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30th July, 1968.

T CLERGY

My dear Father,

MIXED MARRIAGES

Christian Marriage, as a sign of the union between Christ and
His Church, of itself implies that husband and wife are of one mind
and heart as well as one flesh, and serve together to develop the new
life of baptisa in themselves and in their children. ‘“hough dispensa-
tions for mixed marriages are possible, and may vary in difficulty fro=
time to time, our traditional opposition to mixed marriages recains
unchanged at the deepest level.

There have been recent changes in the discipline concerning
mixed marriages. Normally the usual promises must be made in writing.
A number of couples are now dexurring at making the usual promises.
These notes are offered for your guidance in these cases.

1. \here the non-Catholic party refuses to give a written
promige regarding the Cathclic baptism and upbringing of the childrent
then the non-Catholic should be asked to make the prozises verbally,
either to the priest or to the Catholic party. The Catholic party
will then sign a declaration that this promise has been made and the
priest will countersign the docuzent. The existing ordinary application
form should be used, with any necessary alterations, and sent to the
Curial Offico. (It is hoped that soon now forms will be drewn up for
use in all dioceses of England and Wales.)

2. ‘here the non-Catholic party refuses to promise even
verbally that the children will be baptised and brought up as Ca?holicsx
then the Catholic party must be made aware of his/her solemn obligation
in divine law to sce thet the children are bdaptised and brought up 83
Catholics and must be willing to undertake this to the best of his/her
ability., The non-Cethclic is to be made aware of this solean obligunticn
of the Catholic party and must procise at least not to interfore lrif.hcl -
his/her fulfilment of it. The alteranctive application forz (ef. Ad Cle
15&, 11th May 1966) should be used, and the vardal prozise mdetliuofe
the non-Catholic party not to hinder the Catholie in 11§s/her p:ac :
of the Catholic reli,icn and not tc prevent the Cetholic fmmueeg :ngd
the promise that all the childron of the f.-.arriage will de :ap 1“nturo
brought up in the Jathclic religion must be witnessed by ttg aagnncsuon
of the Catholic party. The priest will then countersign ‘roi pﬁnd ik
foam if he is morelly certain that both parties will keep their
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uld be sent to the
Ordinary. 1If unwillingness to

any such 80 comes f
other t e
by lnn.oomohnttoua grounds the application will not be further

4. ‘Whare the non=-Catholio t t
take place in a non-Catholic o!m-oh:’“:l:n“qu“ A e marsivee

a) the alternative BAY be offered by the prie
going to the non-Catholio church for a simple urztoc o? pr;;o:: ::u;b"
blessing after the serrisge has taken place in the Catholic church, or
of inviting the non=Catholic minister to be present at the marriage
in the Catholio church, where he may take his pluce within the sanctuary
wearing whatavor robes he considers suitadle. He Bay say words of
congratulation and encouragesent at the end of the ceremony.

®) If neither of these alternatives is acceptable, application
may be made to Rome through the Urdinary for a dispensation from ecanonical
form, but such application will only be considered where the non-Catholie
minister 1s a close relative of the ron-Catholic party or where there
are special compaseionate grounds.

As far as possidle such cases as the above ahould bo dealt with
at parochial level. Some couples, after initial difficulties, ocome to
see that to bogin a mixed marrioge without clear regulntions is %o poot-
pone trouble to a time when a solution Bay not dbe posaidle. In cases
where the non-Catholic is adomant on consolentious groundis the solution
is not usually 15 be found in seeking an interview with the Ordinary.
Applications for dispensatiuns should bde made ns usunl. A ocovering
letter giving all relevant details (of. 3 above) should be sent. The
couple should be warned that they are making an unusual roguest and
that they cannot therefore expect an enrly answor.

Yours devotedly in Christ,
: + THOMAS
Bishop of Salford.
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