambeth Conference of 1968 and by the Vatican Sccreotariat
for Pronmoting Christian Unity;

2., recogniscs in the three Agrecd Statements of the
Cormission a solid achiwement, one in wiich we can
recognise the faith of our Church, and hopes that they
will provide a basis for sacrameatal sharing betweoen
our two Corrmmions if and whon the finished statements
arc approved by the respective authoritices of oux
Cormrumnions;

3, affirms that there arc no points at sfhich the clear
mconing of the Agreed Statement is directly at wvariance
with Anglican teaching, with the possible cxception of
Scctions 16 and 19 of the Statement on Authority which
would scem to accord an authority to councils whicl: ig™
incongrucnt with Anglican tcachingj

L, adraws the attention of the fAnglican Consultative Council,
and through it the attention of the /nglican-Roman
Catholic Intermational Commission, to tlic corments
contained in the Report on the three Agrced Statemocuts
fror: the Southern African finglican Theological Cormission;

5. gtequests, thwough the hoaCoCo,y, the AR.C.T.C. to considexr
the question of that which constitutes 2 Christian,
including such rclated matters as the place of
justification, baptismn, and the Holy Spirit in
initiationg

N

. Dbelicves that furhoer official dialoguc should undoubtcdly
be pursuecd with a view to cxanining important theological
arcas and clarifying questions raised by tilwese who have
responded to A.R.C.I.C. in respect of the thirce Agreed

ld.

Stateiients;

~ -
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7« welcories and supports the recormendations of ACC-L that
the proposed now Anglican~Roman Catholic Commission be
not exclusively Ucstern but more widely represcentatives

8. aclmowledges that doctrinal agreerents reached by
theological commissions canno: by thoemsclves achieve the
gaol of Christian Unity; and

9. therefore CXpresses its conviction that in counsultation
with the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Corr:union
should now procced to the iriplementation of a stage-by-
stage progression to full corrmnion, .with a view to
bringing about a closer sharing beotweon our two
Cormmmunions in life, worship and mission.

9. South Pacific

/n ecxploratory Jjoint episcopal meeting was held in Honiara,
Solomon Islands in October 1979 under the chairmanship of the
local Bishops, Arehbishop N. Palrier (Angliican) and Archbishop D.
Stuyvenburg (Roman Catholic). L theological meeting proper was
planned for Noveribor 1980 with full representation from the South
Pacific fnglican Council, the Pacific Roman Catholic Bishops!
Conference, and the Bishops' Conference of Papua INew Guinca and the
Solonion Islands. Extensive documentation nas been requested and
sent from Lambeth in preparation for discussion of the ARCIC
Statement on futhoerity. It is also pPlanned to exanmine the
question of authority in the Pacific arca.

10. Sri Lanka

Archbishop N.M. Fernando and Bishop S. Iernando of Colonbo
have appointed a joint /nglican/Roman Catholic group to study the
Agreed Statements., A planning meeting tool: place in June 1980
for which documentation was Tequested and scnt from Lambeth.

1ll. Tanzania
= lsania

The /nglican/Roman Catholic Joint Inter-Diocesan Ecumenical
Cormiission for HMtwara, HMasasi and HNachingwea (S.E.Taxnzania)
welcomed the worlz of ARCIC in June 1980. It wont on to say:

) "l should be grateful, however, if the ARCIC could
explain as well the nature of authority and not nerely who
they are who cxercise it.

"We agree with the ARCIC that e aced a universal
primacy in the Church but without monarchical tendencies.
e agrec, too, that he who exercises such a primacy spealks
with the authority of the universal Church. [inally, we are
satisficd with the Cormission's choice of tho Bishop of
Rorme as the logical candidate for such primacy ‘in any
future union!'.

"The International Cormission's hope 'unity by stages
of the Roman Catholic Church and the Churches of the Anglican
Commmmion is a hope shared by this local ccwricnical cormission .

When the joint ecumenical cormiission was established Tive
Years ago onc of its first acts was to bring fAnglican and Ronan
Catholic congregations to pray togother. 4 cormron Sunday liturgy
when no priest is available has been accepted. A joint syllabus
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and gsect of religious toxt boolis has alszo beon agreed for all
schools. During 1979/80 a liturgical sub-cormittece has cormpleted
a cormoon form for the celebration of Chrigtian MHatrimony
incorporating and crphasizing local rites and customs. It is
presently engaged upon a cormon foxm of Christian Buria s, ogain
with an cmphasis upon indigenous culturc.

In Tanzania as a whole the fnglican Church of the Province
has taken steps towards the formation . of a national Leumenical
Cormission and the Tanzania Roman Catholic Zniscopal Conference
has appointed a National Ecumenical Dircctor.

12. Uganda

Though it proved impossible to continue the meetings of the
mainly /fnglican/Roman Catholic Joint Christian Council during
the final months of the Amin regine, steps are now being talien
to reorganise eccumenical co-operation. To this end a Joiut
visit to Uganda by a senior Anglican and a senior Roman Catholic
is being planned by the Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity, the fnglican Comsultative Council, the faiglican Primate
of Uganda, /fxchbishop Silvanus Vani and the President of the
Uganda Roman Catholic Episcopal Conferemce, Cardinal E.Hsubuga.
It is hoped this will talke place in June oxr July 1981,

13, U.S.A.

