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Replies have been received from eight countries :
United States
Australia

Zambia (certain dicceses)
Zaire

Ghana (2)
Tanzania (2)
Malaysia-3ingapore
Burma.

For Tenzania the president of the apiseopal commission for

acumanism, Mons. Cotey, sent a separate reply for his own diccese
ag wall ag a general one for the country.

Two dioceses of Ghana sent replies. Thus there are ten replies

in all. The Burma one hardly counts - it gives no detailed ansWer:
since "the Anglican Community in Burma is so small and mixed mar-

riages are rare".

1.

In this summary I analyse the replies question by queatioc..

Is there any special form of pastoral care for

a) mixed marriage homes
b) those whose marriages have broken up _
¢) those who remarry after divorce or marry divorced persons

during the life-time of the previous partner 2

The general picture hers is that there is hardly any special

provision beyond the normal pastoral activity of the cﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂ_
There is a little 1iterature. Zaire has recormended €0

i
tion with other clergy- In Australia a committee 18 p:ipa:“ng
guidelines. In Accra there is 8 committee which inwsaii =
the causes of broken marriages. The gquestion of admis
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2.

U.B.A., Zambia and Zaire answar "Ngv,
and Malaysia answer "Yee". For each of the "Yes" answers the

reason (or a reason) is that the stete laws permit divorce and
remarriage after it. Yet this igs 8lao true for the three Hos!

g 1BE1 Blﬂ,"hi On a :
of conflict. 8 an additional ground

Auatralia, hoth Ghenas

The Tanzania answer may be given verbatim: The State laws

were made in 1971 after asking the bishops of the Church to
help them form them. But it seems that when the general laws
for marriage were made, & certain amount of ambiguity resulted
which in practice seems to faver those who do not want a per-
manent union; prefer to have ecivil marriage because of the pos-
aibility of divorce. Also allowed by Anglican gives the couple
that is doubtful about the prermanency of marriage the advantage.

Do you regard your rules about remarriage after divorce as
based on biblical foundations %

Five reply simply "Yea". Cne replies simply "Ne", but has I
think almost certainly misread the guestion, taking "your ru-
lea" to refer to the atate laws of the preceding question.

Two gquote actual texts : Ghana 2, Mtt. XIX, 6-9
Malaysia Mtt. V,32 and Mk.X, 11

but without elaborating on them.

Australia evades the question by saying "The teaching of the
Catholic Church regarding the unity and indissolubility of mar-

riage is firmly adhered to by the Bishope of Australia.

U.9.A. refers us to & canonists' symposium Tha Hond of Matri-
mony (ed. Wm. Basset).
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3.

Es approved for
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The U.8.A. gends = copy of the Procedural Nop
a trial period of three Years the

eaged procedure. (I ghall speak

Do you find difficulties
from your own ?

U.5.4A. encloses a copy of the new Episcopal Church CANcns
(1973) and comments "from the viewpoint of Cathelic observers
these may have abdicated the Church's responsibilities concern=-

ing marital annulment and accepted too great e dependence en
the ruling of the ecivil courts".

Again one wonders how well the question was framad. Australia

(certain dioceses), Zambia and Tanzania 1 instance differing
attitudes to remarriage after divorce.

where Angliean diceipline differs

Differing treatment of civil marriages is instanced by both
Tanzania reports. "RCe geek a gapatio in radice, Anglicans
merely impart & blessing".

Anglican objections to the "canonical form' are instanced by
Australis and by Ghana 1 ('occasionally').

Anglican objections to the promises by Australia, and Ghana 1
('occasionally').

Ghana 2 "Male Anglicans often have the children baptised in_the
Anglican Church, despite all undertakings to have them baptised
in the Catholic Church".

Tanzania 1 observes that "The main difficulty is that the HC

Church is stricter in the application of the laws of marriage
n

and its dispensation than the Anglican Church".
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mach as in our oun Third Rep

Ghana 1!
5 B answer is obscurely worded, but seems tq be saying
t‘l:.hah ey have continued to insiat on written promises (from
e Anglican alao ?) apg Wwould like this to be the law

ghana 2 "I suggest that in every mixed marriage there should
e an explicit obligation that the children should be baptiged
in the Catholic Church and nowhere elge",

ort par. 10,

Tanzania 1. "I think that the relaxing of the restrictions of
where the ceremoniss of marriage are held and the local African
concepts of marriage be studied ang accepted by the Catholio
Church, e.g. make the permanency of the contract depend on
Tertility or clarify potency on the part of the women. Tra-
ditional marital customs and rites may be part of the Christian
marriage ceremony”.

In addition to the suggestion about form mentiscned abeove,
Tanzania 2 makes & number of other suggestions (about educa-
tion, converts, etc) which do not really concern marriage dis-

cipline.

U.8.4A., would like to see their trial procedural norms made
permanent. They add "Alsc some Catholics would like the promige
concerning future children which the Catholic Church requires
orally or in writing of Catholic pariners in mixed marriage to
convey more clearly than it does in its present terse form just
what the intention of the Church is in its requeat and what
limits to the fulfillment of this propise may be recognized.
At present this is subject %o diverse interpretation”.

