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Your Grace,

It is with heartfelt joy that I am sending to you the
sonal letter of the Holy Father in which he expresses his
faction and gratitude for the work of the A-nghcan / Re
Catholic Joint Preparatory Commission, which after it:
sions held during 1967 at Gazzada, Huntercomb_e, an
Malta, has completed the preparatory work commu':ted
members by compiling at its last session a report which n
concrete proposals for the continuation of the work dor
the Commission. Despite our diversities we have some trut
common, which are very important and oblige us to t
the road towards unity. .

His Holiness has charged me to explain more in d
how this continuation, on the basis of the work already «
should further be planned: .

We approve the idea and agree that further studi
made on the points related in the report :

(a) on a common declaration of faith between Catl
and Anglicans;

(b) on liturgical problems of common concern fo
Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican
munion;
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(¢) on the possibility of co-ordinate action through joint
or parallel statements on urgent human issues at inter-
national, national, and local level;

(d) on the problems and difficulties which arise in the
field of missionary strategy and activity of the Church,
and the possibility of co-operation;

(¢) on the theological and pastoral problems of the doc-
trine of marriage and the difficulties caused by mixed
marriages;

(f) on the ecclesiological principles of the Roman Catho-
lic Church and the Anglican Communion in con-
nection with the problem of sacramental intercon-
munion;

(g) on the theology of the Church and the theology of
the ministry in connection with the nature of the
priesthood and the application of this doctrine to the
Anglican ministry of today;

(h) on the nature of authority in the Church and its con-
crete form in the teaching authority, in the Petrine
primacy, etc.;

(¢) on problems of moral theology;

(7) on the application of practical directions given in the
Decree of the Second Vatican Council on Ecumenism
and in the Directory issued by our Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity.

Moreover we approve certain practical recommendations
made in the report such as:

(a) periodical joint meetings in regions where both the
Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Com-
munion have a hierarchy of either the whole or some
considerable representation of the two hierarchies;

(b) consultations on pastoral problems of evangelization
in the modern world;

(¢) common prayers, according to the rules of the Direc-
tory issued by our Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity;

(d) development under the direction of the respective
Superiors of a special relationship between religious
orders of similar inspiration in the two communions.






