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is an exploration of a possible solution to oup. It

by merriages bet : : the problems posca
hOritlgeg?) ween christians of different religisus

To anyone engaged in dialogue among christians, whether

locally or nationally, it is increasiagly clear that Yope

Paul's marriage instruction of werch 1966 (yroviding in o

union between two christians of diverse denominations for some

modification of the prouises concerning the rearing of all

the children in the Catholic faith and for a limited porticipation

in the nuptial ceremony of non-iomun Catholic clergy) has

only served to intonsify rrotestant frustration over the
a

present handling of the so-called 'mixed marriages' in the
Roman Code of Canon Law., ULeccuse the new regulations are
proving an obstacle rather than an aid to eifforts at christian

unity, Goman Catholics who ure uware of the jsastoral dimensions
of this problem have a duty in conscience to bring forth supgyestions

for the ending of the impasse. What follows is an erfort ot

such a solution, offered for comsiderction to ccupnenists and

to the competent Roman canonical suthorities. That it 1s

: ' isti been evidenced at a
acceptable to rrotestent christiens has

, ing at
national coaversation with the Lkeforaed Churches meeting

Detroit in the fall of 19638.
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either of their churches les# they be discouraged by the

clergy. As a result, they recoive no vastoral counsclling

prior to merriage und jrecious little thereaftor. Serious

enough s this is with refercace to the couple, it is

catustrophic with reference to their offspring. Fur too

meny children are reacred without any rval connection with the
christiaun faith because their parents have found the denomina-

tionul issue impossible.

The present vriter is u convinced Roman Cutholic. He is
not indiffercat to the high value of his faith. But he is
convinced that the overriding ,uestion today is to wssist the
multitudes who are not receiving p storal help in prepuring
for marriuge and the lurger multitudes who .re prowing up
bereft of 2 christian underpiming to their lives.

It is realisu to recognise that all the censures of

Canon Law will not prevent two christions of sejpurate churches

who love cne another from marrying. Wisdom, thereforoe,
incdicates that cvery thing be d.mo to mauke such inter-
christian unions succeed s christian, i.c., o8 & sign of the
love of Christ for His Church. This is not beyond our presont
strongth if both partners und clergy adopt o genuinely positive
attitude. What is nceded on the couple's part is that cach be

truly committoed to his own system of belief uwnd yct be

g o P
authentically open to the veluos expressed in the tredition ©

. . PR baa
the spousc-to-bo. ordinurily, this will imply th_t cach ha

' of
alrecdy enjoyed capathic expericnce of the faith and vorship

t 251 i in the wan's
the other. Thore should be no hesituncy 1in

: 's4 fuith and
continuing to broaden his snowledge of the womun's

i 0 snding of the pan's.
in the woman's enlarging her uncerstending

: » L% frunk
whout is nceded on the side of the clergy is the
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To tolerate them begrudgingly is to losc the golden
opoortunity of building here und nov a bridge votween

divided christians that may lead ultimately to the unity of
the churches,

SLr LD tue. JAGE

Whon two christiuns of different traditions begin
scriously to ¢ nsider warricge, it is advisable for thew to
approach together the clergy of the two churches. From
exch cleric they uay expect a clear understeanding of the
thought and requircucnts of his own communion on the
contracting and living out of the warital sacraucnt. dere,
too, they are brought fuce to face with what tacir churches

sce &s their wuty in the religious cducstion of prospective

offspring. Only cgainst such o baekground of sound infor-
metion, requiring, perhaps, .rop:ntod counselling with
clergymon whether scparately or in joint scssions, can they
seriously decide how and where they wis . to be warried snd
in which christian frauework they will rear their children.

Spouscs-to-be sho.ld not have to b¢ anguished over the
Low and the where of an inicr-christian marriage. (ﬁt*should
be solemnized by the clorgy of the two churches aeting

jointly and eruzlly."r And Iu cultures having the usage, it

the

i (L0
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snarils lebrated in the church wir ey oot ¢

should ordinarily be colebrated in tho ehugh TS s ft

s ! On this scorc, there shuuld not be hesitoncy o .vei—

bride worships,

2 \4 " '
1 K wctin SR
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In the wore difficult guestion of the upbringing °
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to the warriage. It should always pormit all the chi

1 i ) s poiny to
to be raiscd in onv faith, thus obvinting the boys £ g

' in ceciding
one church and the girls to snother. But
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vhich faith should be followed, several altornitives have to bo

looked at.