The 66th General Convention of the Zpiscopal Church tool:
place in Denver in Septermber 1979. The following resolution on
the fiist two Agrced Statenents was passed, making then
statenents of the faith of the Ipiscepal Church of the USA:

"fhercas, the Archbishon of Cantexrbury, Dr.lldichacl
Ramscy, and Pope Paul VI rot in 1966, and an
International Cormmission from the fnaglican and Roman
Catholic Churches was established as a result of

the meeting for t'serious dialogue which, Ffounded on
the Gospels and on the ancient cormrion traditions, nay
lecad to that unity in truth, for which Christ prayed’'s
and

Thereas, the General Conventions of 1967 and 1970
stated that the purpose of our official dialoguc with,
the Roman Catholic Clwureh is full corrmnion and
organic unity with that Church; and

Whexrecas, the International Commission has now issued
cormpleted statements on Zucharistic Doctrise (1971)
and Ministry and Ordination (1973} from tho agenda
assigned to it, to which rcactions have beon satiwered
from around the world, and in view of such recactions,
to which further clucidations Liave been issued by the
Comiission; and

Mhercas, the Cormion Declaration siened in Rorie on
Lipril 29, 1977, by Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Di*. Donald Coggan, stated that 'ihe
morient will shortly corie when the resnective
authorities (of both churches) rust cvaluate the
conclusions {of the Agreced Statements),..through
procedures appropriate to our respective Corrmmions, so
that both of them may be led along the path towards
unity®; be it
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“Anglican/Roman Catholic Relaticms TE-7?C)Y and wondh on o

Resolved, that this 66th General Convention of
Episcopal Chureh affirms that the docurients on
Doctrine and Ministry and Ordination pirovidec a
of the faith of this Churci in fur%ﬁhring the growrth
towards unity of the Episcopal Church with the Roman
Catholic Church.

The Convention also passcd nn Agreed Statomont on the
Purpoesc of the Church pPrepared by U3/LC.  (Sco Repovrt on

3
a joint nmeeting of Episcopal and Remnn Catholic icaders to
consider the implications of the first two Agreed Stais
in the life of the Church. This has been accepted by the
US Catholic Bishops' Coufexrence.

The ARC-USA Consultation has riet twice this ycor
continuing its probiag of Christian Anthropology as a way of
approaching Mariology and the ordination of worienn. sollowing
upon a recormendation made by ARC/USA, bishops of the *wo
churches formed a 'task force'! with the purpose oi studying
together the actual eoxercisce of episcopal ministry in +the
church today. Fiftcen bishops arc cagaged in +hig nroject,
Four ncetings were held- fron 1979.1950. . The foerus of these
sessions were: the bishop as lcadexr, as pastor, as a person,
and the discussion of future dircctions. Talc of 4hirce Citics:
A Study of US ARC Covecnants was published by the Jjoint standing

commitice of the Episcopal Dioccsan Rewenical Cfficers and the
AN e N g

Hational Association of (RC) Diccesan Leumenical Orficers.

This report on Ogden, Utah, Louisvilie, Kentuclky and Tidewater,
Virginia provides a detailed description of particular covenzats.
The dudy grows out of the carlicr publication The Lived
Expericnece: A Survey of U.S. ARC Covenants. Lach covenant

was strongly affirmed Dy its participants. Seotting and
evaluating of goals were importunt sactors in succeosstul
covenants. Tension: arcas wero intcrcommunicn,miﬂod'marriages
and the threat to the integrity of DLoth religinis cormmmitics.
A wealmess within all the covenants was the inability o
integrate the covenant expericnce into the total 1life of the
parish, lcaving it compartnentalized,

1k, VWest Burope

The Anglican/Roman Catholic Vorliing Group met at Poitiors
in November 1979. The meeting exchanged information on the
local and national ceumenical situation in Bngland, scotland,
Ireland, Holland, Belgium, Prance and Italy, A study of the
religious geography of Burope was discussed and the pastoral
implications of the threc Ligreed Statenents of LRCIC werc
cxploxred.

15. Vest Indies

in May 1979 the Provincial Synod of the Church in the
Province of the West Indies agreed to the proposal of its
Ecumenical Commission that a joint Anglican/Roman Catholic
study of the three Agreced Staterents should be undexrtalien,

V  RELIGIOUS COMMUIIITIES

{n Ecumenical Consultation of religious, consisting of
representatives of Roman Catholic and fnglican religious
cormmunitices, has beon fornally constituted by the Union of
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Superiors General, the International Union of Superiors General,
and the Advisory Councils for thoe Religious Life of the Anglican
Corrmmion. Pedro Arrupe, Superior Genexrzl of the Society of
Jesus and Michael Fishier, SST, fnglican Bishop of St.Germans,
are honorary presidents of this international Consultation.

It normally nicects once a year. The co-chairpersons (the Bishop”
of St.Germans and St.Katherine lMcDonald, Superior General of the
Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion) are authorized
to welcome the participation of other Churches. - The beginnings
of the international Ecumenical Consultation arong ieclgious
occurred in 1977. Fr. Arrupe, as president of the men's Union
of Superiors Gemeral, and liichael Fisher, Provincial of the
fnglican Society of St.Francis, saw the project as a nicans

of important ccumenical exchange and mutual assistance aoong
male religious orders. After the First meeting in 1977, it was
decided that the neeting be sponsored by both confercnces of
Superiors General, and that both nen and women religious of
other Christian comrmmions would also participate. This now
decision marked the nmectings of 1979 and 1980. In the
Consultation of 1980, the informally structurcd group was
constituted an official commission with a precisc mandate from
tlie Cotholic Unions of Superiors Genmeral and the Anglican
Advisory Councils,.

Iz the USA o mational cecumenical religious consultation
has been established. fnz informal necting toolr place in
lay 1980 and an official Ecumenical Consultation of Religious
will necet later in the year.