What are the grounds for recognising the nullity of a marriage

in your area 7 e
A1l the answers adduce in the first instance the cancnical 1

pediments as set put in the usual sources. o
igs - Zam
Australia, Zambia and Tanzania 1 do no more than this

adding that it has Very few annulment cases. -
" : a1l=
Seme add reasons o the canonical ane? 1 Ghana i{, n P i
of head money (dowry) Malaysia, ﬂmissf.:ni:fn::scl&w‘ﬁ'nr whefulﬂhar
tate, but 1
acknowledged by the s i w:
:i::s mean that the church agrees in recognising

7.3.4 also gives the civil regulations.



2.

Zair
e adds the Tollowing Paragraph : "We are aware af the

fact that conjugal happiness ig ap

and that such happiness is the reauiiszztt:: ?zznzzrzgrriaﬁe
vitae" of the spouses. We know that studies are actuaiii mad
to determine the essentisgl elements of this "consortium vitaz"
but, up to this day, we are not sure encugh of the results

of these studies +to give firm regulations sbout them. We must
admit that our ecclesiastical trivunals do not cope with the
number of cases which could be studied and solved".

Tanzania 2 lists the canonical impediments as "the direct
ansWer". Then there is an "indirect answer" which takes a

Ghana 1 misreads this question (and the next) and talks about
grounds for divorce.

Are these grounds being extended or restricted ? Or is there
any movement to extend or restrict them ?

Zambia and Malaysia reply simply "No"! Malaysia adding "Dis-
pensation can now be granted to have a marriage performed in
Christian Churches other than Catholic, but this will not lead

to Christian Unity".

Tanzania I says there are 'requests' for extension but no
'movement’.

Australia says "The mind of the Holy See is watched and fol-
lowed", but U.S.A. says that Roman decisions "gometimes reveal
an extension, sometimes a restriction of the grounds", and

that these variations are "without a pattern evident to the
chanceries of the U.5." (This does not of course really ans-

Wer the intended guestion). A reference is given to The

Tribunal Reporter by Adam Maida.

Ghana 2 says there is a movement of restriction in ﬁhehsﬁnse
that marriages made without payment of head-money are being
tolerated.

vIhere is a movement 1o ma e

+he consensus or the
T cAmmAn

Zaire may be quoted in full : s
f pullity. 2ut,

of "sterility" a ground ©

unanimity on this peint is far from being unanimous :E e

and we think that more reflexion is needed before accep

any change in the matter.
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9. Ie this matter one of discussion or

10,

Anglican Church % controveray with the

dix answer gimply "No". Ghanas 2 says "I don't know".

U.8.A. "It is a matter of discussion with =a 11mited'ﬁﬁmher

of Anglican canonical experts whe take an intereat in Cathg-
lic marriage discipline”.

Tanzania I : "This matter is one of discuseion with the An-

gliean Church and there is mutual understanding, and dif-

ferent cases or circumstances are solved by dialogue and a
vworking for mutual understanding".

What conditions do you require for Church weddings 7

U.8.A., Australia and Zaire refer to the instructiocns isaued
by the epiacopal conference in application of Matrimonia
Mixta. Ghana, Zambia and Malaysia simply mention general
canonical reguirements, Zambia adding that "No dispensation
from the canonical form has been given up to now. Neither
has a permission been granted for the celebration of 2 mar-
riage of a Catholic to a nen-Catholic in = Church bullding
of non-Catholics".

The two Tanzania answers may be quoted in full. Tanzania 1:

" Tha conditions we require for church weddings :

a) The desire of the contracting parties to be recognized
and their convenience for the ceremony aceording to Afri-
ecan custom. In matriarchial tribes, to allow the ceremony
in the church of the bride. To insist in the opposite re-
eultas in fewer Church marriages.

B) That the Anglican padres and the Roman Catholic prieste
meat and do all they can to safeguard the rights of the
couple and to insure a proper Christian inatruction and

marriage within the diseipline of each church.

i ican
¢) That when the marriages are performed in the ingir:ttﬂn
church they must ask the Catholic Ordinary for the

hich ie
digpensation from the form, 3ina forma canzzici W
required for the wvalidity of the mixed mArriage.

-

Tangania 2 : Conditions for Church weddings
' nte.
{a) That there ghould be no Canon law impedime

ding
r as it 18 poasible good and pafegual

(b) That as fa e rads

tribal customs ghould be PY



{o)

(4)

(e)

(£)

(g)

That Canon law should be renew
to conseiences of nations, tri

a thorough study of the same.

¢d and adjusted ip respect
bes.., concerned. .. aftor

That to avoid frustration, a mixed Barriage should be
contracted outszide of Masgg,

That patrilineal and matrilineal extreaﬁg degrade human
equality.

NB. a husband who gives much dowegry feels more important
than his wife whom he bought. Hence, a wife has to work
(in some cases) as much as an employee works for his
employer. Again where matrilineal rights are stiressed,
a husband who is a bread winner, is not head of the fa-
mily. Woman is gqueen as it were.

That sex education, christian love, anatomy (embriology)
etc. should be some of the many other instructions in
preparation for marriage.

That the Church ought to take serious consideration be-
cause of so many broken marriages without any hope of

reunion.

—