1) Where cach of the Spouses-to-be is versonally convinced

that all the children must be nurtured in his own church and

nvither sces = way of conceding to the other's church there i.

ety

an impassc¢ which ﬂL bost,avoided by decciding against marricge.,

2) Where the conscicnce of one dictates thut the children

follow in his faith end whore the conscicnce of the othoer coo.
a,-.aA.bbﬁxmu)‘rnﬁ "

not fecel the samec imperative, then—the offspring shewld be

rcarcd in accord with the conscionce of the former.

3) Vhere neither partner feels himself duty bound to

trousnit his own religious trudition to ghis children, en

attempt should be azde to deteruwine which is the more

&w—%“.&

practical christian und to form the offspring in that stronger
heritage.

4) Where thore is no anurceiedle difference in the religious
comaitment of the courle, priority shouid be given %o the
voman's foith on the ground that woruelly the wife wnd mother
is more intimetely involved in the nurturing of the ehildren,
In options3) and 4) it must be strosscd that they =re only
operable when the conscicnce of the other partncr is ot peccc

in making thc coacession.
Unon the fiancdds huving reachud hoir decision, the

need arises of sharing this with their families «nd their

ficu} with screnit
pastors Ooften this unay be diificuit to do with scromiy,

v went {or on
for rclatives and clergy masy rcgard the agree

1 s ccision
aspect of it) & dercliction of duty. Should thoigs¢

- + o =1l the
be challenged, the couple should seriously attend

: inveri s to 11s
criticisms If either {incs niumsclf weavering a
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full assuranco wre the partiocs truly rcudy in conscience to
srepare Tor their warriage.

Ia the true christian context, this proaration tust bLe
tho joint coancern of the clergy of ccch of the future Spouses.
In the cetual sup lying of this sastoral cume, cach of the
clergymen must divest himself of cll nurrowmess of view and
cech of the partners must be recelutive to the visdom of both

religious truditions, aguro~aithar“bf the churches hus

b
established canonical impediments to warria czgﬁ;c-n;rital

bt dng e, Eow (Goow N s C—~——an—qf it Moo (S, \amsmmn—r

counsellingouwet coeble-the-couple—to-meet—these requirouvnts, X
Jeczuse joint pustoral coare has a special efficecy in such
situatiuns, not only tust the pastors be cecuwcnieclly oricentutued,
but semwinary facultics wust be surious im readying their
groductes to work eusily with the clergy of other deaoninitions,

In the counsclling scssi.ns there is aced Jor positive
thinking. Thet thore are dangers in intur=christicn morricges
shovuld not be concesled. Sut the valid sign-vilue of o nuptial
union betwoen two christicms of cifferent traditions should
stroungly be stresscd. Tho couple should cowe to see clenrly

thut thoir uarriage, cntercd upon and lived out in goenulnd’

christian love, nay develop into .. symbol of th:t hoped=Tor

i i ) ' isible
future wherein varictics of heritages will wect in Vs
i 1 £¢ yreperetion
unity. In the wholc of this _rec-muarital proper tion,
ond agoin be culled

attention should again
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to the besuty of a life-long endeavor whoreby two persons, diverse in eex and

in religious orientation, so blend as truly to become one flesh and 'one soirit.

AT Ths sARRI'us

(Unloss the nuptial rite take the forn of a Guchorist (with necessary at-
tention to the problem of intercommmion), it would scem fitting to an inter-
christian warriage that it heve as ite prelude either “n the dsy of thc wedding
or on the Sunday preceding, a mb}ic_ fom'ot‘ ;torshia in which bHoth spouses may
conscientiously participates If this piblic worship be the BEucharist, the
counles should serionsly inform themselves as to what their churches say on the

shaping of thn sacramont and form their consciencos in fidelitv to their tradi-

;ionsj T i e “
The ectual wadding ceremony should joimt bn condueted bv the oix;g; of

&u‘]aaﬁpgﬂ N *:;négzthlln ?*4n e e SR PR 1'¢‘ ey, e

the and nornetiy—in-the septah of the-brice., T t¥e “___,,_._.,\!"“" 1

=

equality of sisdetpy should he svercisad op-such-as-occasion.. Whatover changes

41 Canon Laut 2re neoded for this authorization should wndoubtedly be made.

iMWmMmumﬂsm-Wimw,,amved

bt
marrtege—pito ol uncontowtsd VATIATLY A €I tratitions should equally to—
arthorized, m—mmmmmwmmx Ghe

; ory sortion ’nd tav-edndr tho-conciuding
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pnyo»-oad-boaﬂdlcﬂ.m,& At tho intorchage »f vows, tio groon's pastox:‘!‘ittingly

“armila to her, for the intorim

paty tho formla to hin and the bride’s pastor thi

I S "11.:\ )
oach ueing his ovm ritusl. The ble e‘t-w of rings s& b dono jointly by tha

3] ~ o 2 “if("-
pastors as should the oroclamatiom that man and wonan ard o~ hushand ana

\ o vl i1te the oroseat rite
And ity is suitable thnt somo amplification be introducod

i ALY s, gs a foro-
uals to e¢all attemtisn to tho synholisn of an intov-chriction marriss. 83
t-4s unit has not yet haon

cast of tho eventual unity af christisns. Becaus?

i 3 4 » archives of tho
achievad, ths rocords o tho corsi0ay gshoul ‘s« PROSOrve 1n the arce

satatinn that the coroniony nase validity in each:

two cooparating parishos with tho
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of the faith-comunitios.
—
To mako this joint service as moaningfil es possible, overy persussion

uld bo owployod by each of the clorgymon to insurc that tho ontire familios
of both bride and groon attend tho miotials and join Joyfully in tho ,ub,oq“yn't

focoption, gy
P.w
Thus tho way to christian unity is pavod by small beginnings. ve. W.C .
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AFTon 148 Csre widY
That problons confront marricd couples is pvorywhow ovidont, Pastors
find this asonz tho faithful who wed within their owm traiition. Thoy find it,
too, ofton with spacial ovortones, in fasilios of mixed roligious background.
But haro a clorgyman is somotimos at a loss sinco ho is not fully cnquc«nt. of
tho attitudes and neoeds of tho christian not of his own coMmnion, Whord coun-
salling is in ordor in such houscholds it is wiso 80 suggest that the spousos
arprangs to noot jolntly with the elorgy of tha two horitdges. In coopuration
the misdom of both churchos em ho brought to tho problem. If lasting aid is
to ho obtained, houwsver, “oth clorgy and both gnouses must show onpathy to tho
advice from the othor sido. @f&n—%his.cm-pc fortificd by rosort %6 the good
of ficas of tho kin of the conple if tho in-laws havo accoptol the union graciously.
For thoir own part, partnors in ....f’.‘;th:& m"s" will holp their
togothomoss by adopting tho custon of howr vnrahip,\. Graco at wonls and prayor
in common, takon from oach of tio heritagos, shonl! haw daily place in intore

L boanns to

ehristian housoholds. Ca Sundays, indood, hushand and wifi uﬂr attond sorvicos
?-N‘, wr-‘l»~rr' (

in wm. but thoy should not forauo, thy oxpurionco of

outm:::!—ﬂ"’ﬂa. In a diti-n, a co non onjoymont of tho socinl nctivitics

of thoir rospoctivo congmigations can only enrich thedr 1110 togathor. Thus the

L
.

o

1doal to bu connndod is fall fidolity to tho fa ’th and orscticc of enuis own
" ) » U . f tho

tr'ldition :"nl‘r&"f' \,y a wid: t\crluqiqt.nnc s with tho Chl‘istim »xpod nco 0

othor partnor.

With tho birth of » ehild, the poliglous noods nf connlu now b=



PROPOSESED PASTORAL GUIDELINES

come the concern of a family. Where prior to merriage agree-

ment had been reached as to t e feith in which the children

sre to be reared, this should now be implemented, unless, in=-
deed, in the interim there has been some basic change in the
religious coamitments of the couple. Where such a decision

nas not yet been moede, then it will have to be faced with the

; AOD

first of fsoring, ueéﬂg”fﬂv‘norms—susznsxed_above7N\whonevcr

ard however the decision comes, ell subsequent childrén \ ’
L9 1.

should be reared 2ccording to the same pattern, for to pro- ' ”%f\ \

vide one religious heritage for the boys and enother fer the \

rirls is to cast the family in confusion.
ﬁith—ohurchas“ﬁr§EffEtng_Inf¥nb=kﬁpttsm;‘thG"GBmfitaont

to ¢33 rear & child in a specific faith involves arrangements

for its beptizing. This meers the usé of a definite litur-

O

gical rite snd , normelly, the asinistry of @ single clergyzen.
Both parents and btoth the maternal end paternal fomilles should
endenvor to be present at the ceremony. Fortunately, exen in an
as-yet-divided christendom, churches commonly recognize the vol-
idity of each other's baptism, In this velidity the parent whose
neritage the child is not embracing should come TO discover deep
confort. Bar deeper coafort could be supnlied for a1l christians
if only the various churches would sec the nressing need of eXxs
tending approval to 3 comaon beptiswal rite. This 1s not

a difficult tosk since there 1s imuedistely t> hagd the
text of/gggrd-century taptisaal formula i St. Hippolytus's
Apostollc Tradition. Here, in » verlod ankdatlnz christisn
dividions, is o foraula of undoubted ontigqulty. Its officinl use
today would smeak to divided christendod of how much they still

hold in comron.\

| rantonl o pare-liturgy
homes that ore striving to be ecumenical & »oT 1 pid
ne apoh bentism mekes
within the domestic walls following upon the church

by themsclves, the parents

good sense. Incmanner fashianed
with nll thelr

jointly dedicate their ¢hild %o cm-z:-;t.;nd‘\,,:;V.gn:l-%d”ms .
kinfolk celbrate 2 love-feest t? grs‘%ggic":?r t: bk ant

nl R ol g Y Y irs) . . A
corporation into the peonlie O{”;‘:“l To8 yan i o N anearn
vell be remewed, thus Elvi0d faml 1280 N tigotely extending ie
with the rearing of its offspring and ULEATTEEAS

children the -
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PROPOSED PASTORAL GUIDELINES e

Wmu own baptism in A context of unity mnd
e | Wit Y Hewos \

evaoocé.\

\\

BecAuge trus comcitment should attend baptiem, the growing
child needs sound training in the belicf ond practice of the church

whose fmith-community he hae entend:,/\‘ro give no more than super-
ficisl contaect with the church of his christening is to weaken the
whole strueture of hie 1ife, Yot he is offspring 21so of & parent
whono religious heritoge he his not followed. 8 urcly it is vitel to
him thet he lmow sympathetically the faith-paticrn of that phrent,
Just ae marricd partncrs should have joint expericnce of cach other's
worahip, 26 the children of on inter-christian marriage should be
wirmly linked with the roligious custons of the father or mother
whose denomination they hive not embraced, 4 lways and ever this must
be o loving contict and newer 2 routine gesturc, The child should
learn o worship roverently ~nd regularly according to tho usages of
his own church and rcvercntly, though less rogularly, according to
the tradition of nis other parsnt, Thues he devclops 2 On edrnest of
church unity.

Togethcrness on the port of both parcnte io etill josasible
where o son or dauzhter is bedng reared in a specific rcligicus com=
mitment. There arc, thank Cod, »2DY doctrincs and proctices in which
all christiaps arc at onc, Thesc should be cemmunicated to the ehild
by both father and mother jointly, leaving to the parent whooe heri-
tage the youngster sharca the task of cxplaining the toacto~ propes
to that church, I n euch Q m3nncr, cach perent geauinely foras oll
hio childrcn in ¢ christifn pctting.

With pcrecptive parried portncrs, both devoted to the mine
Christ, both conmccrncd with integral christiznity, both anxious Lo

o : Ly
preserve theosclves and theAr pffopring from tay Lrocc of b1 oYy

both opon to the varicd beiutics of differing traditions, both fnteak

i o ter- isticn marricge
upon divine worashis and christian living, =Y inter-chr 3

. whi vyt dRy when
should prove o stimulant to chirity =nd an n:orbinger of &b 4

Apticn,
church unity will be copnusited in one fasth, one Lord, on® paptic:



